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“Abiding in Christ, Loving as Christ, Inviting to @rist”

August 2011 6 b

CHURCH MOUSE C\\? Praying twice
OVERHAULED ﬁA According to legend, the early

Christian theologian St. Augustine of
Hippo said, “He who sings prays
twice.” (The Latin wording is actually

| P |

The "newer" computers that
Alisa Wilhelm donated have
been "cleaned" of all old

A @ information by Kelly Aldridge. nl]_l oer(\eNcr)]r? tsf:g?isnv;erl]lqg;ggrs]g\)/vlce, but
This means that there was a great deal of time d Singing, a common element of
involved with each computer to get them in "Running worship, is a handy way to help children
Right" order! Tommy Aldridge donated two new flat pray.
screen monitors to the Church Mouse. The Grant My 6- ~old. who | :

Duncan Class, hearing from Tommy of our need, y b-year-old, who loves to sing, was

graciously donated five more monitors! Christian f]urgrlsgﬂ a:r?] dg'::%ht%daﬁgeg : ;[]oédbrélggr%prarlsugsro
Education Ministry Team voted to purchase two more edjustiearne u € ni Ime prayle
flat screens, giving each computer a new monitor! sings ofi-key, forgets some words and doesn’t want

WOW! How amazing is God's work here at help from Mom; he just sings his little heart out.
Bethlehem! The Church Mouse has gone from no , But what of older churchgoers _who stay silent
operating computers with old monitors to newer, during h’;/mns, fearful th_at they do_n tsing well

faster computers with flat screens in about thirty enough? Forget the Latin translation! Long before

- - Augustine, a psalmist wrote, “Make a joyful noise
days! What a miracle right here before VBS! The . : _
Christian Education Team, the children, and all at unto the_ Lord, all ye lands! (Psalm_ 100:1, K,‘;V’
Bethlehem are extremely grateful to all of the emph_a_3|s added). Why not pray twice today"
Aldridge family and the Grant Duncan Class for thei —Heidi Mann
kindness in helping with God's work!

Taking the long way C hu rCh |r|||||~
It's human nature to look for shortcuts. We HO'“QCOI“I ng

want the quickest, surest route to our destination. .
Delays, detours and dead ends are frustrating and Mark your calendgrs for S“”da}y September 11th'ténV|
discouraging. your family and frl_ends and enjoy a day of worship,
; - food and fellowship.
Consider this: “When Pharaoh let the people
go, God did not lead them by way of the land of the
Philistines, although that was nearer ... . Godhed

people by the roundabout way of the wilderness | “God has given us two hands: one to receive with |
toward the Red Sea” (Exodus 13:17-18, NRSV). THg the other to give with. We are not cisterns made fo
Red Sea looked like a fatal wrong turn, but God waif hoarding; we are channels made for sharing.”
protecting the Israelites. He had a plan in place t —Billy Graham

lead them to the promised land.

When God seems to prefer delays and

detours in your life, keep in mind that the longywa
just might be better.
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NFROM THE
PASTOR
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“May the God who gives endurance and encouragement

give you a spirit of unity among yourselves as fiptlow
Christ Jesus....”- Romans 15:5

A lot of you laugh at the same things. But that$ ih
A lot of you are great conversationalists. But thabt it.
A lot of you went to school together. But that's 1o

A lot of you have lived near one another for gsibene
time. But that’s not it.

A lot of you are sweet people. But that’s not it.
Some of you are good-looking. But that's not iheit
The “it” is a sense of unity. Togetherness. Comnigna

And while all those other things may contributesytiare
not the core of what puts and keeps us togethd¢heRa
there is a spiritual bond that comesas you follow

Christ Jesus....

