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                  “Abiding in Christ, Loving as Christ, Inviting to Christ”  
     
June 2010 

WANTED: Space explorers to join a cosmic 
adventure praising God! 
 
Would you like to spend a three days on the starship  
Galactic Praise traveling through the wonders of 
space and exploring God’s incredible creation? This 
cosmic mission comes complete with out-of-this-
world adventures, exciting challenges, great music 
and hours of fun! 
 
Sign up for a VBS leadership role and join the 
galactic praise team for Galactic Blast: A Cosmic 
Adventure Praising God! 
 
Join us July 12th, 13th and 14th. 
 

Have you noticed Christ standing in the 
Learning Temple?  He is standing over 
near the windows and gazing out across 
the cemetery.  Be sure to look as you go 
down the hall in the old building!  The 
Christian Education Team ordered the 
life size figure of Christ to enhance the 
study of His life.  As you pass by, it is 
awesome to see the realistic cutout of our 
Savior! 

VBS, a Galactic Blast, will be July 12,13, and 14 this 
year.  This is a new three day format which should  
allow for everyone to be able to help.  Patricia 
Kindley, Carolyn Gordon, Patsy Cuthbertson, Magda 
Thomas and Donna Shumate will be ready to show 
you where God wants you to help spread His word.  
Find one of those ladies and tell them to sign you up 
right away!  
 
 Did you know that words "think" and "thank" come 
from the same root word, reminding us that 
thanksgiving comes from thinking about our 
blessings?  God loves it when His children cultivate an 
attitude of thanksgiving to Him for all that He has 
given to us.  Are you thankful for your wife, your 
husband and your children?  Are you grateful for the 
roof over your head, clothes to wear, and food to eat?  
Most of all, aren't you filled with gratitude for the 
priceless gift Jesus paid for our salvation on the cross?  
It can be easy to lose sight of all the blessings we have 
been given, but it's just as easy to get back on track 
with our thankfulness!   Just think of all the ways you 
have been blessed and then thank the One who 
showers you with those blessings each day!  
 
Continue to focus on laughter each day!  It comes back 
again to the matter of choice.....choosing to find and 
see and acknowledge the humor of a situation, 
choosing to adjust your ears and eyes to the "funny 
factor" of any given moment.  Milton Berle once said 
that laughter was an instant vacation!  Have a pleasant 
trip!  Knock, Knock!  Who's there?  Doris.  Doris 
who?  Doris locked.  That's why I had to knock! 
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If so, here are five tune-up specials for you: 
 
1. Adjust your lights so others may see your good 
works. 
2. Set your timing so as to be at the meeting on time. 
3. Adjust the brakes on your tongue. 
4. Align your direction so that you may stay on the 
straight and narrow. 
5. Anti-freeze your heart and be fervent in spirit. 
Above all things, love the Lord your God with all 
your heart and soul and mind. 
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  May 2010 2010 Year-to-Date 
Actual  $10,498.17     $78,023.14 

Budget $18,668.00          $98,007.00 

  

Difference -$8,169.83              -$19,983.86  

Bethlehem’s 7th annual golf outing 
was held May 5th at Charlotte 
National. 
 
The committee would like to thank 
everyone who helped make the 
tournament a success.  We could not 
do it without the support of the 
Bethlehem family.  
 

“ So, what do you people do there at 
Bethlehem?” 
“Well, we worship, grow, welcome, 
nurture, eat…” 

“No, I mean what do you DO?  Accomplish? For people 
other than yourselves?” 

      If you were on the receiving end of these questions, 
what would you say besides “I don’t know?” 

      Jesus said, “Let your light so shine before men that 
they may see your good works and glorify your Father 
who is in heaven.” The idea of giving “glory” involves 
giving credit where credit is due. It encourages those 
around us for them to see our Church doing good things 
for others. 

      And we do a lot. We just don’t advertise. Which is 
probably a good thing. There is something shallow and 
hollow about a person or congregation that trumpets 
every little thing that they do. The world out there will 
find out eventually; and that is a good thing for God 
getting the credit. 

      But it is a good thing for US to know what we are 
doing, too – so from us God can get additional credit! 
And there is a special joy in giving to help others. That is 
why we are redoing how we do much of our financial 
giving to other Kingdom of God causes. Instead of just 
putting a line item in the budget and having the treasurer 
write a check, each month we will be letting you know 
about a different ministry we are supporting. 

      Can you figure out what is our special ministry 
emphasis for this month? Look for info in the newsletter. 
Listen for announcements in worship. Look for displays 
in the halls. Give your attention to special guest 
speakers. And give freely of your finances at the end of 
each month as we receive each month’s special ministry 
offering. 

      How much to give? Well, if you feel the Lord has 
been generous to you, then generous giving on your part 
would be a fitting response, wouldn’t it? I plan to still 
tithe (that’s 10%) to the general fund, and then give 
something above that to these special ministries. I’m still 
praying about the exact amount. But I DO know that you 
can’t outgive God! 

