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“Abiding in Christ, Loving as Christ, Inviting to @rist”

February 2010

6 75 510112 Just HOW did Jesus say others should be ablel ihé¢iwe are His disciples?

19

...by our bumper stickers?
...by our ability to speak “Christian-ese”?
...by our weird ways?

, ?
Pastor's Message .-by our love

(If you are unsure, please check out John 13: 34-35

Some church-goers are ok with merely hoping thagtrevell to others; and good reactions are nideate. But
as a Christian community of faith we need to beaptiwe — not just reactive — in living out our loigg one
another.

While | hope you will read everything in this Chonsewsletter, there are two items in this newsiéttevhich |
ask you to give your special attention. First is 8assion’sAgreement for Christian Conflict” These eight
principles are ones that this congregation’s lestuprbelieves are core.

As you read this, you may be wailif@h no! It is only our new pastor’s first Sessioreeting, and they are
already duking it out!"Heavens no! But | DO know that as we all seekv® dut our lives together in Christ,
there WILL be differences: the room is too hotlbahe music is too loud/soft; more money shouldaycstaff/
missions; the bathroom toilet tissue should beldefaqueezable!

Where people are engaged in and invested in tloeimeats of any endeavor (as everyone SHOULD be in
Church), we will never be at a loss for findingfeiEnces. What should set us apart from the werttbt some
sugary-sweet-smiling idyllic flat-water versionméace, but rather HOW we deal with our differengken
they arise. Will we scream, pout, bully, or dementilze opposition to get our way, or will we try@sus’ way?
Please examine carefully our spiritual leaders’ mitment to that better way. And most importantiyl] you
also commit yourself to such principles?

The second item of special note is 8u®.W.E.R. Prayer (PrayingOur Way toEasterRadically). My hope
and dream is that every man, woman and child iftipipate. Prayer does many things, including difes
others, clearing the spiritual static in our owiadi® and building community.

As we work things out between us in godly ways, asigve support each other in prayer, may our wanddnd
us be able to look at us and say, “My how thosestians love each other so!”

Love, in Jesus,

Dr. T

Newspapers recently carried the story of a concelayeman who started a new kind of prayer ministry.
He set up a booth close to a fairly busy road. tegha sign that read “Need prayer? Stop here.”

The man was surprised at the response. He wadbusptpraying. After all, who doesn’t need prayer?

What a blessing that a man with a thoughtful ndnd a concerned spirit chose to minister to passers
by, who were humble enough to admit they needegepra

Bethlehem Presbyterian Newsletter -- 7608 Concagih\ay -- Monroe, NC 28110 -- Bethlehem@bethleheunci.net



P )P
+
# ( ,%%-
$1% &'
(!
oL", & - 4
+./ /o $2%3"% 565*5 575
o 2& 4 2&
. 1%
)! & & )! 8
/ " %
+./
)!
Notes:




AN AGREEMENT FOR CHRISTIAN CONFLICT
For all Leaders and Members of the faith commukiitgwn as Bethlehem Presbyterian Church
Approved by Bethlehem Presbyterian Session - Jgriiga 2010

Unity of the Spirit, Intent on one purpose is tlualg Therefore we will not engage in or permit dive
conversations or behaviors. Rather we will:

Address problems, not attack persons.

Openly speak our own opinions.

Aim to build, not to blame.

Confront others’ behaviors and ideas, not timgitives or worth.

Not personalize differences.

Speak respectfully to and about one another.

Go to one another in accordance with Scriptoiteytto work out differences.
Strive to unite around the common aims to obewill of our Lord.

© N s DR

Does a rare chance to shop
Make your plans now to join inthe ~handmade knitted scarf, aé
fun at the Presbyterian Women'’s lovingly constructed &
6th at 10:30 am. Dr. Leigh Younce delicious specialty cake m&ii%
will be speaking on Heart Health for perhaps a batch of /’\q
I)
on the food, fellowship, information and, new this you: Ifdyou are ahwoman \b] P
year, a silent auction! If you need any additional In attendance at this years
will have an opportunity to offer silent bids on
these and other items donated by Bethlehem
family. Check out our Silent Auction. You
could be the highest bidder on an exciting

for and purchase a
annual Parade of Tables on Februarywooden birdhouse, a
Women. You don’t want to miss out homemade candy excite
information, please give Pat Sloan a calll. Parade of Tables on Saturday, February 6, you
members as well as friends of our church
treasure to take home!!!
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Praying Our Way to Easter Radically spells POWER!

