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                  “Abiding in Christ, Loving as Christ, Inviting to Christ”  
     
January 2010 

Update!  Oscar and Deanna Outen 
continue to teach the scouting 
program  "God and Country" to our 
students in Sunday School.  The 
Church Mouse (computer lab) will be 
up and running with new software to 
bring more excitement to our 
Rotation.  The Cornerstone Class 
continues with their study of Rick 
Warren's book, "The Purpose Driven 

Life".  The Grant Duncan Class, Frank Jones Class 
and the Senior Citizen class will continue studying 
the Standard Sunday School Lesson material, NOW 
in large print for those of us with fading 
eyesight!  The Preschool Class has had to say a sad 
good-bye to "Miss Terri" (Terri West) who had been 
one of their teachers for a long time.  Terri decided to 
join her family at her husband's home church. (We'll 
miss Terri!) Thank you, Miss Terri, for all of your 
hard work and dedication to our "little ones" at 
Bethlehem!  A big Bethlehem "thank you" goes out to 
all of our Sunday School teachers who have felt God's 
lead to teach others His word!   Are you attending our 
wonderful Sunday School?  If you are not, God wants 
to see you there in 2010!  

Aren't you glad that you can go the grocery store and 
buy milk when you run out?  Or drive your car down 
the highway without worrying of roadside bombs?  
Freedom to do all of these things we often take for 
granted!  There are many soldiers away from their 
families fighting for these simple freedoms for others.  
The JAMS Caravan will be working to let some of 
our service men know that they are appreciated!  
With your help, we will be getting names and 
addresses of soldiers who are now serving overseas.  
We hope to adopt them by being "pen pals" and by 
sending them some "care" packages!  Please give the 
names and addresses of anyone you may know 
serving our country to any member of the CE team.  
The adoption process will begin! 
 
Some suggestions from folks who have "heard" what 
our troops might like to have are:  disposal razors, 
hand sanitizers, gum, hard candy, pencils, pencil 
sharpeners, pads of paper, stamps, baby wipes, 
shampoo, lotion, puzzle books and bars of soap.  In 
your freedom to go to the grocery store when you 
need to, please pick up any of these items and donate 
them to our troops.  JAMS will get them ready for 
shipping!  A soldier somewhere will be thanking you!  
We all thank you, too! �������������	
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In an effort to hold-down costs, the Session has 
decided to discontinue mailing the Bethlehem Star.  
The newsletter will continue to be available on the 
website, www.bethlehemchurch.net.  A copy will 
be mailed to our shut-ins, and there will be a few 
copies available in the MPR and sanctuary if you 
don’t have internet access. 
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It’s hard to believe that the past year 
has come and gone. It seems like only 
yesterday that I was talking to Jan 
Haigler and Pat Sloan about coming to 
Bethlehem. Yet, here we are, getting 

ready to say “Goodbye.” My only comment, is, “What a 
wonderful time of ministry, friendship and joyful 
blessings I have had being here!” I could not have 
asked for a better congregation to serve and love. 
I will miss you all dearly. My heart will always be with 
you, and I will never forget you. Yes, I am excited 
about what the Lord has ahead for me, but, it will be 
hard to top this past year. 
I feel you as a church have really held together in 
remarkable ways, not only this past year, but in years 
past, as well! What you’ve been through has only 
made you stronger. It is my prayer that you will not 
only continue to grow, but blossom even more so with 
your new pastor Brother Ken Thomas. 
I ask that you keep the Ward family in your prayers, as 
we will always do for you. I know the Lord has exciting 
times ahead for all of us, for He has us here for a 
purpose. You continue to fulfill your calling and pray 
that the Wards will be able to continue theirs. We all 
feel like you took us in as a new family to love. Keep 
that up for future families, for they are coming! 
If you’re ever in the Parkwood school area, give us a 
call. We’d love to see you in our new home. 
 God Bless, and, ’til we meet again! 
 
Michael 

December 1 - December 31, 2009  
 

General Fund  $ 29,320.00 
Preschool  $      200.00 
Sunday School  $        17.00 
TTT   $      414.00 
 
 Total  $ 29,951.00 

You may pick up your 
statements in the 
Fellowship Hall 

beginning Sunday, 
January 10 

Dear Church Family, 
 
I just wanted to say thank you for 
the wonderful Christmas bonus and 
gift card. 2009 was a difficult year 

for me and my family but, as always, you were there to 
help me through the good times and the bad. I love 
serving the Lord with you here at Bethlehem. I am 
looking forward to see what the Lord has in store for all 
of us in 2010. 
 
