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      St   r of Bethlehem 

                  “Abiding in Christ, Loving as Christ, Inviting to Christ”  
     
July 2009 

VBS at BETHLEHEM    A TRIP BACK IN TIME 
 
Hopefully, you were able to travel with us back to 
ancient Rome and learn about Paul and the 
Underground Church!  Each night, after a delightful 
meal and great fellowship with other "travelers", 
everyone became citizens of Rome.  In the city, there 
were many booths that the "travelers" could observe 
and learn from the different shopkeepers and their 
wares.  Travelers learned Roman numerals from the 
Scribe, as others tasted "rat-on-a-stick and fresh made 
bread at the Food Shop.  At the Toga Shop, everyone 
learned how to "wrap a toga" as in ancient Rome, and 
were shown how the aqueduct was constructed to carry 
water from place to place in the Architecture Booth.  
Everyone made a leather bracelet at the Leather Shop, 
complete with beads!  Wooden tops were constructed 
and painted in the Carpentry Booth with the help of the 
skilled carpenters.  Everyone had the opportunity to 
make a laurel wreath to wear after visiting the Wreath 
Shop as well as a metal necklace with a "hidden" 
message inside at the Metal Booth.  Throughout each 
night there were some tense scenes that arose with 
Roman Soldiers trying to keep Christians from 
learning the truth about Jesus.  Paul was on "house 
arrest" and guarded diligently by Brutus to keep him 
from escaping!  All the time that this was going on, 
Christians worshipped quietly in the underground 
church.  Rome taught us what early Christians had to 
experience just to worship Jesus!  Aren't we lucky that 
we don't have to "sneak" to worship Christ?  

Declaration of 
interdependence 

 

   Let it be declared, announced and 

hereby celebrated … 

• That all people everywhere are 

dependent upon one another. 

• That everyone needs everyone else 

for freedom, life, love and happiness.  

• That all things in the natural order 

are dependent upon everything else. 

• That our little planet and all the 

planets and stars in the solar systems 

are in a state of mutual dependence 

upon one another. 

• That this universally shared 

dependence comes from God and is 

of God. 
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“THE CONSTITUTION” 

 

 

Jay Leno, TV comedian and (former) host of the 

Tonight Show, writes this intriguing story: 

 

My mother lived in constant fear of deportation. You 

could miss up to four questions on the citizenship test, 

and Mom missed five. The question she flunked on 

was: “What is the Constitution of the United States?” 

The answer she gave was: “A boat.” Which wasn’t 

entirely wrong. The USS Constitution was docked in 

Boston. But the judge instantly denied her citizenship. 

My father stormed up to the judge. “What is this? Let 

me see the test! She’s not wrong—the Constitution is 

a boat!” 

 

The judge rolled his eyes and said, “No, the 

Constitution is our basic governing–” 

 

“It’s also a boat in Boston! The Constitution! Same 

thing! Come on!” The judge finally couldn’t take any 

more. He said, “Fine. She’s a citizen. Now get out of 

here!” 

So my father said to my mom, “You passed!” “No, I 

didn’t pass,” she whimpered. “They’re going to come 

after me!” 

 

From then on, any time my mother was even in the 

proximity of a policeman, she quaked with fear. When 

I took her to Scotland in 1983, she asked me, “Will I be 

able to get back in?” 

 

“Ma! Don't worry! That was 50 years ago!” It never 

ended. 

 

Cute story, huh? But, was Jay’s Mom wrong? For, if 

there had been no USS Constitution, would there have 

been a US Constitution? If there had been no valiant 

warriors (both men and women, whether they fought 

on the ship or not) to stand in the breech, willing to 

lay down their lives to uphold the ideals of our 

forefathers, would we be such a great nation today? 

And, yes, I believe we are still a great nation! So, was 

Jay’s Mom so wrong? 

June 7—June 21 2009 
 

General Fund  $ 12,805.06 
Sunday School  $        33.00 
TTT   $      275.00 
 
 Total  $ 13,113.06 

 

I don’t think so, for she apparently loved this 

country enough to fear that she just might lose her 

citizenship. She wanted to be a U.S. citizen so bad 

that it bothered her to the end of her days that she 

could lose so precious a gift. 

 

Are we? So in love with our citizenship? Heavenly 

one, I mean? Are we? We may not be in danger of 

losing it (we are assured of our salvation, are we 

not? For it is Christ doing the saving, not us), but do 

we cherish it as much as Jay’s Mom apparently did? 

Do we remember the awful price that was paid for 

our citizenship? 

 

Contemplate that, and be truly thankful for your 

Heavenly citizenship as well as your American one, 

as you celebrate Independence Day this year. 
 

