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                  “Abiding in Christ, Loving as Christ, Inviting to Christ”  
     
July 2010 

WANTED: Space explorers to join a cosmic 
adventure praising God! 
 
Would you like to spend a three days on the starship  
Galactic Praise traveling through the wonders of 
space and exploring God’s incredible creation? This 
cosmic mission comes complete with out-of-this-
world adventures, exciting challenges, great music 
and hours of fun! 
 
Sign up for a VBS leadership role and join the 
galactic praise team for Galactic Blast: A Cosmic 
Adventure Praising God! 
 
Join us July 12th, 13th and 14th. 
 

When you think back on your days growing up, some 
of your fondest memories may well be the things that 
you got to do in the summer!  School was out and 
there were no schedules for catching a school bus or 
doing homework!  Those long lazy days of summer 
could bring about "what can I do now?"  Usually about 
the time you were wondering what you could do next, 
it was time for Vacation Bible School!  Wow!  That 
was an exciting time for getting back together with 
your friends and loads of fun activities to fill your 
days!  At the end of that week of VBS, you were 
usually treated to a freezer of homemade ice cream on 
the last day and a ceremony in front of the whole 
church when you were presented a certificate of 
participation!  You had learned verses of scripture that 
you could repeat from memory to your family!  What a 
sense of accomplishment!   
 Vacation Bible School is still an important learning 
activity in the life of our church.  Various companies 
now publish VBS theme-based curricula that come 
complete with "lots of bell and whistles" to make the 
learning fun!  This year our church will have a 
"Galactic Blast" which is a cosmic adventure praising 
God!  Outer space will capture and intrigue our young 
learners!  As you pass through the Fellowship Hall, 
there is a list, posted, of things that are needed to turn 
our church into a space adventure!  If you can help by 
bring something on that list, please put your name on it 
and place it in the Frank Jones Class in the back corner 
of the room. Then if you can help in ANY way, please 
volunteer your time and talent by calling Magda 
Thomas, Donna Shumate, Andy Blackwelder, Judy 
Johnson, Patricia Kindley, Virginia Moss, Carolyn 
Gordon or Pat Sloan.  You will help make this a 
memorable experience for someone in our church, just 
as someone did for you. 

�������������	���
 
 As we celebrate America’s birthday, it’s 
interesting to note that clergymen wrote both the 
Pledge of Allegiance and the hymn “My Country ’Tis 
of Thee.” Rev. Francis Bellamy wrote the pledge in 
1892. Rev. Samuel Francis Smith wrote the hymn in 
1831. Both men were Baptist ministers. 
 The pledge was first used in public schools in 
1892 during Columbus Day observances. “My Country 
’Tis of Thee” was used as a national song before “The 
Star-Spangled Banner” was named America’s national 
anthem in 1931  
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  June 2010 2010 Year-to-Date 
Actual  $18,101.74     $121,087.71 

Budget $18,668.00          $121,342.00

   

Difference -$566.26           -$254.29  

“ I’m sitting at my office desk. It is 96 
Degrees outside. Summer is upon us. 

And so are the weeds. They creep into 
my garden from the sides when I’m not 

looking. They pop up in the spots where they use to 
thrive unmolested. Which nowadays is right in the 
middle of my tomatoes, squash, and corn. 

They steal nutrients, water, and my time as I try to get 
rid of them. Which has to be just about on a daily basis. 
A month or so ago they went too long without any 
attention. Which produced a lush, green weed patch 
where my garden was supposed to be! 

A team of Bethlehem folks and I are prayerfully looking 
at a ministry we might offer to the community that is 
designed to help people work on Hurts, Habits, and 
Hang-ups – the weeds of our lives that steal our energies 
and attentions from the good things God the Great 
Gardener has planned for us. 

He wants to grow in us the Fruit of the Spirit: Love, Joy, 
Peace, Patience, Kindness, Goodness, Faithfulness, 
Gentleness, and Self-control [Galatians 5:22-23]. But the 
old weeds keep popping up. Especially if we don’t 
address them: old wounds, bad habits, and areas where 
our Christian progress simply gets stuck! 

The old weeds have to be pulled out. By the roots. 
Which often isn’t easy. They take daily attention. 