The bond is not primarily emotional feelings. Neitijust
shared hobbies or schedules. It is our desirellkmifo
Christ Jesus.

| find it striking that this reminder regarding ‘ityf is

here near the end of the Book of Romans. We know it
primarily as that New Testament book that so cjeanid
strongly delineates sin. And everyone’s need ftwasion
in Christ. And the terrible consequences in tHiesdind in
the one to come for those who refuse to change thei
lifestyle from that which comes natural to them.dAour
need to go beyond changing our words and behavwmrs,
where we must even change the way we think. And the
blessings of God for those who are willing to obby
principles and commands.

These “doctrinal” truths are hammered so forcefinly
Roman&They can surely cause turmoil in a group (as

they may have in the’lc. Church in Rome). Conflicts are

always bound to arise between those who are copunitt
mind soul and body — to the radical lordship ofu3es
Christ in their lives, and those who wish to conériheir
own sin habits and outlooks. Or between those who
would follow the Lord and those who would simply
follow their friend, family, or feelings.

THAT is what ties us together so tightly.

Regular Offerings
Mission Offerings

| have to tell you: as your pastor, | am so thahfdr the
spirit of Bethlehem. There is a unity among pedpléy
desiring and aiming tOLLOW CHRIST JESUMay
we continue the walk together, in the bond of Igxesce,
and unity.

In Jesus,

Dr. Ken Thomas

The right road

My Lord God,

| have no idea where | am going.

| do not see the road ahead of me.

| cannot know for certain where it will end.

Nor do | really know myself, and the fact thathink that
I am following your will does not mean that | aactually
doing so.

But | believe that the desire to please you dinefgct,
please you.

And | hope | have that desire in all that | amndpi

| hope that | will never do anything apart fronatllesire.
And | know that if | do this, you will lead me blye

right road, though | may know nothing about it.

Therefore will | trust you always, though | magseto
be lost and in the shadow of death.

| will not fear, for you are ever with me, and ywill
never leave me to face my perils alone.

—Thomas Merton

| HHHHHT I
[ Congregational
Givin
At A lance

e,

July2011 2011 Year-to-Date
$9,888.00 $98,346.44
$521.00 $22,860.62
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY | THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
1 2 3 4 5 6
6:00pm—VBS | 6:00pm—VBS | 6:00pm—VBS 7:00pm -VBS
Closing
Celebration
7 8 9 10 11 12 13
5:00 pm - 7:00 pm - 11:30am - 7:00pm—
Choir Session Senior Lunch Celebrate
Recovery
6:00pm - 7:00 pm - Leadership
Worship MT Mission & Training
Service MT
7:00 pm pm -
Christian
Education MT
14 15 16 17 18 19 20
10:00am—
Widows &
Widowers
Support Group
21 22 23 24 25 26 27
10:00am — 7:00pm—
5:00 pm - Congregational Celebrate
Chair Care MT Recovery
Leadership
Training
28 29 30 31
5:00 pm -
Choir
6:00pm -
Preschool

Open House
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= __Volunteer

PP?\S‘ohi)C?I lﬁ@@%’% August 2011

i ~August 7 -
As | prepare for the upcoming school year | am maki  g.45 Greeters: McConnaughey Family
a list of items that you may have at home and wbeld  g.4g Nursery: Tim Wilhelm Family

willing to share with the preschool: 11:00 Ushers: Pat & George Sloan

Grocery store flyers 11:00 Nursery: Brenda Huntley
Green tissue paper Open Church: Volunteer Needed

Ballopns Close Church: Tommy & Judy Johnson
Tea lights

Pasta in different shapes August 14

Cotton balls

\ 8:45 Greeters: The Outen Family
Cookie cutters 8:45 Nursery: Kara & Zoe Lemon
Paper lunch bags 11:00 Ushers: Eric & Lazette Thomas
Paper grocery bags 11:00 Nursery: Volunteer Needed

o Open Church: Patricia Kindley
No news yet from the grant application to the Watma  ~|ose Church: Ryan & Mary Knight

Foundation. Keep us in your prayers that this will
happen and we can fix up the play ground. August 21 -