Our Session is asking each of us to be prayed AL D throughout the forty days prior to Easter. Bat that to
happen, we need your help, by your doing two things

I. On one of the?OWER PRAYERcards, Check your name where it says “Yes, | paliticipate in our Bethlehem
POWER PRAYERProgram”, and then place it into the offering plate or niailo the Church office (there is a

space on the card for specific prayer requesysufwould like to use it — requests will NOT be raguliblic);
Il. As you leave the February 14 morning worshipyee, take one card from the basket at the dodrthen

lll. PRAY for that personbeginning Wednesday, February 17(the f' Day of Lent) each day until Easter

(quidelines and suggestions will be provided in thbulletin for those who may not feel fluent in “prayer”),

knowing that someone else is praying specificalyfOU each day!

That's it! It is our hope th&VERY ONE OF YOU will take part. This is a simple opportunity tomsiter to one
another at a profoundly spiritual level. Prayerrges things!

Special note for those who cannot get to ChurciiVe especially want you to be able to particip&e! will see that
you soon get a card to fill out and will deliventou one from the congregation after February 14!

Note to Parents:Please help your child(ren) participate; a chilgifayers are special: they tend to be unencumiligre
anti-believing stuff that too often rattleswand in our adult heads! So please see that ealthias a card filled out

the

for them and that they take one on Feb. 14.

Early POWER PRAYERHelps and Hints

So How Can | Pray For You?

2.
3.
4

Noo

4,

Remember:
1.

God wants to spend time with you—to hear from,ywt to watch you put on some impressive show.
You get no extra points with God for flowery dprage.

God does not “give us a better grade” for ugixiga words.

Prayer i<oming humbly into the presence of the Almightysirating honestly what is on your heart— wha
you think, feel or intend.

God seems to welcome prayer in just about amy fee can muster, our thoughts or words.

God wants us to pray honestly and earnestly.

As you pray for the name you have drawn, focasenon presenting the PERSON before the Lord, ratize
getting your words exactly right.

How to be more effective in your praying:
1.
2.
3.

Set aside a regular time to pray.

Find a quiet place —at least as much as possible

Post this page on your refrigerator — or put i ipbur Bible — or tape it to your bathroom mirrowherever
you will see it daily.

Don't hesitate to ask the person what THEIR pe&rceived needs are, and add those to your list.

One helpful outline for your daily prayer time egprayACTS:

Adoration: Praise God. Name as many aspects of His Charamteran think of: such as His Power, His Holiness,

His Love, His Mercy, etc.

Confession:Admit to God that you have sinned; be specificntbiaim His forgiveness.
Thanksgiving: Thank God for who He is and what He has done, and/iat He has promised.
Supplication: Tell God what is on your heart, including askingfis action in current or future situations.
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_______________________________|

| David Crowell is now at Duke University recoverlng:
Ifrom a stem cell transplant. He is doing well and |
| enjoys receiving cards and letters from the foldxﬁehat:
' home. If you would like to send him a card his &ddr|
| is:

|
David Crowell :
Independence Park Apartments :
602 William Penn Plaza I
Durham, NC 27704 l

|

|

|

Please plan to bring a canned good or monetary
donation for the SOUPer Bowl of Caring offering on
Sunday, February 7th. Please see the Youth page for
more information.

2nd Annual Youth Indoor Attic Sale
\ Please see the information about our 2nd
Annual Attic Sale on the Youth Page. The

youth would like to ask any member of the congriegat
that would like to help donate, sort and/or priegnis to
please join us in the Fellowship Hall on the wesdding
up to the sale. Thank you in advance!