But they CAN simply get crowded out by the good that 
the Great Gardener has planted. And that’s a good thing. 
Just watch out for the dadblamed sneaky stuff hiding 
under the squash leaves! 

In Jesus, 

Dr. T, Assistant Gardener to the Great Gardener 

Someone gave this to my dad years ago.  My mom 
was looking through his papers and found this.  I 
think we all could learn something from this.  Don't 
you?   
Debbie 
 

AN HONEST HYMNAL 
(If We Sang the Way We Felt) 

 
WHEN MORNING GUILDS THE SKIES 
MY HEART AWAKENING CRIES 
oh no, another day! 
 
AMAZING GRACE HOW SWEET THE SOUND 
THAT SAVED A WRETCH LIKE you. 
 
I LOVE TO TELL THE STORY 
have you heard about Jim and Sally? 
 
THE CHURCH'S ONE FOUNDATION 
is tax deductible 
 
I LOVE THY CHURCH O GOD, 
HER WALLS BEFORE ME STAND; 
but please excuse my absence, Lord 
my bed feels simply grand!! 
 
A CHARGE TO KEEP I HAVE, 
A GOD TO GLORIFY; 
but Lord, don't ask for cash from me 
that price comes way too high. 
 
AM I A SOLDIER OF THE CROSS 
A FOLLOWER OF THE LAMB? 
yes! though I seldom pray or pay 
I still insist I am. 
 
MUST JESUS BEAR THE CROSS ALONE 
AND ALL THE WORLD GO FREE 
no! others, Lord, should do their part 
but please don't count on me. 
 
PRAISE GOD FROM WHOM ALL BLESSINGS 
FLOW, 
PRAISE HIM ALL CREATURES HERE 
BELOW  
oh loud my hymns of praise I bring 
because it doesn't cost to sing! 
 
 
 
Reprinted from Lists THE BOOK by permission of 
the author Derric Johnson 
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2nd …Ann Cuthbertson 
6th … Blondell Lane 
10th…Frances Price 
13th ...Anson Outen 
14th ...Gaston Dutton 
19th…Hannah Ferreira 
22nd...Bill Deason 
25th…Sydney Habbal 
26th…Fadi Habbal 
27th…Brent Younce 
29th….Jesse Lowder 
31st….Jessie Price, Bill Thomas 
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July Birthdays... 

Our graduation program would rival any Hollywood 
Oscar night! The children performed a song and dance 
routine “Start Spreading the News” to the song “New 
York, New York”. Awards were given for the categories 
of costume design, set decoration, sound effects, and 
mechanical engineering. The commencement ceremony 
followed with seven students graduating. 
 
We will have an Open House during VBS this year. The 
preschool rooms will be open for any prospective parents 
to look at the program and talk with me. 
 
Preschool registration is now open to the public. If you or 
anyone you know has a community email directory or 
message board please send me your email address so I 
can send information about the program to be posted on 
your directory. You may call the office at 704-753-4223 
and ask for Robin for more information. 
 
One man’s trash is another man’s treasure—here is a list 
of items the preschool could use: 
4 or 5 quart plastic  ice cream tubs 
2 liter soda bottles 
Stickers 
Magazines or calendars with pictures of people, food, 
animals or plants. 
Hard cardboard tubes like ones from rolls of foil. 
 
The teachers and I want to thank each and every one of 
you for your support of the preschool and a special thank 
you to the hard working members of the preschool board. 
 
In Christ’s love, 
Robin Graham 

Welcome to our new members….. 
 
Mary Ann Cuthbertson    Phone # 704-753-3366 
402 Highway 218 West 
Indian Trail NC 28079 
 
Mike & Donna Wilhelm   Phone #   
13024 Cloverbottom Drive 
Charlotte NC 28227 
 
Daphne Dutton Caldwell      Phone # 704-753-1222 
2610 Highway 218 East 
Monroe NC 28110 
 
Magda E. Thomas              Phone # 704-545-7310 
9824 Arlington Oaks Drive 
Charlotte NC 28227 
 
Mary Catherine Ennis Knight    Phone # 704-893-0860 
5010 Enderbury Drive 
Indian Trail NC 28079 
 