_ _ _ _ 8:45 Greeters: Danny & Gayle Philemon
The preschool is now accepting registrations ferkall  g.,5 Nursery: McConnaughey Family

Semester. Please call the church office at 7042234 11:00 Ushers: Mike & Donna Wilhelm
and ask for Robin to receive information and schedu 11:00 Nursery: Lazette Thomas
an appointment. We have openings in the threegldar Open Church: Danny Philemon

class and a few in the four year old. Close Church: Mike McConnaughey

This Fall we will have another student with a paganu August 28 -

allergy.Please note: If any group is using the 8:45 Greeters: Don & Ann Price
preschool rooms remember to wash the tables and 8:45 Nursery: The Outen Family
chairs when food is served and take out the trash. 11:00 Ushers: Tilden Belk

11:00 Nursery: Faye Vicars
Open Church: Don Price
Close Church: George Sloan

In Christ’s love,
Robin Graham

**Please Note: Please exchange dates with somedne
@5 VECRSCIIRR IS  youcan not be at church on your assigned Sunday.
Thanks you for your help and cooperation.

August 2 Joe & Ann Cuthbertson - i :

!‘\‘ % 5= =
August 18 Marty & Donna Shumate — @ E &‘.9 E
August 30 Hayden & Wanda Clontz Ultimate comfort

August 31 Gene & Juanita Cain ) o :
For each of us, the time is surely coming when

we shall have nothing but God. Health and wealth an
friends and hiding places will all be swept awayTo.
the man of pseudo faith, that is a terrifying thiotdput to
real faith, it is one of the most comforting thotsythe
heart can entertain.”

—A.W. Tozer
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Session Briefs for July 12, 2011 New Business:

A stated Session meeting, with 7 elders presenand
absent, met at the church with Rev. Thomas, moalerat
opening the meeting with prayer. Carolyn Gordon

Charlotte Presbytery meeting will be at Davidsoti€ge
Church, July 16, 10:00 a.m. Elder Commissionefls wi

be B.B. Haigler and Don Price.

Guide lines will be drawn up concerning use ofeharch

presented the devotion from “Meditation Moments”, kitchen.

Matthew 6:32 Prayer Concerns Bob Currie’s father (surgery), Ann
Communications Funderburke (Vivian/Brenda's sister), Carolyn Gardo
Representatives from Charlotte Presbytery’s Coremitt  Phyllis Stewart (Judy Johnson’s friend), Youth grdéo

on Ministry will meet with the Session on August 9. Montreat.

Rex Hovey requests a letter of membership transfer Next Session meeting will be August 9, 2011 at 0. in
Mint Hill Presbyterian Church. the Jones Classroom. Charles Greene will havddtetion.
Pastor’'s upcoming schedule Rev. Thomas dismissed the meeting with prayer.

A. July 15 — Attend Gideon’s Pastor Banquet In Christ,

B. July 31 — Speak at open forum at Siler Presbyterian Don Price

Church

August 1-4 — Teaching adult VBS class

Treasurer’'s Report: Bill Moss states the income/
expenditures from January through July 11 has iaitlef

$11,305.86.

Ministry Team Reports

Building & Grounds- Bill Moss reported that Hinson
Mechanical had submitted a cost to convert outifes
to natural gas. Fellowship Hall floor covering wik
installed in July.

Christian Educatior Judy Johnson reports that the
church is required to have a license for showingiess
videos at the church with annual renewal. Carolyn
Gordon made a motion, seconded by Bill Moss, that t
church obtain the required license. Unanimous.vote
Congregational Care Polly Knight stated the Hatley
Family is scheduled for August.

