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“Abiding in Christ, Loving as Christ, Inviting to @rist”

December 2010

December at Bethlehem......

ammm pm Taith. hope. love.

December 9—12th. A family mission trip to
Tazwell, Tennessee.

C nSlinas Come join us oecember 19th
for an hour of special Christmas
music with hand bells, the Choir's
cantata, "A Thrill of Hope", and
other special music. There will be
_one service in the Multi-Purpose

” room at10:30 am.

Sunday, December 19 @
i 6:00 pm in the MPR
)7 (hristas

39T agean

Sunday, December 19
following the Christmas
Pageant. After caroling,
we will return to the church
for cookies, hot chocolate
and coffee. So, bake up a
batch of your best
Christmas cookies and
bring them along!

Candle light worship on
Christmas Eve at 5:00
pm.

SERVICE
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IGHT

Daphne Caldwell

Hi, 'm Daphne Caldwell, and would like to say thkan
you to everyone at BPC. | truly feel spirituallyretme
and look forward to being a member.

Other than taking care of my father, | enjoy riding
motorcycles, collecting shot glasses and cookbooks.
History of all types is my biggest interest. | lavmeisic,
any kind; a few exceptions but Rock-n-Roll and Blue
are my favorites.

| am proud to be a cancer survivor for almost 3&gel
hope to live one day on the coast of North Carolina
feel closer to God on the beach, the voice of &z s
speaks to my soul!

P.S. I love my three Jack Russell Terriers; Litie
Pearl and Bess.
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Notes:
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Like Frankenstein vs. the Mummy! Ik KING KONG Vvs.
GobziLLA ! IT'S CHRISTMAS VS. EASTER!

Quite honestly, it has been a battle of the twaghelidays for me,
for many, many years. | recall hearing sometimerdfgave my life
to the Lord at age seventeen that Eastbeuld be the greatest
holiday for Christians.

And thus my rolling about in guilt for a long timeor | am deeply
attached to Christmas. Now, | know that Easterlrates Christ's

victory over death. It gives us resurrection hopgdnd the seemingly hopeless. It gives us eggs.otaie
bunnies and JESUS!

But Christmas! It has so many favorite warm fuzzigke candy, in large varieties! And a funny fatyy And
presents! And a gloriously decorated tree! And gpeookies! And great music that is funny, fun,

sentimental, or otherwise moving! And a cute litikby! And snowmen! And elves (at least one of whom
wants to be a dentist)! And a nighttime Church ¢elight service ending with everyone—even the frymp

 people—singing “Silent Night”!

In the battle of titans, who would win? Santa wigimdy and presents OR a rabbit with
eggs? EGGS? Oh for heaven’s sake! Eggs? In a gradgeh, Santa could STOMP the
stuffins out of the rabbit, guaranteed!

Um, wait. | got a little carried away there for &nmite....

the world had glitzed the season with materialish or some) decadence, yet there He is: reminding
that the King of Kings—The Lord of the Cosmos—huetbHimself to come to earth to teach, to show, to
die for our sins, and then to rise again for us.

I guess | am glad to “discover” Jesus in Christrddier all, it is CHRISTmas, isn't it?

May you too have a guilt free season of Christrogsas you discover or rediscover Jesus in thissBhas
season.

Merry Christmas to all, and to all a good night!
In Jesus,

Dr.T
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Have you ever noticed how it seems that some fakks
seem to get a whole lot accomplished in a shortusnof
time? Amazing things can always be accomplished wi
God's blessing and an awesome group of people mgrki
together! This is surely evidenced by the teanisgron
Christian Education here at Bethlehem. Enthusiaksérd
working, and dedicated are all adjectives to desdtiose
who volunteer their time and their energy to spregd
God's Word. With Andy's capable leadership, amygut
that is needed to be done for the good of the ¢thisrc
quickly undertaken by the sounds of "I'll help!lI|l'help
with that!", "I'll help, too!" The project is soo
completed! What an outpouring of love for God at
Bethlehem! Continue to pray for the members of the
Christian Education Team, Andy Blackwelder, Amy
Currie, Patricia Kindley, Virginia Moss, Pat Sloamd
Judy Johnson that God would bless them with ertergp
His Will.