Bob and Amy Currie        Phone # 704-753-5680 
5518 Cyrus Lee Lane 
Monroe NC 28110 
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 “Wake up, sing up, preach up, pray up, pay up, 
stay up and never give up or let up or back up or shut up, 
until the cause of Christ in the church and the world is built 
up.” 
—Woodland Christian Church, Kansas City, Missouri 
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Bethlehem Presbyterian Church 
Cemetery Guidelines 

 
OBJECTIVE: 
The objective of the Cemetery Committee is to clarify guidelines for the use of Bethlehem Presbyterian Church.  The 
committee wishes to act as good stewards of the grounds of the church, and to use the available facilities in a manner 
providing the greatest comfort to bereaved members. 
 
GUIDELINES: 
1.The Cemetery Committee is in charge of the cemetery, under the authority and supervision of the Session.  A map will 
be maintained showing claimed and unclaimed spaces.  This map and guidelines for cemetery usage will be reviewed 
and updated every three years. 
 
2.Active members of Bethlehem Church and their children, age 22 and under, will receive their grave spaces without 
charge. 
 
3.Non-members will be required to contribute $1000.00 per space when reserved.  This contribution will be used to 
maintain the cemetery/grounds and is nonrefundable. 
 
4.Cemetery spaces are laid off on an individual or family basis, with the family defined to include children 22 or 
younger.  Siblings, age 23 or older should receive their own spaces. 
 
5.A lot (10’ X 20’) consist of 4 spaces.  A space is defined as a (5’ X 10’) site and can be used for either a casket/vault, 
1- 2 urns or a combination of 1 casket/vault and 1 urn. 
 
6.Ground rules: 
A. Approval of a member of the cemetery committee is required before opening a grave. 
B. Vaults are required for burial in the Bethlehem Cemetery. 
C. A permanent grave marker will be required to be placed within a year of burial. 
D. All stones, head and foot, shall be erected only under the supervision of a member of the cemetery committee.  
Granite sales companies should be advised of this rule. 
E. A 4 inch wide by 4 inch deep border of cement level with the ground shall encircle all head stones. 
F. No head stone shall be over 46 inches in overall height.  Only head stones shall be used  as markers for urns. 
G. No foot stone shall be over 2 inches above ground level. 
No artificial borders are to be used with individual graves; no shrubbery is to be planted.  These requirements are meant 
to ease cemetery maintenance. 
 
    *       These cemetery guidelines were approved by Bethlehem Presbyterian Church Session on   
             June 8, 2010 and supersede any previous guidelines. 
 
 
  CEMETERY COMMITTEE:           B.B. Haigler               704-753-1834 
                                                            George Sloan              704-888-6169 
                                                            Chad Price                  704-753-4638 
                                                            Joe Cuthbertson          704-753-1910 
                                                            Rex Hovey                  704-545-9760 
                                                            Ann Price                    704-753-1503 
 

                                                                                        June, 2010 
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                                       July 2010  
 
 
July 4 
8:45 Greeters:  The McConnaughey Family 
8:45 Nursery:   Don & Ann Price 
11:00 Ushers:  Louie & Nancy Brantley 
11:00 Nursery:  Brenda Huntley 
Open Church:  Rex Hovey 
Close Church:  B.B. Haigler 
 
July 11—One Service 
10:30 Ushers:   Tom & Louise Crawford 
10:30 Nursery: Kerry & Jessie Price 
Open Church:   Patricia Kindley 
Close Church:  George Sloan 
 
July 18 
8:45 Greeters: Patricia Kindley 
8:45 Nursery:  Jessie Price & Hannah Ferreira 
11:00 Ushers:   Gerald Gaddy 
11:00 Nursery: Lazette Thomas 
Open Church:  Danny Philemon 
Close Church:  Tilden Belk 
 
July 25 
8:45 Greeters: Rex & Bonnie Hovey 
8:45 Nursery:  Kara & Zoe Lemon 
11:00 Ushers:  Johnny & Carolyn Gordon 
11:00 Nursery: Faye Vicars 
Open Church:  Don Price 
Close Church:  Gerald Gaddy 
 
 
**Please Note:  Please exchange dates with someone if 
you can not be at church on your assigned Sunday. 
Thanks you for your help and cooperation. 