Serving Him, 
Linda 
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 Economically speaking, 2009 was a dreadful year 
for many families around the world. Some lost homes, 
cars and jobs. Many are unable to fund college educations 
for their children, and bank accounts have dwindled. 
What will 2010 bring: movement toward less of 
everything or toward a more hopeful future? 
 Here’s a good resolution to make: “Our family 
will pay close attention to our income, our savings and 
our necessary purchases. We will keep a record of every 
dollar spent and every dollar saved.”  
 Money accumulated, invested and given wisely 
will bring peace of mind and the ability to contribute 
more to the church and people in need. Families must 
develop a healthy attitude toward money. Scripture 
doesn’t condemn money; it simply warns against loving it 
or making it an idol (1 Timothy 6:10). 
 With God as our mentor, nearly every family can 
avoid having crushing debt. Wise stewardship brings 
relief and unbridled joy to those who practice it. As 
economist George Humphrey said, “I don’t think you can 
spend yourself rich.” 
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1st ….Leigh Anne Hrischenko 
4th … Betty Faulk 
5th … Anthea Aldridge 
7th … Jennifer Hrischenko, Steven Lucas 
10th ...Tony Helms 
14th….Zachary Brame 
15th….Haron Purser  
16th….Andrew Brame 
17th… Rachel Helms 
18th….Zachary Lucas, Chad Price 
19th….Leigh Younce 
20th…..Eric Thomas 
24th….Matthew Price 
25th….Justin Brame 
30th….Gaston Outen, Dennis Simpson 
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January Birthdays... 

                                     

                                       January 2010  
 
 
January 3 
8:45 Greeters: The Brame family 
8:45 Nursery:  Alisa & Mallory Wilhelm  
11:00 Ushers:   Tilden Belk 
11:00 Nursery: Louise Crawford 
Open Church: Tom Aldridge 
Close Church:  Tilden Belk 
 
January 10 
8:45 Greeters: Danny & Gayle Philemon 
8:45 Nursery:  Alison & Andrew Brame 
11:00 Ushers:   Louie Brantley 
11:00 Nursery: Jan Haigler 
Open Church:  B.B. Haigler 
Close Church:  Gerald Gaddy 
 
January 17 
8:45 Greeters: Don & Ann Price 
8:45 Nursery:  Donna Shumate 
11:00 Ushers:   Tom & Louise Crawford 
11:00 Nursery: Brenda Huntley 
Open Church: Rex Hovey 
Close Church: B.B. Haigler 
 
January 24 
8:45 Greeters: The Lemon family 
8:45 Nursery:  Don & Ann Price 
11:00 Ushers:   Gerald Gaddy 
11:00 Nursery: Kerry & Jessie Price 
Open Church: Patricia Kindley 
Close Church:  George Sloan 
 
January 31 
8:45 Greeters: The McConnaughey 
8:45 Nursery:  Jessie & Hannah 
11:00 Ushers:   Charles & Doris Greeen 
11:00 Nursery: Lazette Thomas 
Open Church:  Danny Philemon 
Close Church:  Tilden Belk 
 
**Please Note:  Please exchange dates with someone if 
you can not be at church on your assigned Sunday. 
Thanks you for your help and cooperation. 

The preschool presented “The First Christmas” on 
December 17th. The children acted out the Nativity story 
dressed in costumes and sang seven songs. Light 
refreshments and fellowship followed the performance. 
 
As you prepare for the new year and maybe clean out 
some closets to make space for new items remember to 
save any toys or clothing to consign at our Spring 
consignment sale scheduled for March 20th. 
 
The teachers and I want to thank each and every one of 
you for the wonderful support of the preschool this past 
year and wish you peace and joy that comes from the 
miracle of Christmas. 
 
