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“Abiding in Christ, Loving as Christ, Inviting to @rist”

June 2011
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Bethlehem is very fortunate to brag about
"computer lab" or Church Mouse"! We
have been fortunate to get some good us
computers to outfit our Church Mouse. A
computers, telephones, t.v.'s and anything

electronic get some age on it, they tend to "gw& o
or just "die"! Such as the computer that we puselda
from Project Impact. Now the computer lab is not
being used because of no working computers.

With Alisa Wilhelm's help, we hope to get some
"newer" computers donated ! Alisa has to get some
information off of the computers before they can be
released. Keep praying for this be a great regourc
for once again to get that "Church Mouse" off and
running AGAIN! Thanks for your help with software
and look to the computer lab to be up and running
soon. We will pray for God's help in locating some
"working" computers

WHY EVANGELISM

Why were the early Christians so influential?
Thousands embraced Christianity due to the small
number of people Christ left behind.

What does it mean to give away your faith? It
doesn’t mean “giving up” your faith to “give it
away”. There’s room to doubt whether we have it in
the first place ,if we’re not somehow sharing the
Christian faith. Faith is like love; the more wegi
the more we have to give. “Well done” is something
we like to hear. All the more reason to find a way
share our faith.

Some people believe; others are just curious--
looking for a WAY. Recognize the difference in
people. Don’t miss out on an opportunity to
participate in the joy of getting to know them and
point the way to Jesus. Let change happen to ydu an
them.

Jesus said pray for our enemies as well agthos
we love. Paul prayed for people before he spoke to
them and after he spoke to them. A good place to
begin with evangelism is make a list of those who
don’t know Christ and pray for them on a regular
basis. Think of the Gospel as a truth to live gt th
you've been entrusted with to share with others.
Your heartfelt prayers for another will often loase
your lips to share with them. Lift their names dfia
common ground with each and Trust Him to give
you an opportunity to share in the days to come.
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY | THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
1 2 3 4
5 6 7 8 9 10 11
Youth— End 7:00 pm— 11:30am—Senior
of Year Evangelism Lunch 7:00pm—
Splash MT Celebrate
7 pm—Mission & | Recovery
Service MT Leadership
Training
7 pm— Christian
Education MT
12 13 14 15 16 17 18
7 pm—Session
10am - Widows
& Widowers
Support Group
The Great
Escape
19 20 21 22 23 24 25
Father's Day 10am — 7:00pm—
1 service in Congregational Celebrate
sanctuary Care MT Recovery
Leadership
Training
Tazwell
Mission Trip
26 27 28 29 30
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FROM THE
PASTOR

S

A Word from Dr. T about Liars and Mean People

Two groups of people have always gotten on my rgerve
Liars are the first group. Even when | was growing up, |
never liked them. Especially when someone was doiag
me. | was a bit less tough on the perpetrator whess the
one, uh, stretching the truth. Whether intentidfedke-
hooding” or unwittingly spreading untruth, it id affensive
and potentially dangerous!

“Truthing” seems to be a major issue with the Laod,
According to Il Timothy, we are to always be stnigito be
“...handling accurately the Word of Trut(2:15). That
“Word", of course, is Scripture. As Il Timothy 3:5ays,
“All scripture is inspired by God and profitable figaching,
for reproof, for correction, and for training in
righteousness.The Old Testament echoes withfidur Law
is truth....Your Word is truth... (Ps. 119: 142, 160). All of
scripture is to be “...THE rule of faith and life"rfo
Presbyterians, according Westminster Confession of
Faith.

But there is the second grouptean people Especially
when someone is being mean to me or toward sormeone
love. It makes me so mad, | could just....oops; ladhgot
sucked into the meanness zone! Man, keeping upguand
on these things is tougher than some of you makek

Jesus said By this shall all men know that you are my
disciples: if you have love for one anotheflé doesn’t say
we have to be kind SOME of the time. Or MOST oftihee.
No, it is an ALL of the time thing if we are sermabout
being a real disciple of Jesus.