VO]-unteer Volunteers are needed every

i ’é{%ﬂ Sunday in both the 8:45 and 11
zi

workers. Volunteers are also needed to open

and close the church every Sunday. The Worship MIT w
be passing sheets around in Sunday School forgysigh
up to help in these different areas. Please beayep as to
where you area of service might be for 2011. If fave
not signed up to serve in any of these areas, ks
Faye Vicars or a member of the Worship Ministry mea

Let us remember that the Christmas heart
is a giving heart, a wide open heart that
thinks of others first. The birth of the baby Jesus
stands as the most significant event in all
history, because it has meant the pouring into a
sick world the healing medicine of love
which has transformed all manner
of hearts for almost two thousand
years...

December Birthdays...

3rd ... Mary Knight

5th... Jackson Cuthbertson, Ellen Duncan
7th... Alisa Wilhelm

9th... Janice Lowder

10th... Lucille Purser

12th... Carolyn Gordon

15th... Rachel Thomas

17th... Louie Brantley, Donna Shumate
22nd...Louise Crawford

23rd....Karen Simpson

29th....Amy Currie, Bonnie Hovey

am services. Folks are needed to
act as greeters, ushers and nursery

. Thru November 14, 2010

. Budgeted weekly giving $4,667.00
E Average weekly giving $4774.94

» Giving thru 11/14/ 2010 $186,222.77

. Shortfall year to date

. Weekly average shortfall
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The preschool enjoyed a beautiful day at Riverbend
pumpkin farm. We rode the wagon to pick pumpkins,
played on the playground, learned about the aniarads
had a picnic lunch. We rounded out the month with o
Halloween party full of games, crafts, stories amuizza
lunch!

The children are working hard on Thanksgiving até&s
including getting ready for our annual Thanksgivpiay
and Family Feast. The three year old class wilitggims
arriving on the Mayflower and the fours will be thative
Americans with their own special wigwam. We havegso
to sing and food to share as we give thanks tofGioHis
many blessings.

December 16th will be the preschool Christmas paigea
You are invited to join us at 11:00 am in the mplirpose
room. Please bring a try of finger food to shat®fang
the performance.

Please note that we have a peanut allergy alert ghi
year. If any group is using the preschool rooms
remember to wash the tables and chairs when food is
served and take out the trash.

Thank you to all who have donated items to theghesl
from magazines to stickers, decorations to egguoariWe
greatly appreciate them all.

In Christ’s love,
Robin Graham

__Volunteer

A@@f%{% December 2010
==

December 5
8:45 Greeters:
8:45 Nursery:
11:00 Ushers:
11:00 Nursery:
Open Church:
Close Church:

December 12

8:45 Greeters:
8:45 Nursery:

11:00 Ushers:
11:00 Nursery:
Open Church:
Close Church:

December 19

8:45 Greeters:
8:45 Nursery:

11:00 Ushers:
11:00 Nursery:
Open Church:
Close Church:

December 26
8:45 Greeters:
8:45 Nursery:
11:00 Ushers:
11:00 Nursery:
Open Church:
Close Church:

McConnaughey Family
Alisa & Mallory Wilhelm
Eric & Lazette Thomas
Louise Crawford

Tom Aldridge

Tilden Belk

Outen Family

Alison & Andrew Brame
Tilden Belk

Jan Haigler

B.B. Haigler

Gerald Gaddy

Patricia Kindley
Don & Ann Price
Louie Brantley
Brenda Huntley
Rex Hovey

B.B. Haigler

Rex Hovey

Donna Shumate

Tom & Louise Crawford
Kerry & Jessie Price
Patricia Kindley

George Sloan

**Please Note: Please exchange dates with someone
if you can not be at church on your assigned
Sunday. Thanks you for your help and cooperation.
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In 1925, the New York World
celebrated Abraham Lincoln’s 100th
birthday with a now-classic cartoon.
Two Kentucky farmers are talking
over a picket fence. One asks,
“Anything new happen lately?” The
other responds, “Nothing much. A
new baby was born over at Tom
Lincoln’s place, but nothing much
ever happens around here.”