      May our giving of money, time, and energy to the 
work of God’s kingdom beyond our own walls be so 
noteworthy that others will eventually discover it and 
give credit to Him. And in the end, He will smile with 
joy! 

                                    In Jesus, 

                                    Dr. T 

�� Please remember to invite the Lord with you as 
you go on vacation this Summer! If you are able to 
attend worship at another Church somewhere else, 
please bring a bulletin back and we’ll post them all 
here at the Church (just give to Elder Faye Vicars 
or Dr. T.) 

 
�� Please remember that when you go away on 

vacation, the Lord also stays here, as does His 
work in and through Bethlehem Presbyterian 
Church! Your faithful financial stewardship (even 
if you miss church) is crucial to the health and 
stability of our Church. 

 
�� Please remember Bethlehem Presbyterian Church 

in your will.  
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1st ….Edd Thomas 
4th … Savannah Hinson, Josh Lemon 
12th…Carol Tucker 
17th ...Tommy Johnson 
19th ...Gayle Philemon 
23rd…Ruby Hall 
26th…McKensie Brame 
28th…Carolyn Hargett 
29th….Olivia Wilhelm  
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June Birthdays... 
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 Englishman William Carey (1761-1834) is 
often called the father of the modern missionary 
movement. In his time, the Church of England had 
stopped sending missionaries to foreign countries. But 
Carey had a passion to make Christ known to the 
unreached. 
 Considering that Carey started out as a 
shoemaker, his dream of becoming a missionary might 
seem unlikely. Yet while he made and repaired shoes, 
his mind and heart were focused mainly on his Lord 
Jesus and God’s love. 
 Shortly after becoming pastor of a small 
church in England, Carey felt called to work in India. 
He struggled to gather enough funds to make the 
journey and start a mission there. With little formal 
education, Carey learned several languages, translated 
the Bible into Sanskrit and set up schools, places of 
worship and other ministries. 
 The building in Leicester, England, where 
Carey repaired shoes still has his motto stretched 
across it: “Expect great things from God; attempt great 
things for God.” 
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 After crawling into Grandpa’s lap, little Freddie 
asked, “Were you in the ark with Noah, Grandpa?” 
 The grandfather chuckled, “Why, no, Son, I 
wasn’t.” 
 The youngster persisted, “Then why weren’t 
you drowned?” 

!
����"�
#      
                        
 Most Christians know the name of Jesus’ earthly 
father, Joseph. But what was the name of Joseph’s 
father?  
 Choose the right name below: 
A. James 
B. David 
C. Jacob 
D. Josiah 
 
Answer: C. (See Matthew 1:16.) 
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Loving Our Mother Earth! 
 

     We are well into 2010 and hopefully, you committed to being a 
better “child” of your Mother Earth, being more loving, respectful 
and more responsible.   Aren’t these things all children are 
supposed to be and do?  I just want to touch on several ways to 
continue our quest to be the best we can be for our living and 
survival.  You may think that what you do as an individual doesn’t 

make a lot of difference in the huge scheme of things, but collectively, we can do a lot. 

     First, keep thinking, REDUCE, REUSE, RECYCLE.  Every time you buy, think of the most efficient way 
of reducing.  For example…if you buy an available product “refill” rather than a whole new container of 
something, you have kept at least one spray bottle or container out of a landfill.  If you buy a concentrated 
product, you have probably purchased a smaller container OR you are able to use less.  An example is laundry 
detergent.  The detergent companies want to offer “green” or efficient and concentrated products…BUT…
remember; these companies also laugh all the way to the bank because they know that a huge percentage of 
people will just unthinkingly automatically pour liquid or powdered detergent to the top of the cup and throw it 
in the load.  MOST times, especially with the liquids, a quarter of that amount is ample.  Read the instructions! 
The number of loads per container is measured by using it properly.   The more that you use, which the detergent 
companies love, the quicker you will need to purchase another jug or box! 
     Many of us in the church were helping Alex Ferreira in a contest by collecting screw-off caps from products.  
Alex won the contest at his school by collecting the most.   Most containers are recyclable BUT the caps are not.  
For example, in Union County, we can recycle all #1 and #2 products. (Check the bottom of the containers for 
the numbers inside the triangles)  BUT, we are supposed to take the caps off and throw them in the garbage.  
After collecting caps for Alex for 4-6 weeks, from everything from water bottles to ketchup bottles to 
prescription bottles, I can’t stop!!!  How do I go back to putting them in the trash??  Well, good for me and all of 
you!  I have come to the rescue!  I am still collecting and my bottle caps can be dropped off at the Matthews 
Community Center.  WooHoo!!  AND, if you will not throw yours away when you recycle your bottles, I will 
take your caps too!  I have placed a collection container in the kitchen on top of the refrigerator just for your 
plastic bottle caps!!!  That is exciting!  All I ask is that you rinse them well before putting them in the container.  
I will take them to Matthews for you.  You’re welcome, Mother Earth. 
         For every package you start to throw in the trash…stop and think:  Can I Reuse this, or can I Recycle this?  
You can start out simply.  Don’t throw out a single newspaper, envelope, and piece of junk mail, magazine, 
catalog, food can, glass bottle, plastic bottle or corrugated cardboard.  I have a crate near the kitchen in a closet 
where I co-mingle cans, glass and plastic.  I rinse it good and toss it in.  I have another crate where I put all my 
paper from old phone books to grocery lists.  Start simply and it will grow on you.  I LIKE to feel guilty if I 
almost toss something out that can be recycled.  I STOP and do the right thing….for my Mother Earth. 
      Oh, and one more thing.  How about recycling YOURSELF!!  When you renew your driver’s license next 
time, choose to be an Organ Donor.  How much better does it get to possibly save a life! If anything happens to 
you, as in “death”, you won’t need those organs any more anyway.  You could save a life or make a life better 
with your eyes, heart, lungs, kidneys, liver, skin, and many other gifts you might be safekeeping in that body of 
yours.  Remember:  Recycle Yourself and Give the Gift of Life. 
 