Fake ones can be mean, | suppose. But not real \bfedls

we can,but God expects — no, demands — better of usr Afte

all, we do profess to be following the One whob&é&o
balance it and hold it all together: this Jeshis,®ne Who is
“full of grace and trutH.

May we be real disciples, full of grace. And truilfith
every issue. In every arena of our lives. Amen.

In Jesus,
Dr. T

the cakes, gift cards, great cooks and our
golfers. It is definitely a team effort. Proceeds
from the event will be distributed as follows:

aoLF

OuTiNG 1/2 of the proceeds to the preschool

$1,500.00 to the Youth
Balance to the General Fund.

Thank you to everyone who helped make this b-“ ‘

year’s golf outing a success. We appreciate all ¥

The power of Pentecost

Pentecost started as a Jewish festival
commemorating God’s giving the Law to the Israslb®
days after they escaped from slavery in Egypt.

Just days after the risen Jesus ascended to heaven

his (Jewish) disciples gathered in Jerusalem tebcate
Pentecost. But God transformed the occasion bygivi
them the Holy Spirit, as he’d promised. The diszspdaw
something like flames among and on them, heardglimg
wind and began speaking in many languages. Thamsg
in Jerusalem heard about Jesus in their nativaues(see
Acts 2:1-12).

In Christian churches, Pentecost was once as
important as Christmas and Easter. Today, congoegat
still observe it in special ways, using the coked to
symbolize the Holy Spirit's power. Worship services
sometimes include hymns, prayers and Scriptures in
various tongues. To simulate the original Pentecost
experience, congregations may say the Lord’s Piiayer
several languages at once

Oipepaineloe
Taught to tithe

Then the outstanding football player, Barry Sanders
signed to play for the Detroit Lions, he was gizen
immediate bonus of $2.1 million. What do you supgpbe
did immediately afterward? Well, he sat down andter
out a check to a little church in Wichita, Kansas.

The talented running back explained that he had bee
taught in childhood to give 10 percent of whataveney
that come to him to the Lord. No questions askex. N
protest at all.

After all, doesn’t everything come from the Lord®'’t
tithing a way to acknowledge that fact? Such wasyBa
Sanders’ reasoning.

Congregational
Givin
At A

‘ [ HHHH T T

lance

May 2011 2011 Year-to-Date
$12,467.80 $74,777.19
$ 102.00 $ 2,000.62

Regular Offerings
Mission Offerings
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As parents we often wish that we
could find a book to help us
explain to children different,
difficult experiences that life
throws our way. The health of a
loved one that is suddenly
compromised by a illness is very
hard to explain to a child so that

they understand what has happened to their loved on
There is a very touching story written by TomieRimla
titted "NOW ONE FOOT, NOW THE OTHER which
tells of a grandfather and his relationship with ywung
grandson. When the little boy is small, the gratiufr
kept him and taught him many things. He taught faim
talk and call him Bob because "Grandfather" wowdd b
much harder to say. The first word the little begrned
was "Bob", of course. The grandfather taught ittie |
boy to walk by holding his hands and taught him his
letters by playing with wooden blocks. As thdditboy
got older, he would sit on his grandfather's ke ask
him to tell him how he taught him to walk and talkhe
grandfather would say, "Now one foot, now the other
And before you knew it....."

One day the grandfather got very sick and wasrtad
the hospital. When the little boy came home, his
grandfather was not there. His father told hint ths
grandfather had a stroke and could not move his arm
and legs, and he couldn't talk. The little boy wasad
and he did not know what to do. Months went by and
the little boy missed his grandfather so much |a&t his
father told him that his grandfather was goingebtg
come home, but he could not move or talk so ddaot
afraid. But the little boy was afraid for his gdhather
did not act as if he knew who he was. But thielitby
ran for the blocks and started to build a towet ljke he
and his grandfather used to do together. His dadimel
smiled a very small smile. The little boy now geets
teach his grandfather all the things that his giather
taught to him. Slowly the grandfather learns tokwal
again with his grandson's help saying, "Now ong,foo
now the other. If you want to have something t&
your heart strings, read how the grandson workedet
the grandfather back on tract walking and talkiAg.
wonderful book to show children how to help their
grandparents after a sickness.
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1st ...Edd Thomas