I'm sure there were folks who said the same thing i
Bethlehem (on Christmas Eve). | can picture thean;tc
you? Standing on the corner, just outside the inn.
“Anything new happen around here? Naw, just a baby
born down in the stable. Nothing much happens afoun
here.”

—James A Harnish

| A song with a message?

According to modern folklore, the
song “ The Twelve Days of
Christmas” was written to help
young believers learn about their
faith.

Although no evidence proves that
claim, some say the popular carol
contains these codes:

The partridge in a pear tree is Jesus
Christ.

The two turtle doves are the OIld and
- O F — New Testaments.

HH] Three French hens stand for faith,
hope and love.

The four calling birds are the four
gospels: Matthew, Mark, Luke and
John

e e 1he five golden rings are the Law:
T

the first five books of the Old Testament.

The six geese a-laying represent the six days of
creation.

Seven swans a-swimming represent the gifts of the
Holy Spirit: prophesy, serving, teaching, exhodatfi
contribution, leadership and mercy.

The eight maids a-milking are Jesus’ eight bea¢isud
Nine ladies dancing are the fruits of the Holy &pir
love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness,
faithfulness, gentleness and self-control.

The ten lords-a-leaping are the Ten Commandments.

The eleven pipers piping stand for the eleven fialith
disciples.

The twelve drummers drumming symbolizes the
twelve statements of belief in the Apostles’ Creed.
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Presbyterian Women Yard/Consignment Sale
The Presbyterian Women are planning to have a Yard/
Consignment Sale oiMay 14th. This will be a 50-50
consignment and the proceeds are to benefit treeipoel.
Spaces with a table will be available in the pagKiot of
$5.00. Look for more information in the near future
Remember to save any items, furniture, toys, haldeh
items, books, all clothing, anything you want tt.se
Remember, one man'’s trash is another man’s treasure

Have you ever studied the Book of Revelation intep
Have you just heard parts of this book read orgirea
upon from the pulpit? Have you always had manyanor
guestions than answers about this book of the Bililkis
year the Presbyterian Women are doing a studylezhtit
"Journeys Through Revelation, Apocalyptic Hope for
Today" the first Wednesday night of each month.stivid
our meetings are held in someone's home with eifiter
people teaching each lesson. We share greatrearni
experiences, great fellowship, great friendshipagr
outreach and great food! If you have not yet akteithe
Presbyterian Women's monthly meeting, the Christian
Education Ministry Team would like to suggest thai
come take part of this exciting study! Revelai®a
vision of hope to keep from being caught up infékee of
being "left behind". Come join this study and jtie
fellowship of the women of Bethlehem!

Back to the Holy Land!

Dear Friend in Christ,

Picture yourself walking where Jesus walked. . .
strolling the streets of the oldest continuallysérg city in
the world—Jericho . . . reliving the history of tHely City,
Jerusalem. Five times | have taken such a trigitael, the
birthplace of our faith.

Places that | had only read about in the Bible came
alive to me. Together with small fishing boats,iresnent
of Peter's, our tour boat plowed the waters ofdbe of
Galilee. You cannot imagine the thrill of actudiiging on
the water on which our Lord walked! We sat on tlisithe
where Jesus taught the Beatitudes.

We walked in Nazareth and Capernaum where Jesus
lived, gazed upon the Garden of Gethsemane, wtiked
Via Dolorosa, and how will | ever forget that sfaci
communion service at the foot of Golgotha!

Next Fall Linda and | will once again host such a
tour. From Oct 31 — Nov 9 we will journey to the Ho
Land on a 10-day deluxe tour, arranged by Wilcox ko
Tours of Asheville, NC.