January 1 - January 24, 2010 N

General Fund $ 14,740.65 .
Preschool $ 895.00 -
Sunday School $ 156.00 "
TTT $ 6,190.00 .
Haiti Relief $ 1,500.00 -
Total $ 23,481.65 .

Dear Bethlehem Congregation,

Thank you so very much for the
Christmas bonus and Food Lion gift
card. You have always been very

supportive of the music ministry and the work lato
Bethlehem. 2009 was a very exciting year with Riley
adoption becoming final, but it has also been a
financially stressful one as well since | am noguieed
to pay for her daycare. As many of you know daycare
costs are astronomical. BUT | would not trade being
mother for anything else in the world and you have
accepted Riley as part of the family of Bethleherd a
we both love you all. Here is looking forward tgraat
2010!

Love to all!
Debbie
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S
February Birthdays...

6th ....Jan Haigler, Ken Thomas
7th ... Banks Huntley
8th ... Vivian Belk, Ann Price
9th ... Kim Hinson
10th ...Mallory Wilhelm
15th....Everette Hall, Louise Mullis
18th....Alison Hrischenko
20th....Oscar Outen
24th... Brenda Gaddy
28th....Kerry Price

T e

PreSchool

The preschool celebrated the New year by creatinty p
hats and noisemakers and making a joyful noise! The
children are continuing their studies of the algtab
numbers, shapes and the addition of the colorsdiide
white. Our character traits are caring and helpitig.had
our first Bible time with Dr. T and are excitedrteeet
with him each week.

Preschool registration will begin in February. duyknow
anyone you know would like information on the
program, please call the office at 704-753-4223 |lamidi
be happy to get the packet to you.

Our spring/summer consignment sale is scheduled for
March 20th. We accept children’s and maternitythad,
shoes, accessories, toys, books, games, bikes and
furniture. No car seats are allowed. Proceeds iarged!
60/40 with the consigners receiving 60%.

The teachers and | want to thank each and evergfone
you for your support of the preschool and for the
wonderful Christmas bonus.

é\folunteer
J‘?i%__ /#,  February 2010
%ﬁf féf
Schedule

February 7

8:45 Greeters: Oscar & Deanna Outen
8:45 Nursery: Kara & Zoe Lemon
11:00 Ushers: B.B. Haigler

11:00 Nursery: Faye Vicars

Open Church: Don Price

Close Church: Gerald Gaddy

February 14

8:45 Greeters: Patricia Kindley

8:45 Nursery: Mike & Tana McConnaughey
11:00 Ushers: Henry & Ruby Hall

11:00 Nursery: Louise Crawford

Open Church: Tom Aldridge

Close Church: B.B. Haigler

February 21

8:45 Greeters: Rex & Bonnie Hovey
8:45 Nursery: The Sherwoods
11:00 Ushers: Brenda Huntley
11:00 Nursery: Jan Haigler

Open Church: B.B. Haigler

Close Church: George Sloan

February 28

8:45 Greeters: Robin Castorina

8:45 Nursery: Alisa & Mallory Wilhelm
11:00 Ushers: Tommy & Judy Johnson
11:00 Nursery: Brenda Huntley

Open Church: Rex Hovey

Close Church: Tilden Belk

**Please Note: Please exchange dates with somedne
you can not be at church on your assigned Sunday.
Thanks you for your help and cooperation.

“Fear imprisons, faith liberates; fear paralyzes,
faith empowers; fear disheartens, faith encourdges;
sickens, faith heals; fear makes useless, faittemak
serviceable — and, most of all, fear puts hopelessat
the heart of life, while faith rejoices in its Gbd.
—Harry Emerson Fosdick
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January Session Brief.....

Dr. Ken Thomas moderated his first Session meeting
Bethlehem with all members present. He expressed
“thanks” for the opportunity to serve us and shdnsd
style of leadership which includes being a spititua
example, working together, training others and
ministering in and outside of the church. His work
schedule will be as follows: Monday, working outhi$
home; Tuesday—Thursday working in and out of the
church office with a staff meeting at 10:00 each
Wednesday morning; Friday, a day off if possible.