Session Briefs for June 8, 2010 
 

Stated meeting of the Session was held in the church 
office.  Six elders present, three absent.  Rev. Thomas, 
moderator, opened the meeting with prayer. 
 
Bill Moss presented the devotion. 
 
Rev. Thomas shared with the Session: 
A. Comments on “Grace” from the book Twelve Keys 
to an Effective Church.  Session members shared a 
“grace moment” within our church recently and 
discussed the question “What do we need to do for  
Grace to abound in our church?” 
B. Pray for Rev. Thomas as he attends General 
Assembly, Minneapolis, MN. July 5-12. 
C. Continuing Education:  Celebrate Recovery 
Conference, August 11-13. 
Retirement Planning Education Seminar on August 31 – 
September 1 in Florence S.C. 
 
Ministry Team Reports: 
 
Finance – Through June 7, our treasurer’s   balance is 
$1268.23  Possible help from church fund for Celebrate 
Recovery Conference in August. 
Building and Grounds – Cemetery guidelines updated by 
the committee. 
Christian Education – VBS, July 12, 13, and 14 
Congregational Care – Lifetouch will be producing the 
new church directory this fall.  Information to follow. 
Mission and Service – Habitat for Humanity offering to 
be taken June 27. 
Preschool – Wonderful graduation at year end. 
Worship – July 11, Rev. Mike Ward will be preaching.  
One service in sanctuary at 10:30 a.m. due to MPR being 
used for VBS.  Communion that Sunday.  Welcome to 
our new church members:  Daphne Caldwell, Bill and 
Amy Curry, Mary Ann Cuthbertson, Mary Knight, 
Magda Thomas, Mike and Donna Wilhelm. 
Evangelism Task Force – New member class will be 
September 12 0r 19 and 26. 
Charlotte Presbytery meeting Tuesday, July 20 at 
Mulberry Church in Charlotte at 4:00 p.m. 
Next Session meeting Thursday, July 22 in the church 
office at 7:00 p.m. 
 
In Christ,  
Don Price, Clerk of Session 
 

Dear Church Family, 
Banks and I just want to “Thank 
you” all so much for your love and 
support during his heart attack and 
surgery. We appreciate so much 
all the calls, cards and most of all 

your prayers. We are truly blessed to have such a loving, caring 
church family. 
 
Love, 
Banks and Brenda 
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Greeter/Usher Guidelines 
 

Why you are here.  Your responsibility is to welcome everyone who comes to the front door of our 
church and to assist with details of the worship service. 
 
Your Preparation.  For a first-time visitor, YOU will most likely be the first representative of our Lord 
whom that person will meet in this Church! So, comb your hair, use your mouth wash, smile, shake their 
hand, and tell them “Welcome to Bethlehem Presbyterian Church—we are so glad to see you today” (or 
something similar in your own words). We welcome a variety of individuals and encourage families that 
wish to help with this ministry to let our Worship Team Elder know; we do ask that children greeters 
under the age of twelve be accompanied by an adult. 
 
First things.   Make sure there is a friendship pad and pen/pencil on the inside aisle seat of each 
Row of chairs. Check the candles (for worship services in the sanctuary) to be sure there is enough candle 
in them to last the duration of the service (3 inches).  Simply unscrew the tops and replace the candles if 
needed (spares are kept on a shelf in the room next to the sanctuary outside door). 
 
Placement.  Please be in place fifteen (15) minutes prior to the start of the service. For the  
First service, please post yourself just outside the front door (if nice weather).  For  the second service, 
please post yourself just outside the sanctuary front door (if inclement weather, please feel free to stand 
inside the door; but outside is certainly preferable in decent weather).  Kindly hand each person a bulletin. 
Just remember:as important as it is, bulletin dispensation is secondary to warm welcoming. 
 
Information. For all newcomers, motion down the hall, in the right direction, saying, “Restrooms and 
water fountains are just down this hall.” If they have small children or infants say, “We love to have 
children in our worship services, but if you would like to use it, our adult-staffed nursery is available 
down this hall; would you like to see where it is located? (ask someone to show them the way, or do so 
yourself if most people are already inside). 
 