4th ...Savannah Hinson, Josh Lemon
12th...Carol Tucker
12th...Olivia Brame
14th...Layla Gianelli
17th...Tommy Johnson
19th...Gayle Philemon
21st...Charlene Abel
23rd...Ruby Hall
26th...McKensie Brame
28th...Carolyn Hargett
29th...Olivia Wilhelm

“Dad, can you make dinner for me and
my entire Sunday school class?”

Monroe, NC 28110 -- Bethlehem@bethleheuncin.net
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The preschool began the month of May with a
Mother’s Day Tea. The children set the table,
decorated, prepared food and sang songs for their
mothers and grandmothers. They are now busy
practicing for our graduation ceremony to take @laa
Thursday, May 26. Our garden is doing exceptionally
well and the children check every day to see what i
growing and water if necessary.

The preschool is now accepting applications forrtak
Semester. Please call the church office at 7044223
and ask for Robin to receive information and schedu
an appointment. We have openings in the threegldar
class and a few in the four year old class. The
registration fee will be discounted through the thoof
May.

Please note that we have a peanut allergy alert i
year. If any group is using the preschool rooms
remember to wash the tables and chairs when food
is served and take out the trash.

OLDP- DB Il

<SG recreer derry \v \

//)/(rr)////’) (;)//2 June

6/4/1955 N.B. & Barbara Hinson

6/4/1994 Mike & Tana McConnaughey
6/7/1969 Tommy & Judy Johnson
6/9/1955 Louie & Nancy Brantley
6/11/1960 Don & Ann Price

6/19/1998 Jeff & Daphne Caldwell
6/20/1970 Danny & Gayle Philemon
6/23/1972 Dennis & Karen Simpson

__Volunteer

Jw@ﬁ% June 2011

June 5 -

8:45 Greeters: Don & Ann Price
8:45 Nursery: Donna Shumate
11:00 Ushers: Scott Cuthbertson
11:00 Nursery: Faye Vicars

Open Church: Scott Cuthbertson
Close Church: Gerald Gaddy

June 12

8:45 Greeters: Tom Aldridge

8:45 Nursery: Tim Wilhelm Family
11:00 Ushers: Gerald Gaddy
11:00 Nursery: Donna Wilhelm
Open Church: B.B. Haigler

Close Church: B.B. Haigler

June 19 -

8:45 Greeters: Alisa Wilhelm

8:45 Nursery: Kara & Zoe Lemon

11:00 Ushers: Johnny & Carolyn Gordon
11:00 Nursery: Jan Haigler

Open Church: Rex Hovey

Close Church: Tommy & Judy Johnson

June 26 -

8:45 Greeters: The Brame Family

8:45 Nursery: The McConnaughey Family
11:00 Ushers: B.B. Haigler

11:00 Nursery: Brenda Huntley

Open Church: Patricia Kindley

Close Church: Ryan & Mary Knight

**Please Note: Please exchange dates with somedne
you can not be at church on your assigned Sunday.
Thanks you for your help and cooperation.

This Summer

Bethlehem Presbyterian Newsletter -- 7608 Concagih\ay -- Monroe, NC 28110 -- Bethlehem@bethleheunci.net



Sometimes God says “NO”

When my Dad died back in 2008, | was so very aiagji@od. Why take someone that is a man of GodfiaA that
was good? Righteous? Loving? Honest? WHY NOT ANER MY PRAYERS TO SAVE HIM!?! Why take
someone that has always tried to live a Chrisifaf? | Why not take the murderers, the child abyskesspouse
abusers, and other people that are powered byledidfn't understand. Sometimes | still don't. S&of you that have
lost a parent have probably thought the same wBt for 3 years I've been struggling. | meanlyeal

struggling. Spiritually. Emotionally. Riley wittever know her PawPaw. Dad will never get to wéiehgrow

up. Dad will never get a chance to buy her evémgtshe wants. Dad will never get a chance tol $p®i
granddaughter rotten! (So much worse than shadlris). God answered, but he said "no".