Ministry teams gave updates on current projects:
Building & Grounds: Maintenance in the church office
which includes shelves, carpet and insulation.
Christian Education: Bible study starting February
16th.

Worship: Everyone encouraged to spend extra time in
prayer starting with Lent through Easter sea¥da.

Need To Be A Praying Church!A Tenebrae Easter
Service will be planned.

Session adopted an agreement for Christian cofblict
our church.

A committee was appointed to plan an event forodut
debt pay-off on the MPR/Preschool facility in thpgisg.

Bethlehem Youthwill be involved in four big activities

during 2010;

1. Winter-Jam in Greenville, SC
2. Attic sale

3. Beach trip

4. Fund raiser

Be praying for our Session as they need guidance on
three important questions for our church:

A. Where does evangelism fit in?

B. B. How do we share our faith?

C. C. How do we reach out?

The regular Session meeting time will be the 2nd
Tuesday night of each month. The next scheduled
meeting is February 9th in the church office aD7t.

Our Church Mouse is once again a part
of the Rotation in Sunday School! We
need to say "thanks" to Pastor Mike and
to Andy for all of the technical set up.
The software library that we have had
for several years is limited and outdated.
The CE Team is working to purchase

seven copies of newer software to use in our coenput
lab. Each set cost approximately $150. If you kdou
like to make a donation toward new software, please
one of the CE Team members. They are Patsy
Cuthbertson, Carolyn Gordon, Patricia Kindley, Vg
Moss, Pat Sloan, and Judy Johnson. Your giftlvell
appreciated and "tax deductible"!

The "Adopt A Soldier" program is in progress. Ghec
out the bulletin board in the new building near thst
rooms and in the hall across from the Grant Duncan
Class. The names and addresses of soldiers hawe be
put in pockets for you to reach in and take oneu ¥an
choose to write a letter to one of those soldiengoo
can contribute articles to help make a "care" pgeKar
a soldier. Check out the suggested list of thsuidiers
request posted throughout the church. If a solcher
risk his life for us, we can surely honor him/hethaa
letter and /or a "care" package!

Our own "jack-of-all-trades" Andy continues to work
toward his Masters degree in Christian Educatias.

part of his internship, he will begin working witie
children in JAMS the last of January. He has alyea
had his "feet wet" working with the Pre-school kais
Wednesdays when Pastor Mike was in Israel. Fram th
reaction of the kids toward Andy, he must have dmne
"bang-up" good job. What a talent to be able toeno
from "youth" age to preschoolers in just a coufle o
days! He truly is a "jack-of-all-trades"!

@@ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ
The family of Sadie Ledbetter
acknowledges with deep appreciation y
Love in Christ,

Doris & Charles Greene

kind expressions of sympathy.
é%io
= e S0 e TRe T e

Thank you all for your prayers, cards,
visits and food. We love you all.

]
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Many stories about the origin of Valentine’s

Day have come down through the centuries. Thei@'s n
definitive story, but most revolve around the irsprment
of Valentinus (St. Valentine) for his disregardRdman
laws.

Many legends are also associated with Valentine’s

Day. For example, because birds seemed to arrive an
mate in some countries in mid-February, human @supl
came to be called “love birds.”

In 1667, the first recorded Valentine card was
printed. Today, people will give their sweethearts
countless millions of cards and acres of heart-atiap
boxes filled with candy. But why wait for ValentiseDay
to share love with others? Remember Jesus’ wordshn
13:34 (NRSV): “I give you a new commandment, that y
love one another.”

Yoke

The yoke is a burden of hardship and toil, as a=l|
of subservience. But Jesus said the “yoke” of sgrim is

“easy” and that he provides rest for the weary (Maw
11:28-30). The yoke also symbolizes human allegiaas
in marriage (2 Corinthians 6:14, NIV).

" #

A missionary was telling a Native American about
Christ, the Son of God, and how we gather everyd8yiho

worship our Creator. The man was curious why Christ
worship together each week. “Does this God comg omnl
Sundays?” he asked.

