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“Abiding in Christ, Loving as Christ, Inviting to @rist”

August 2010
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[ a7 >, dd We are at the time of year when
T v = - il TR & . .
e o T u the choir starts preparing for
| eyt &~ > our Christmas cantata. | would
1“;‘—\_\‘\’ B e — L like to extend an invitation or
N S N u plea or "begging down on both
L Aventore PRESS he knees" for any of you that
BETHLEHEM'S BLAST INTO SPACE u would like to sing with us for
the Christmas season. We
Our VBS adventure "Galactic Blast” focused on @4l practice every other week at
praising our wonderful, incredible, amazing and g 4:30 until school starts. Then
awesome God! As one of our most successful we will be practicing every week
outreach events for the church, there were many at 4:30. I will provide you
volunteers each night who fed everyone and taught ®@ with the music book AND a CD to
them amazing new songs of praise at the "Mission listen to for practice during

Control". Andy and the decorating crew transferred g YOUr free time. OR if you feel
different areas into a wonderful voyage into space u you can't sing but love music,
without ever leaving the church! consider joining our handbell
Space cadets traveled to the Church Mouse, the Crau choir. We'll most likely resume
Corner, to a Biblical story performed by puppets in u handbell rehearsals the Sunday

the Puppet Theatre and to action-filled recreation! af_ter Labor D?Y- Rehearsals

Adults were taught inspiring lessons on the Creatio &3 will be from 5:30-6:30 every

by Dr. T. Sunday. If you have any

What a packed three day cosmic adventure! ?Ougzﬂ?ns- please don't hesitate
Debbie

VBS is an important event in the life of our church
Our congregation works diligently to make our VBS

outstanding! With grateful appreciation for alltbé nnnnnnnnnnﬂuuu
hard work, everyone at Bethlehem thanks you for

your help in spreading God's word!
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The Bible contains about 800,000 words,
depending on the translation. This is about fanes as
many words as are found in a book of average length

Although the Bible is so long and deals with the

The Congregational Care 9reatest themes that can engage the human mind, its

MT would like to invite vocabulary is singularly limited. It uses only 6000

all Seniors and young-at- different words, a very small number compared & th
heart to join them for 2_0,000 words that Shakespeare employed while \gritin
food, fun and fellowship.  Nis plays. , _ .

August 11 meet at the Not only is the Bible’s vocabulary limited, but
Palace Restaurant for the average word in it contains only five letters.

breakfast at 8:30 am. If ~ However, many of these short words are full of the
o deepest meanings and are worthy of earnest stody. F
you want to ride in the church van, please plapeto  example, consider these five-letter words: graeacp,
at the church at 8:00 am. faith, saved, serve, glory and Jesus.
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“Well, I am now officially admitting 2
it in public. I'm a heat wimp. There |

said it. Whew, I'm glad to get that off
my chest. Though saying it doesn'’t

August Birthdays...

change the fact that I'm still sitting here all ate 5th ... Bill Moss

Now, | didn’t always have air conditioning. | grew| 6th ... Faye Vicars

up without it. In my childhood, I could simply run| 8th... Sue Helms, Colby Shumate
around wearing just a pair of shorts. But it's a bi ~17th-..Robin Alexander, Todd Loving,
harder to get away with that these days; suc Danny Philemon

indecency would make neighborhood babies fain ~22nd...Kelly Hrischenko

dogs cry, and ladies howl. | have hiked in thes 23rd...Wanda Clontz

temperatures, and at times have worked outdoors| ~ 29th...Jackson Price

the heat. But just because I've done it befor 27th...Alice Habbal

doesn’t mean | necessarily like it. 29th.....Bill Faulk

Moving from South to North Carolina didn'’t fix it.
It's just that now instead of 102 degrees outsitle,
is a mere 99. Hmmm.

Adapt and overcome. That's the ticket. So, now
try to go from one air conditioned place to thetnex
And | weed my garden at 6:30am when it's only 8

or so. And I'm trying to figure that if global

warming is really here, can | get two or even n

THREE rotations of my favorite veggies out of my

garden? And is this heat still somehow George “To pray is to seek communion with the very
Bush’s fault? Or can we blame the president of BP?spirit of a holy God. To pray is not primarily tekafor

The really good news is that God is still on Histhlngs, bu.t reverently to receive a Presence. &g [@to
open our innermost self to the royal entry of ttexreal

throne. Even when I'm hot. Lord. To pray is to expose one’s secret being ¢o th
And when life gives you lemons, you can makepurifying fires of God’s holy grace and love.”
lemonade — which sounds really good right now! ~—John Henry Jowett

See you @ Church (which, by the way, has air
conditioning).

In Jesus,
Dr. T

I July 2010 2010 Year-to-Date=

, Actual $3,470.74 $104,122.14 =

How beautiful God’s Love for us .

So broad, so deep, so clear; Budget $4,667.00 $140,010.00 .

A gift that’s rich and personal, .

A joy that's always near. .
—Peggy Ferrell, Poems and Prayers Difference  -$1,196.26 -$35,887.86 =
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Session Briefs for July 22, 2010

Stated meeting of the Session was held in the broffice. All elders were present. Rev. Thomasderator,
opened the meeting with prayer.

Faye Vicars presented the devotion.