In Christ’s love, 
Robin Graham 
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 December Session Brief….. 
    The  Session of Bethlehem Presbyterian Church met at the 
church on December 14, 2009 with eight Session members 
present. The Elders-elect for the year 2012 were also in 
attendance. Rev. Mike Ward opened the meeting with 
devotion and prayer and offered words of encouragement to 
the Session of Bethlehem as we begin the new year with a new 
pastor. 
     The November minutes were not available to be approved.  
They will be approved at the January meeting. The Session 
brief printed in the December newsletter was an abbreviated 
form of the November minutes for all to read. 
     A letter from Sam Roberson, General Presbyter/Stated 
Clerk of Charlotte Presbytery had been sent to all the churches 
requesting that they increase their giving to Presbytery so they 
can meet their 2009 budget. This letter was sent to Rev. Mike 
and to all the Session members. No action was taken at this 
time. 
     Bill Moss, Don Price and Faye Vicars were examined by 
the Moderator and the Session and after expressing their 
personal faith journey the Session unanimously accepted the 
Elders-elect into office for class 2012. Several Session 
members expressed the influence that the Elders-elect had on 
their lives and the life of Bethlehem. 
     Faye Vicars will head the Worship Committee. Bill Moss is 
to head the Finance Committee and is to work on the 
Personnel Committee. Don Price is to start as the Clerk of 
Session and will temporarily head the Visitation and 
Assimilation Committee. This committee will be studied to see 
if it is necessary to have this committee at this time. 
     Two recommendations came from the Building and 
Grounds Committee. The Boy Scouts wants to erect a solar 
lighted flag pole in the median in front of the Multipurpose 
Room. The Scouts will pay for and maintain it. This was 
approved by Session. The second recommendation is for 
guidelines to be printed and posted for all who use the kitchen 
due to some issues that have been occurring with the kitchen.  
New signs will be posted that state children need adult 
supervision while in the kitchen. 
     Andy Blackwelder wants to start an Adult Bible Study at 
the church. It can be in the morning or evening depending on 
the response he gets. It is part of the internship program he is 
in at this time. 
     Six people went on the West Virginia Mission Project and 
had a very rewarding experience. 
     Find Your Path will be January 9, 2010 at Philadelphia 
Presbyterian Church. Dr. Ken Thomas is encouraging as many 
as possible to attend this informative meeting. Dr. Tom Brady 
will be the guest speaker. Session, PNC and teachers are 
especially encouraged to attend. Notify Linda in the church 
office if you want to attend. Registration deadline is Dec. 31. 
Session budget will pay for the cost of the seminar. 
     Dr. Ken Thomas will start his first Sunday with 2 services. 
Communion will continue to be the first Sunday of the month. 
He will be installed as the full-time minister of Bethlehem on 
January 10, 2010 at 3 PM. A light reception will be held after 
the installation. A welcoming luncheon will be planned for 
later in January. 

     December 27th is the Installation/Ordination of the Elders-
elect, class 2012. This service will be held in the Sanctuary. 
     Kerry Price explained the 2010 budget to the Session. It 
was not accepted by the Session at this time so that Dr. 
Thomas could have some input into it. Session is to go to the 
congregation to ask for extra financial help to pay off some of 
the outstanding debts such as the new building and the roof. 
Session went over the 2010 budget and looked for areas to 
trim. One of these areas is the monthly newsletter which can 
be obtained from the church’s website. The newsletter will 
continue to be mailed to the shut-ins and those living out of 
town. The high cost of postage is the reason for this. The 
newsletter will be able to be obtained during the regular 
church services; they will be in baskets near the bulletins. This 
will start next month. Other areas of the budget will be looked 
into before the budget is approved and presented to the 
congregation. 
     Bill Moss and Don Price will be the authorized signatories 
for the investment accounts for Bethlehem. Session passed this 
motion made by Rev. Ward and seconded by Tilden Belk. 
Kerry  Price and Rex Hovey will continue to sign checks for 
the church. 
     Prayer concerns are Ruby Long who is presently at Autumn 
Care in Marshville for rehab and for the Richard Williams 
family following his death. 
     Next Session meeting will be January 11, 2010. 
     With no further business Rev. Ward closed with prayer at 
his last Session meeting with Bethlehem Church. 
. 
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Pastor Ken needs your help!  Please complete this short survey and drop it in the offering plate when you come to 
church on Sunday. This will help him find the “BEST”  things his new home has to offer. 
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