Because of an abusive marriage, | learned to hidemmwotions, hide my feelings, hide many of my thusgl came
out of that marriage harsher than | wanted tofoenlly all of you knew me before. (I really amitrg to do better!)
That was my way of survival, to make sure that ne ever purposefully hurt me again to see how llsvoeact. |
prayed for a long and happy marriage. Again, "no".

I'm not writing this to depress you or try to getlings of sympathy from you. | promise it's gejtready to get much
better!!

| prayed to be a mom. Even though | wasn't blebgagktting to carry a child in my belly, | was &ded to be a mom,
however too briefly, to Ella and Andrew. But Gatekv what he was doing when he gave me Riley. Mildeed
her, even though he was too weak to hold her. blddwstroke her face and her hair as he lay irhtdspital bed. |
even believe that Dad had a hand in making surelifBas$ed me with her. She is my sun, my moonnand

stars!! God said YES!!

But all parents know that with children come HUGkahcial obligations. AND.....those of you that bawised
children know, it takes TONS of patience. I've @relvad tons of patience; something | inherited froyn

dad! Daycare, diapers, wipes, clothes, the lissgm and on. So again | struggled. And | pray®ad I've prayed
for 2 years. No raises for teachers. Governontakid% of a month's salary with only a week's motiavant to be
the best mom | can possibly be. I've seen too ményy students without a loving home, without loyj caring,
nurturing, supportive parents.  But still no\aas

Then when the time came to fill out the prayer sdait Lent, | decided to be very specific with rmayer needs. |
prayed that whoever drew my name out of the baskai|d pray for me daily and that those prayers ld/dne
answered. | want to say a very heartfelt thanktgainat certain someone who drew my name and greyyemy
requests, my needs. You have helped me in myspiistruggles. You have strengthened my faith aieéfin the
power of prayer. GOD FINALLY SAID "YES"!

Submitted by Debbie Watwood

Slow down

Walk a little slower, Daddy, said a little child small.
I’'m following in your footsteps and | don’'t ward fall.
Sometimes your steps are very fast; sometimesrénegrd to see.
So walk a little slower, Daddy, for you are leagline.

Someday when I'm all grown up, you're what | wémbe.
Then | will have a little child who'll want to fdw me.

And | would want to lead just right, and know thatas true;
So walk a little slower, Daddy, for | must folloyau.
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Session Brief for May...

Stated Session meeting with 8 elders present, losena
and met at the church. Rev. Thomas, moderatonespe
the meeting with prayer. Faye Vicars presented the
devotion centered on the Presbyterian Women'’s @irgh
Offering, “Jesus Christ is the Foundation.” Sarptwas
from Psalm 118:19-24 and | Corinthians 3:11.

Communications Two letters received from fellow
Presbyterians concerning the up-coming amendments t
be voted on at the May 17 Presbytery meeting.

Pastor’'s upcoming schedule:
May 27, Magda Thomas to have shoulder surgery
June 7-8, One-by-One meeting, Asheville, N.C.
August 25-27, possibly attend “White Paper” (PCUSA
concerned pastors), Minneapolis, MN.

Treasurer's Report: Bill Moss presented a financial
report for January 1 — May 9 showing a deficit of
$14,115.08.

Ministry Team Reports:

Building and Grounds — B.B. Haigler reported that
natural gas has been connected to the churchtiiesili
Mary Knight and Magda Thomas are planting flowers o
church grounds. The church golf event was a ssoséh
$5500.00 - $6000.00 profit. Plans are being mad¢hie
kitchen/fellowship hall renovations. Vivian Belknn
Cuthbertson and Alice Habbal (church decorating
committee) are assisting with this project.