Rev. Thomas shared with the Session:
From the book Twelve Keys to an Effective Chyritte 3 and 4" basic qualities — strengths and compassion.
Rev. Thomas led the discussion on each quality.
Information and experiences from his attendand@eferal Assembly, July 5-12, 2010.
Celebrate Recovery Conference, August 11-13.
Retirement Planning Seminar, August 31 - Septerhber
Rev. Thomas’ phone numbers: Home — 704-545-7310ell — 980-328-8702

Charlotte Presbytery held its meeting at Mulberhp@h, July 28 at 4:00 p.m. Rev. Thomas and elder Judy
Johnson were in attendance. Next Presbytery ngpeflhbe at South Mecklenburg Church on Septen#igr2010.

Ministry Team Reports:

Finance- Through July 14, our treasurer’s balance is s\$@,383.21.

Building and Grounds- Church members using the church van must sign agvance.

Christian Educatior VBS was a BIG SUCCESS! Thanks to all who wamived. Andy Blackwelder, our Youth
Director, will add to his duties and become DireatbChristian Education. Background checks wdllrhade on all
who work with our youth.

Mission and Service Back packs were purchased by a church offerirgaves and Fishes need mayonnaise,
peanut butter and mustard. Team members wentibdZhe County, Tennessee to help Habitat for Hutpan
Bethlehem will be involved with an Appalachian MssProject during Christmas to help those in need.
Volunteers to work at the Samaritan’s Purse Warsd@an go on November 30 (10:00 a.m. — 2:00 p.m.) o
December 3 (5:00 p.m. — 9:00 p.m.)

Gideon’s representative, Scott Baucom, will spddboth worship services on August 15.

Preschool Consignment sale will be October 2.

Worship— Homecoming, September®™2will have one service in the sanctuary, followeth a covered dish
lunch. All greeters/ushers should follow guidelthgies. Got a question? Ask Faye Vicars or Rvomas.
Evangelism Task Force Prospective member class will be September i26én

New Business:
An elder nominating committee will be selected soéfisa Wilhelm and Gerald Gaddy will head up this
committee.

Next Session meeting will be August™in the church office and 7:00 p.m.

August 29, 2010

Make your plans now to come and #
enjoy breakfast and support the
Sunday School ministry of Seen on a church signboard in northern

Minnesota one summer: “Sure, you can worship God
with a fishing pole in your hand, but when was |tst

Bethlehem Church. Join the Christian Education : ) . i
time a walleye told you, “Your sins are forgiven'?

Team as they honor out-going Sunday School
teachers and introduce the new teachers for 2010-
2011 church year.

Bethlehem Presbyterian Newsletter -- 7608 Concagih\ay -- Monroe, NC 28110 -- Bethlehem@bethleheunci.net



Preschool registration is now open to the publigou or
anyone you know has a community email directory or
message board please send me your email addréss so
can send information about the program to be pasted
your directory. You may call the office at 704-75323
and ask for Robin for more information.

One man’s trash is another man’s treasure—herdist a
of items the preschool could use:

4 or 5 quart plastic ice cream tubs

2 liter soda bottles

Stickers

Magazines or calendars with pictures of peopledfoo
animals or plants.

Hard cardboard tubes like ones from rolls of foil.

The teachers and | want to thank each and evergfone
you for your support of the preschool and a spebeik
you to the hard working members of the preschoatdo

In Christ’s love,
Robin Graham

%Yolunteer
Aﬂ%ﬁ@% August 2010
Schedule

August 1

8:45 Greeters: Patricia Kindley

8:45 Nursery: Sherwood Family

11:00 Ushers: Charles & Doris Greene
11:00 Nursery: Louise Crawford

Open Church: Tommy Aldridge

Close Church: B.B. Haigler

August 8

8:45 Greeters: Tommy & Anthea Aldridge
8:45 Nursery: McConnaughey Family
11:00 Ushers: Henry & Ruby Hall

11:00 Nursery: Jan Haigler

Open Church: B.B. Haigler

Close Church: George Sloan

August 15

8:45 Greeters: Wilhelm Family

8:45 Nursery: Alison & Andrew Brame
11:00 Ushers: Brenda Huntley

11:00 Nursery: Kerry & Jessie Price
Open Church: Rex Hovey

Close Church: Tilden Belk

August 22

8:45 Greeters: Brame Family

8:45 Nursery: Alisa & Mallory Wilhelm
11:00 Ushers: Tommy & Judy Johnson
11:00 Nursery: Brenda Huntley

Open Church: Patricia Kindley

Close Church: Gerald Gaddy

August 29—One Service

10:30 Ushers:  Bill Moss

10:30 Nursery: Lazette Thomas
Open Church: Danny Philemon
Close Church: B.B. Haigler

**Please Note: Please exchange dates with somedne
you can not be at church on your assigned Sunday.
Thanks you for your help and cooperation.
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A. Momentarily
Careful readers of Mark’s gospel will discover B, Instantly
that the writer favored a certain word. It C. Occasionally
indicates how quickly certain events D. Immediately
transpired. The word is found four times in the
first chapter of Mark and 19 more times in the
remaining 15 chapters (NRSV). Choose the
correct word: Answer: D (It's first used in Mark 1:12, NRSV.)
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