Evangelism- Patsy Cuthbertson reported the committee
is working on various ways to relate to new coniethe
church. Cards continue to be sent as needed.
Mission & Service- Charles Greene stated:

A. $249.00 collected toward the Heifer Project

B. July 17 — Gideon speaker

Widow/Widowers will meet July 18, 10:00 a.m. at the

BL . ESSITNGS
3 ON SOOI

5th Bill Moss

6th Faye Vicars

8th  Colby Shumate
12th  Patricia Kindley
17th  Danny Philemon
22nd Kelly Hrischenko
25th  Jackson Price
27th  Alice Habbal
29th  Bill Faulk

church. Information to be shared by a represesmtditom
the Sheriff's Office.
Worship— Faye Vicars stated, after Session approval, tha
on major holiday weekends, one worship service lvdill
scheduled.
Old Business

A.The Layman Newslettevrill be sent to each
individual/family within the church.

B. A cover letter will be sent to the congaggn
concerning denominational issues.

“Remember, you're under oath.”
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To celebrate the Bible’s many heroes,
make this sandwich for a picnic.

What you need:
An adulc to help
Shredded lecttuce

Olive oil and vinegar
Seasonings (salt, pepper,
oregano)

How many animals did God tell Noah to bring Italian crusty bread (six
into the ark? inches per person)
Mayonnaise
Sliced meat
Sliced cheese

Bible Quiz

A. Two of each kind
B. Seven pairs of clean animals and one pair Sliced tomaro

each of unclean animals Construction
C.Both Aand B pPaper

D. None of the above * Scissors
* Pencil )
Answer: C (See Genesis 6:19-20 and 7:2-3.) ° ¥°°thP1CkS :
® ape TS

What you do:

1. Drizzle shredded letrtuce
with oil and vinegar;
sprinkle with seasonings.

2. Cut bread in half lengch-

Rz ; wise and spread mayo on
O i%/if both halves.

3. On bottom half, layer meats,

&) =y
cheese, tomato and lettuce.

The spice of life 4. Top with other half of bread.
Cae in half
5. Cut paper into small tri-

First Kings 10:1-13 tells of the Queen of Sheba’s angles. Write your favorite
visit to King Solomon. She had heard of his extéauary Bible heroes’ names on them.
wisdom and prosperity and apparently thought tles o 6. Tape the triangles to rooth-
good to be true. picks to make pennants.

Turns out, she is pleasantly surprised to learn Stick in sandwich halves.

Enjoy!

=) A

differently. The king and queen exchange lavistsdghe

brings him huge quantities of spices, and he degs

“every desire that she expressed”), symbolizing the @

mutual respect and admiration. @»
Who has been like the incredible King Solomon to

you? Whose astonishing reputation has proven reahd-

become an asset to you? What gifts (not necessarily Left behind

material ones) have you and that individual lavisbe _ _ _ _

each other? Remember to follow the example of &l P A father was reading Bible stories to his young
by thanking God for that person’s presence in yiéer son. “The man named Lot was warned to take his wife
(See 1 Thessalonians 12) and flee out of the City,” he Said, “but his witmked

back and was turned into a pillar of salt.”
The boy asked, “What happened to the flea?”
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> P ) > ) The greatest “super men” who ever
lived put their faith into action.

Match each Bible character to the correct description.

Noah 1. This disciple wrote a gospel, recounting many
events in Jesus’ life.

Stephen 2. This man responded to God’s commands, includ-
ing the order to move. God made many promises
to this man and his descendants.

Abraham 3. This man was eager to rebuild Jerusalem. He
helped the people protect their city, reminding
them that God was on their side.

Luke 4. This man, who became king of Judah at a young
age, obeyed God’s laws and helped people repent.

Nehemiah 5. God saved this honest, hard-working man from
destruction by having him build a place of safety
for his family and every kind of creature.

Josiah 6. This man stood by God's Word, showing strength
of character even when faced with persecution

and death.

On the lines below, write your name and describe how you’re a “hero” for God.
What are some ways you put your faith into action?

Name:

‘F Jerso( ¢ JerwayaN] 1 N “ g weyeiqy 9 uaydaig g yeoN] :SIomsuy
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