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                  “Abiding in Christ, Loving as Christ, Inviting to Christ”  
     
April 2010 

The Chicken and Dumpling Dinner was 
a great success. Thanks to the help of 
the community and church we were 
able to raise $2,260.00. Half of the 

proceeds went to the Preschool and the 

remainder to the church’s general fund. Thank you to 
everyone who contributed to this effort! 

 In our Sunday School Rotation there 
will be a lot of excitement in the next 
few months as Easter draws near.  
Because of so many generous 
donations from members of the 

congregation, the Christian Education Team has 
purchased new software to use in the "Church 
Mouse" to expand the study of Christ's death on the 
cross and His resurrection. Listen for the excitement 
from our "Church Mouse"!  Our thanks go out to Tim 
and Alisa Wilhelm for being our "computer experts" 
for the children of Bethlehem.   
 
 
"God and Country" continues for several more 
months in the Rotation!  Deanna and Oscar Outen 
have done an outstanding job of teaching this 
scouting program to all the children, ages 
kindergarten through fifth grade.  It is evident from 
the enthusiasm of the participants and the projects 
they have completed that it has been a huge success!  
We all shout out a "big" thank you to Oscar and 
Deanna! 
 
Keep your eyes upward as you are walking around 
the church!  The JAMS group (Jesus and Me Serving) 
have been focusing on serving God's little creatures, 
the birds!  Bird feeders were made and hung to help 
feed our little feathered friends!  It is important to 
remember ALL of God's creatures when we serve!  
Miss Pat and Mr. Andy even made pictures for 
everyone to see.  We surely thank them for all of their 
help!  God bless all of our teachers! 
 
If you haven't taken a walk outside lately, it is time 
you did!  Our God of Creation is renewing our earth 
with all those amazing signs that the awakening is 
once again taking place!  New grass is appearing, tiny 
little buds are peeping, flowers are opening, birds are 
singing, and the trees suddenly have leaves again!  
Our God is GREAT! 
 
In this season of Spring, try adding laughter to your 
life!  Laughter can help us in so many ways.  It 
releases endorphins, natural chemicals in the body 
that create a feeling of pleasure and have a pain-

relieving effect.  
It relieves stress and helps us keep things in 
perspective.  It unites us to others!  Best of all, it 
simply makes us feel better and enjoy life more.  
Laughter is best when it is shared with others!  Here 
are some tips to add laughter to you life:  Hang around 
funny friends!  See the world through children's eyes!  
Look for the absurd, silly activities that go on around 
you every day!  Wear the biggest smile wherever you 
go!  ENJOY!  

�����������	��
 
 “He brought light out of darkness, not out of a 
lesser light, and he can bring thee summer out of winter, 
though thou hast no spring, though in the ways of 
fortune or understanding or conscience thou have been 
benighted till now, wintered and frozen, clouded and 
eclipsed, damped and benumbed, smothered and 
stupefied till now. Now God comes to thee, not as the 
dawning of the day, not as the bud of the spring, but as 
the sun at noon. … All occasions invite his mercies, and 
all times are his seasons.” 
—John Donne  
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Session Briefs for March 9, 2010 
 
Stated meeting of the Session was held in the church 
office.  Seven elders were present, two absent.  Rev. 
Thomas opened the meeting with prayer. 
 
Judy Johnson presented the devotion and prayer. 
 
Rev. Thomas urged the Session to daily walk with our 
Lord, train someone to do our job, have a ministry in and 
outside of the church and voiced a “thank you” for the 
on-going work at Bethlehem. 
 
Ministry Team Reports: 
 Finance – Bill Moss reports that accountant, Jeff 
Younce, will help the church on our federal pay roll tax 
report. 
Building and Grounds – Bill Moss reports all old 
thermostats in our church have been replaced – hoping to 
save on fuel and electricity. 
Christian Education – VBS will be held July 12, 13 and 
14. 
Congregational Care – Polly Knight stated the team has 
invited a blue grass gospel group, Deeper Shade of Blue, 
to perform at church on Friday, April 23, 7:00 p.m. 
Mission and Service – Gerald Gaddy reported the One 
Great Hour of Sharing collection will be on Easter 
Sunday. 
 
Rev. Thomas will be away on a mountain back packing 
trip April 5-13, and attend the 2010 General Assembly 
meeting July 5-12 in Minneapolis, Minn. 
 
Next scheduled Session meeting will be April 20, 2010. 
 