Submitted by Alice Habbal 
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                                       June 2010  
 
 
June 6 
8:45 Greeters:  The Brame Family 
8:45 Nursery:   The McConnaughey Family 
11:00 Ushers:  Brenda Huntley 
11:00 Nursery:  Lazette Thomas 
Open Church:  Danny Philemon 
Close Church:  B.B. Haigler 
 
June 13 
8:45 Greeters: Danny & Gayle Philemon 
8:45 Nursery:  The Sherwood Family 
11:00 Ushers:   George & Pat sloan 
11:00 Nursery: Faye Vicars 
Open Church:   Don Price 
Close Church:  George Sloan 
 
June 20 
8:45 Greeters: Don & Ann Price 
8:45 Nursery:  Alisa & Mallory Wilhelm  
11:00 Ushers:   Eric & Lazette Thomas 
11:00 Nursery: Louise Crawford 
Open Church:  Tom Aldridge 
Close Church:  Tilden Belk 
 
June 27 
8:45 Greeters: The Lemon Family 
8:45 Nursery:  Alison & Andrew Brame 
11:00 Ushers:  Tilden Belk 
11:00 Nursery: Jan Haigler 
Open Church:  B.B. Haigler 
Close Church:  Gerald Gaddy 
 
 
**Please Note:  Please exchange dates with someone if 
you can not be at church on your assigned Sunday. 
Thanks you for your help and cooperation. 

Session Briefs for May 11, 2010 
 
Stated meeting of the Session was held in the church 
office.  Seven elders present, two absent.  Rev. Thomas, 
moderator, opened the meeting with prayer. 
 
Gerald Gaddy presented the devotion centered around 
the scripture from the book of Jeremiah 31:3. 
 
Rev. Thomas reminded the Session concerning the 
following: 
a. MPR will be used June 22 for voting in the County 
Election Primary. 
b. Pray for the members of the True Light Presbyterian 
Church in Mecklenburg County that will be closing. 
c. He will be conducting a wedding away from church 
on May 15 and arrive late for the Youth Supper/Auction. 
d. Briefed the Session on “One By One,” a ministry 
that he is involved with to help people in conflict with 
their sexuality find the transforming power of Christ. 
A book entitled Twelve Keys To An Effective Church 
has been ordered for use by the Session. 
 
Charlotte Presbytery  will meet at Bethpage Pres. Church 
in Kannapolis on May 18.  Rev. Thomas and Gerald 
Gaddy to attend. 
 
Ministry Team Reports: 
Finance – Summary of income and expenses from 
January 1 to May 11.  $1700.00  above expenses 
(including a transfer from our cash reserve.) 
Building and Grounds -  $1896.00 to replace an 
evaporator coil on heating/cooling unit in MPR. 
Congregational Care – Scouts  to present a flag to our 
church on June 13.  Family night supper in June.  Love 
offering for Deeper Shade of Blue - $455.00. 
Mission and Service – An offering will be taken to help 
Harpeth Presbyterian Church, Brentwood, TN., repair 
their church from recent flood. 
Worship – Rev. Mike Ward will be asked to fill our 
pulpit on July 11, in Rev. Thomas’s absence. 
Evangelism Task Force – Contacting visitors with 
information materials/bread/love. 
 
Prospective Members Class – May 23 and June 6.  Pray 
for these new saints! 
 
Next Session meeting will be June 8, 2010. 
 
In Christ, 
Don Price, Clerk of Session   

����������	
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