Right now the estimated cost for the trip is $3,069
ALL expenses, except some lunches, are includbd in
price. You will need no funds with you except whatd
spend on lunch and souvenirs.

Linda and | personally invite you to join us orsthi
fascinating pilgrimage of faith. It will be a jougg you
won't forget. We are partnering with my friend Biddpp
from Oak Island, NC. He will be inviting a numbéfak,
so space will be very, very limited. It is on atficome,
first-served basis.

If you're interested please call me at 704-301-1867
and | will answer any questions you might havet Res
assured we will prepare you for the spiritual joeyrof a
lifetime. You won't regret it! We look forward testning
from you.

Pastor Mike Ward
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Judas Asparagus
A child was asked to write a book report on thererible. This is amazing and brought tears afjtaer
to all who read it. 1 wonder how often we take goanted that children understantatwe are

Through the eyes of a chil@ihe Children’s Bible in a Nutshell

In the beginning, which occurred near the stadtdlwas nothing but God, darkness, and some das. T
Bible says, “The Lord thy God is one”, but | thinle must be a lot older than that. Anyway, God said,
“Give me a light” and someone did.

Then God made the world.

He split the Adam and made Eve. Adam and Eve waked, but they weren’'t embarrassed because
mirrors hadn’t been invented yet. Adam and Eveltbyed God by eating one bad apple, so they were
driven from the Garden of Eden.....Not sure what theye driven in though, because they didn’t have
cars.

Adam and Eve had a son, Cain, who hated his brathtang as he was Abel.

Pretty soon all the early people died off, exceptiMiselah, who lived to be like a million or sonetj

One of the next important people was Noah, whoavwgsod guy, but one of his kids was kind of a Ham.
Noah built a large boat and put his family and s@mienals on it. He asked some other people tohjom
but they said they would have to take a rain check.

After Noah, came Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. Jacelmaee famous than his brother, Esau, because Esau
sold Jacob his birthmark in exchange for some pastt Jacob had a son named Joseph who wordya real
loud sports coat.

Another important Bible guy is Moses, whose reahaas Charlton Heston. Moses led the Israel Lights
out of Egypt, and away from the evil Pharaoh aBed sent ten plagues on Pharaoh’s people. These
plagues included frogs, mice, lice, bowels and aldez

God fed the Israel Lights every day with manicofthen he gave them His Top Ten Commandments.
These include: don't lie, cheat, smoke, dancepwetyour neighbor’s stuff.

Oh yeah, | just thought of one more: Humor thy éatand thy mother.

One of Moses’ best helpers was Joshua who wasgrs@ible guys to use spies. Joshua fought tlieba
of Geritol and the fence fell over on the town.

After Joshua came David. He got to be the kingilbyyg a giant with a slingshot. He had a son eam
Solomon who had 300 wives and 500 porcupines. édglier said he was wise, but that doesn’t sound
very wise to me.

After Solomon, there were a bunch of major leaguplpets. One of these was Jonah, who was swallowed
by a big whale and then barfed up on the shore.

There were also some minor league prophets, hugdgywe don’t have to worry about them.

After the Old Testament came the New Testamerguslis the star of The New. He was born in
Bethlehem in a barn. (I wish | had been born Iraan too, because my mom is always saying to me,
‘Close the door! Were you born in a barn?’ It wobklnice to say, ‘As a matter of fact | was’)

During his life, Jesus had many arguments withesigitike the Pharisees and the Democrats. Jesus al
had twelve opossums. The worst one was Judas &gysr Judas was so evil that they named a terrible
vegetable after him.

Jesus was a great man. He healed many leoparassangreached to some Germans on the Mount. But
the Democrats and all those guys put Jesus orbfate Pontius the Pilot. Pilot didn’t stick wgr flesus.
He just washed his hands instead.

Anyways, Jesus died for our sins, then came batifetagain. He went up to Heaven but will be back
again at the end of the Aluminum. His return igtold in the book of Revolution.

Author Unknown (but don’t you wish you had thougjtit?)
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Christmas blessings to...
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