In Christ,  
Don Price, Clerk of Session 

March 1—March 28, 2010 
 

General Fund  $   13,671.00 
Sunday School  $          21.00 
5 Cents a Meal  $          98.29 
 
 Total  $    13,790.29 

I bought fifteen of them. Investments. 
They are now planted. And there are 
others. 
I am talking about fruit trees in my back 

yard. There are 3 pears, 4 plums, 6 peaches, 2 apricots; 4 
apples, 6 mystery trees that look like apple to me, 1 
mystery tree grafted onto what looks like a birch tree 
root stock, and 8 sticks. 
The mystery vegetation was already here when we 
bought the house. I’m in a “wait-and-see” mode with 
them, curious to see what sprouts, if anything. If they 
turn out to be just sticks, they will simply go the way of 
all sticks. 
But the others…. I love tree-ripened fruit. To me, the 
peach-colored rocks and plum-colored wood lumps you 
buy in the grocery store’s produce sections are only fit 
for decorative purposes, not for human consumption. 
Even when you set them in the window and they soften 
enough not to break your teeth, they still have no 
resemblance to real fruit in their flavor. They are only 
pretty-colored SOFT lumps of rock and wood. 
Which brings me to the “investments.” Usually, fruit 
trees do not produce until at least the third year after 
planting. That seems like a long time for us ‘instant-
gratification Americans! But they are worth it to be able 
to have the sweet rewards of real trees. The process just 
requires Time, Love, and Tenderness. 
While digging holes, I kept thinking about how our Lord 
has planted us in His “garden” – Isaiah uses that picture 
in the Old Testament. When He plants us in Christ, and 
then into His Church, the Devil (that old “Accuser of the 
Brethren”) must surely say, “Scrawny! No roots to speak 
of! You won’t see any fruit from THAT one!” 
But fortunately the Lord can see us three years down the 
road (or ten). And He has invested in us. His Son. His 
Spirit. His people’s energies, kindnesses, and attention. 
And then He calls us to be His gardeners. To invest our 
lives in others, to bless them, to nurture them, to care for 
them. 
I am so thankful He has provided others to do so in my 
life. And I consider it a joy and a privilege to do so for 
you and others outside our fellowship. How about you? 
Are you investing in God’s orchard? Sweet! 
In Jesus, 

Dr. T 
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Notes from the Bethlehem Evangelism Task Force 
As Christian disciples, we are concerned about this wonderful thing Jesus said, that we now call, “The Great 
Commission.” What a grand and important-sounding name! Too bad it is so nice to say and so easy to ignore! 
We now have a newly-forming Evangelism Task Force here at Bethlehem. It has several thrusts: 

Help us train ourselves as a congregation to be able to share our faith without being freaky, obnoxious, 
irritating, or scary. 

Help our Church figure out ways to publicize its presence in the community. 
Establish and encourage ways for all of us to invite un-churched and nominally-churched folks to our 

worship and other activities. 
Identify and visit prospective members. 
Followup in a warm and helpful way with those that do visit us. 
Help newcomers and new members feel they are truly a part of our congregation. 

We are looking for other Church members that feel they might be interested in helping us with any of these 
tasks. For more information, contact Eric Thomas, Ann Price, Jan Haigler, Robin Castorina, Patsy 
Cuthbertson, or Dr. T. 
 

Hints for Sharing Our Faith with Others  
THREE KEY ELEMENTS FOR EFFECTIVELY  SHARING THE GOOD NEWS OF JESUS: 

Pray for 
Open Doors to our message of the Gospel 
Ourselves, that we might share the Good News clearly when the opportunities arise 

Demonstrate Christ’s Love whenever we have opportunity 
Plant Questions in people about the Lord: 

Find out what they already believe; 
Find out why they believe what they do; 
Look for ways to help them toward God’s truth. 

from Evangelism Made Slightly Less Difficult - How to Interest People Who Aren't Interested by Nick 
Pollard 

                         
 
        
 
1st ….Tana McConnaughey 
3rd … Pat Sloan 
8th … Down Presson 
14th ...Deanna Outen 
16th ...Kyle McConnaughey 
20th…B.B. Haigler, 
30th…Audrey Ferreira  
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April Birthdays... 
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Spring is in the air at preschool! The children have created beautiful artworks to warm up the classrooms. We have 
made it through the entire alphabet and will begin reviewing all letters, numbers and colors. A special emphasis 
will be put on self-help skills through the end of school. The children are on the look out for the leprechaun who 
comes in and plays tricks on St. Patrick's Day! They are also excited about our Easter party at the park complete 
with an egg hunt and a picnic lunch. 
 