Until.  Please remain at the door until we are finishing the first worship song, and then slip in and be 
seated; you might keep an eye on the door for the next few minutes to watch for latecomers-if they look as 
if they may be new, feel free to get up, greet them, and give them a bulletin. 
 
During the service. Take up the offering when announced, and walk the offering plates up and hand 
them to the pastor after the offertory music. Count the number of people in the service (include everybody 
of all sizes!) and write the number onto a piece of paper you place in one of the offering plates. 
 
After the service. As the pastor steps down after the benediction, move quickly to the Hospitality 
Table, located in the left hallway (1st service) and in the plexiglass-windowed room near the sanctuary 
front door (2nd service). As visitors come to the table, cordially hand them a copy of Basic Christianity, 
Meet the Presbyterians, our Church color brochure, the What’s Going on Around Here? Pamphlet, and (if 
they have children) the Children in Worship pamphlet. Invite them back to Church as well as to Sunday 
School. The Evangelism Task Force is responsible for resupplying the table with materials. 
 
Replacement.  If you discover you cannot be a greeter on your scheduled day, please arrange to 
trade with someone else, and if you know far enough ahead of time, please let the Church office know by 
Wednesday noon (so the correct name can be listed in the bulletin) 
 
Thank you! Thank you for our participation in this important act of Christian kindness and hospitality.
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 Someone has said, “Vacation is what you 
take when you can’t take what you’ve been taking 
any longer.” 
 There are good reasons to take a vacation 
every year: spending time with friends and loved 
ones, experiencing physical and mental refreshment, 
enjoying changes in scenery and routine, and 
preparing for another year of productivity. 
 Please enjoy your vacation! Try to be faithful 
to the Lord by attending church while you’re away, if 
you have the opportunity. 
 Just remember that during vacations and 
weekend getaways, you’re especially missed by your 
friends at church. The work of the church suffers 
because no one can fill your place of responsibility 
quite like you. 
 God’s work goes on all summer long. Your 
presence and gifts are needed to enable the church to 
be strong and vigorous throughout the entire year. 
When you’re away, please bring or send your offering 
before you go. 
 Have a wonderful summer! 
 

��������������������� ��
 
 Look at the back of a dollar bill. On the left 
circle, which is one side of the Great Seal, are the 
Latin words Annuit Coeptis, which mean “He [God] 
favors our undertakings.”  
 The pyramid in the left circle represents 
material strength and endurance. Yet the open spot 
near the top of the pyramid means there’s more good 
work to be done in our country. The “eye” atop the 
pyramid represents the “eye of God,” watching and 
reminding us that spiritual matters are more important 
than material concerns. Under the pyramid, Novus 
Ordo Seclorum refers to a “new order of the ages.” 
 On the right circle is an eagle, our country’s 
national emblem, symbolizing strength and victory. 
The shield on the eagle’s breast signifies self-reliance. 
One of the eagle’s claws holds an olive branch, 
representing peace. The other talon holds arrows, 
referring to power and protection.  
 The center of the bill says “In God We 
Trust.”  
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 A rippling sea of green and gold 
 Is shimmering before us 
 As wind stirs the tall corn, 
 Wave after green wave rises high, 
 Reaching for the summer sun. 
 
 Lord God, 
 When you summon seeds 
 From these furrowed fields, 
 How readily they obey! 
 
 Like the myriad crops, 
 Help us grow steadily: 
 Help us stretch, ripen 
 Round out, unfold. 
 
 In the warm rays of your strength, 
 Help us yield goodness! 
 

��������
��������!��������
���� �

 
For the beautiful music on  
Sunday mornings, For your  
dedication in attending  
rehearsals, For inspiring us to  
lift our hearts, minds and voices in  
singing praises to our Lord, 
Choir and Praise Team we thank you!  

������������� ��������
 
 An elderly clergyman chugging slowly along 
on a sidewalk was hailed by a middle-aged workman 
as they neared each other.  
 “Hi, Jerry,” said the workman cheerily. “How 
are you?” 
 The old pastor replied, “Oh, I’m about 
50/50.” 
 “Well,” replied the worker, “take the better 
half and forget the other half.” 
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