Michael 
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2nd … Ann Cuthbertson 
6th  ….Blondell Lane 
13th …Anson Outen 
14th …Gaston Dutton 
18th …Lucille Guinter 
19th …Hannah Ferreira 
22nd ...Bill Deason 
25th …Sydney Habbal 
26th …Fadi Habbal 
27th …Brent Younce 
29th….Jesse Lowder 
31st….Jessie Price, Bill Thomas 
 
 If your birthday is not listed or if you are 
not sure we have your birthday, please 
call the church office so we can make 

sure we have it for the future! 

July Birthdays... 

                                     

                                       July 2009  
 
 
July 5 -   
Open Church: Don Price 
8:45 Greeters: Danny & Gayle Philemon 
8:45 Nursery:  Don & Ann Price 
11:00 Ushers:  George & Pat Sloan 
11:00 Nursery: Faye Vicers 
Close Church:  George & Pat Sloan 
 
July 12–  
Open Church: Patricia Kindley 
8:45 Greeters: Tim & Alisa Wilhelm 
8:45 Nursery:  Allison Brame 
11:00 Ushers:  Tom & Louise Crawford 
11:00 Nursery: Jan Haigler 
Close Church:  George & Pat Sloan 
 
July 19–  
Open Church: Don Price 
8:45 Greeters: Bill & Jamie Lemon 
8:45 Nursery:  Kara & Zoe Lemon 
11:00 Ushers:  Tom & Louise Crawford 
11:00 Nursery: Brenda Huntley 
Close Church:  George & Pat Sloan 
 
July26 - 
Open Church: Don Price 
8:45 Greeters: Dowd Presson 
8:45 Nursery:   Alisa & Mallory Wilhelm 
11:00 Ushers:   George & Pat Sloan 
11:00 Nursery: Louise Crawford 
Close Church:  George & Pat Sloan 
 
 

Dear Bethlehem Church Family, 
Thank you all so very much for your cards, prayers and 
phone calls following my recent surgery. I am very lucky 
to have a church family in Bethlehem. 
 
A huge thanks to the choir for the wonderful meal you 
provided. There was so much food, we ate on it for days! 
 
All my love, 
Debbie 
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Session Brief….. 
 
Session met at the Church on June 8 with 7 members 
present. Ruth Alexander opened the meting with a 
Devotion written by her sister. 
 
Session approved Andy Blackwelder to follow through 
with his class assignments and make a presentation to the 
congregation at the end of his class. 
 
Pat Sloan gave a brief report on the last Presbytery 
meeting. A rough draft of the FRAMEWORK FOR A 
NEW DIRECTION, Committee on Ministry was included 
in the meeting and all Session members asked to review it 
and to send their suggestions to the Presbytery by July 3, 
2009. 
 
Session minutes will be added to the church website and 
minutes will be sent to any person requesting them. 
Minutes continue to e placed in the notebook on the case in 
the Trophy Room and the Session brief can be read in the 
newsletter each month. 
 
Building & Grounds reported the windows are their chief 
concern. With half the money already donated for the 
windows, Session approved their request to continue  with 
the window replacement. Any money donated over and 
above the cost of the windows will applied toward the 
building debt. 
 
Christian Education reports VBS is still being planned. Job 
description for the Director of Christian Education has 
been placed on the Presbytery website and will be posted 
in the local newspapers. 
 
Congregational Care reported on the May activities and 
some of the members of the congregation with special 
needs. 
 
Mission & Service reports donations to Loaves and Fishes 
continue to go well. A group will be going back to West 
Virginia July 14, 15 and 16 to take school supplies. 
Monetary donations will be collected also. 
 
Personnel reports only one person has applied for DCE 
position. 
 
Preschool director, Robin Graham, is scheduled for 
surgery. 
 
Kerry Price and Tommy Brame are to talk to the COM, 
Warren Nance, regarding the lack of better communication 
from the Presbytery regarding some issues coming from 

the Presbytery.  The rough draft regarding the COM will 
help eliminate any further problems with our Session 
giving them proper feedback when the questionnaire is 
answered. 
 
The next stated meeting will be July 13, 2009 at 7:00 pm, 
at the church. 
 
Pastor Mike closed the meeting with prayer. 

“America” 
 

 Samuel Francis Smith, a Baptist pastor, wrote 

the hymn “America” in 1831. Smith was studying a 

tune he had never heard, although he knew the British 

used it for the hymn “God Save the King.” The British 

had borrowed the tune from the Germans, who gave it 

patriotic lyrics. 

 Smith described what happened as he 

contemplated the tune: “I instantly felt the impulse to 

write a patriotic hymn of my own, adapted to the tune. 

Picking up a scrap of waste paper which lay near me, I 

wrote at once, probably within half an hour, the hymn 

‘America,’ as it is now known everywhere.”     

 Smith’s friend and classmate Oliver Wendell 

Holmes once told him, “Your name and fame will live 

when I and my works are forgotten.” 
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