The Preschool has a new format for this coming Fall. We will be adding Monday to our week. Days of operation 
are: 
 Monday—Thursday 
 9:00 am—1:00 pm 
 Registration fee is $50.00 
 Monthly tuition is $160.00 
That’s 16 days of preschool each month for only $10.00 per day including the extra hour each day so the children 
can eat their lynch together! 
 
Preschool registration is now open to the public. If you or anyone you know has a community email directory or 
message board, please send me your email address so I can send information about the program to be posted in 
your directory. You may also call the office at 704-73-4223 and ask Robin for information. 
 
The safety and well being of the preschool children and staff are a top priority. If anyone needs to contact me or 
the teachers please come to the church office and have Linda page us. 
 
The teachers and I want to thank each and everyone of you for your support of the preschool. 
 
In Christ’s love, 
Robin Graham 

Bethlehem’s 7th annual golf outing 
is coming up May 5th at Charlotte 
National. 
 
The committee is in need of golfers, 
workers and prizes. 
 

The money earned from the tournament will go to the 
Preschool and the general church treasury. 
 
Please call B.B. Haigler to volunteer or for more 
information.  

Patrick & Jennifer Wheeler 
Pia Resort #406 
270 Chickirika Street 
Tumon, Guam  96913 

One Great Hour of Sharing 
offering will be received 
during worship Easter 
morning. 
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                                       April 2010  
 
 
April 4  
8:45 Greeters:  Don & Ann Price 
8:45 Nursery:   Kara & Zoe Lemon 
11:00 Ushers: Louie & Nancy Brantley 
11:00 Nursery: Jan Haigler 
Open Church: B.B. Haigler 
Close Church: Gerald Gaddy 
 
April 11 
8:45 Greeters: The Lemon Family 
8:45 Nursery:  Mike & Tana McConnaughey 
11:00 Ushers:  Tom & Louise Crawford 
11:00 Nursery: Brenda Huntley 
Open Church:  Rex Hovey 
Close Church:  B.B. Haigler 
 
April 18 
8:45 Greeters: The McConnaughey Family 
8:45 Nursery:  The Sherwood Family 
11:00 Ushers:   Gerald Gaddy 
11:00 Nursery: Kerry & Jessie Price 
Open Church:  Patricia Kindley 
Close Church:  George Sloan 
 
April 25 
8:45 Greeters: The Outen Family 
8:45 Nursery:  Alisa & Mallory Wilhelm  
11:00 Ushers:   Carolyn & Johnny Gordon 
11:00 Nursery: Lazette Thomas 
Open Church:  Danny Philemon 
Close Church:  Tilden Belk 
 
 
**Please Note:  Please exchange dates with someone if 
you can not be at church on your assigned Sunday. 
Thanks you for your help and cooperation. 

������������	�	���������������
 

 
 
 “At the cross we understand what God means 
when he talks of loving us, begin to take it in that there 
is nothing that he will not do, no sacrifice he will not 
make, no suffering that he will shirk, if only he can help 
us. ‘He loved me,’ said Paul, standing upon Calvary 
and gazing in a stunned way at the cross, ‘I who was a 
persecutor, and a blasphemer, and injurious, and yet he 
loved me and he gave himself for me.’ And with that 
[Paul’s] heart broke, and the old life was gone.” 
—Scottish preacher Arthur John Gossip,  
in a 1926 sermon titled “What Happens at Calvary” 

����������������������
 
 The 14th chapter of John’s gospel contains this 
promise our Lord gave his disciples: “If you love me, 
you will keep my commandments. And I will ask the 
Father, and he will give you another Advocate 
(sometimes translated Comforter), to be with you 
forever” (John 14:15-16, NRSV).  
 Jesus added: “I will not leave you orphaned; I 
am coming to you. In a little while the world will no 
longer see me, but you will see me; because I live, you 
also will live” (John 14:18-19). 
 What a wonderful promise! Jesus knew he 
would be dying. He knew the disciples would see his 
resurrected body. But even after Jesus ascended into 
heaven, the disciples wouldn’t be alone. The Holy 
Spirit would come to comfort and embolden them.  
 “[My] peace I leave with you,” Jesus 
concluded. “Do not let your hearts be troubled, and do 
not let them be afraid” (John 14:27). 
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