How would you have answered?

Lord Robert Baden-Powell (1857-1941) was
a lieutenant-general in the British Army who loved
hiking and camping in the wilderness. He wrote a
small handbook for soldiers called Aids to Scouting
It became so popular among teachers and youth
leaders that he rewrote it with young people indnin
Scouting for Boys was immediately a best seller and
led to the establishment of many Boy Scout groaps i
England.

Soon afterward, scouting groups began
popping up across America. Churches were so
supportive of the movement’s values that many
churches sponsored Scout troops — and still do.

The official beginning of Scouting in
America was February 8, 1910. Each year, many
churches recognize their Scouts on the Sundayéefor
February 8.

The leaders of Boy Scouts of America have
designated September 1, 2009, through December 31,
2010 as “A Year of Celebration.” The year’'s
highlight will be Jamboree 2010 (July 26—August 4,
2010), which promises to be the largest celebraifon
Scouting in America. More than 43,000 scouts and
leaders are expected to attend the event at FBrt A.
Hill, a 76,000-acre camp outside Washington, D.C.

Whatever you send me, Lord, | will
accept.

My response may be clumsy, or
even inept.

But | know you want only the best
for me, too.

So with your help, I'll do what you
want me to do.

—Peggy Ferrell

Bethlehem Presbyterian Newsletter -- 7608 Concagih\ay -- Monroe, NC 28110 -- Bethlehem@bethleheunci.net



Bethlehem Presbyterian Newsletter -- 7608 Concagih\ay -- Monroe, NC 28110 -- Bethlehem@bethleheunci.net



P '# $%&" %

‘'snsar Jo aouasald

Bs18e) 01Ul 8oUBN|UI JO B1aYdS INO UIYIM 3SOU] [[e

a1MmuUIgHIe} 8y) PO9 JO uoisinoid pue snsar Jo aduasald

ay) Ag passa|g oym SIanaljaq Jo AUunwiwiod e are apn
02Z-6T:82 Mayrefe ayl Jo pua ay) 0] ‘sheme noA yum we
| “JIaquiquy ‘noA papurwwod aAry | eyl buiyifiana Aaqo o)
way) buiyomae 1nds AjoH auy Jo pue UoS ay) Jo pue JsyreS
ayy Jo awep @ way) buizndeq ‘suoneu |je jo sajdiosip axew
pue alojaiay) 0WGT-ST:0T SUBWOM IUSS ale Aay) ssajun
wrjaard 01 Asy) ale Moy puy ¢ wiy wrejooud 0} sauoawos
INOEPNNQ) ABY) 81 MOY puUY ¢ pJeay Janau aney Ayl Woym
10 2Bnalaq 0] A3Y) a1e MOy PUY ¢PaAallag 10U aney Aayl
WOoYM LD 810 [[ed 01 Aay] ale moy Ing , paAes a( |[eys pioT

3U1 JO sweu 3y} Uo S|[ed oym auoAIanl, - "

“&@\g|yum sJayio Buino| Aq saAl| ino ul aoelb ,snsar

puogisal 0] %89S oYM SIaAaIljag JO AUNWIWO B ale S\
€T-2T:GT UYOorspuall) S,aU0 10J 8l S,8U0 UMOP Ae| 01 ‘SIy}
ueylenepIB sey auo oN 'NOA pano] aAey | Se Jayloue auo
3A0| NOA 12Ul ‘JUBWpURWWOD AW SI SIYy] - " $

‘awies ay) op 0] SIsY10
afieoua |Im apA “I1SUYD Ul po9 yum diysuone|al ino
argu 0Jul MoJB 0] SALIIS OYM pue snsar Jo asuasaud
QUaanp 0] %23S OYM SIBA3I[3] JO ANUNWWOID B are S\
G:GT uyor Buiyiou op ued noA
aW woJy 1eeEie20aq ‘UnJy yonw Jeaq way ul | pue aw ul apige
oYym asoy] ‘sayouelq ayl ase NoA ‘aulA ay) we | - "

(%)