Christian Education — Judy Johnson stated that Vacation

Bible School is being planned. Alisa Wilhelm wgive
used computers for Sunday school use. Pat andy&eor
Sloan are providing shelves in some classrooms.

Congregational Care— Polly Knight reported that the
May Senior Citizen outing will include lunch at K&W
Cafeteria and a visit to the Billy Graham Librai®n June
24 at the church, the Hatleys will perform with gek
string music.

Evangelism— Patsy Cuthbertson stated that cards
continue to be sent to visitors. New members éll
answering a questionnaire to help prepare an afoclthe
newsletter. Photos of new members are being gisglm
the MPR/Sanctuary.

Mission and Service- Charles Greene stated that the
committee gets calls for financial help. Crisisistance

and the Food Bank help with these requests alsoe’s
focus will be Foreign Missions, led by Magda Thomas

Preschool- Judy Johnson reported for Carolyn Gordon
that, due to illness, one of the teachers on safhable

to continue in that position. Robin Graham will ifa the
rest of this year, with help from a parent.

Worship — Faye Vicars stated that all the Easter Services

were well attended and inspirational.

Prayer Concerns Doris Greene, Marty Lemon (Bill
Lemon’s father), Addy Keziah (Patsy Cuthbertson’s
friend), and the Presbytery meeting on May 17 at
Albemarle Road Church.

Next Session meeting will be June 14, 2011 at :60
in the Jones Classroom. Patsy Cuthbertson wik tlag
devotion.

Rev. Thomas dismissed the meeting with prayer.

In Christ,

Don Price

olpepaluelia

Are you interested in going to Israel?
Pastor Mike Ward is taking another
group to Israel in October 2011.
Folks are signing up and seats are
getting scarce. If you are interested
in going, there are brochures
available in the sanctuary with all the
tour information.

As we celebrate Father’s Day, we likely see
traits in our dads (or other father figures) thatlwope to
be known for ourselves: integrity, gentleness,eagr
sense of humor, a love of learning, a humble spirit

Amy Grant’s song “Father’s Eyes” tells of a
young girl who wants nothing more than for others t
recognize her father — and her heavenly Father — in
her. “When people look inside my life, | want toahe
them say, ‘She’s got her father’s eyes.”

What characteristics of God your Father are
reflected in your eyes, heart and life? And whatlgo
gualities would you like to cultivate?

May others see our heavenly Father in us!
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As my 6-year-old son played, | overheard his
conversation. “I'm Zurg,” he made a toy proclairhused
to be evil, but then | got stuck in some goo, andB
Lightyear saved me. So | decided to be good now.”

Although | didn’t want to interrupt my son’s play,
sometime I'll draw the faith connection for him. Bying
on the cross, Jesus saved us from the “goo” ofAgid.
that should prompt a change in our hearts and hbehav

Pentecost started as a Jewish festival
commemorating God’s giving the Law to the Isras|®@
days after they escaped from slavery in Egypt.

Just days after the risen Jesus ascended to heaven
his (Jewish) disciples gathered in Jerusalem tebcate
Pentecost. But God transformed the occasion bygivi
them the Holy Spirit, as he’'d promised. The dissgaw
something like flames among and on them, heardlzng

Sometimes imagination reveals truth, and the leastwind and began speaking in many languages. Tharpgg

likely objects become instruments of the Holy Spiri
—Heidi Mann

Olpepaielie

June is a popular month for weddings.

he offered a special gift. What was it?

A. Money
B. Pottery
C. Healing
D. Wine

Answer: D (See John 2:1-11.)

I et et

NI et

| # $

{ @3 The topic for the children’s
— messags Matthew 4:19, when

Jesus told his disciples to become fishers of mba.

woman giving the message asked the children if theyer

been fishing — and what they used for bait.

“Worms!” the children answered.

Then the woman explained that Jesus wants his
friends to follow him and tell others about him.dW would
you catch men?” she asked.

One little girl piped up, “With cologne!”

—Faith Lutheran Church, Spencer, lowa

. The gospel of John tells about a wedding
¥ Jesus attended at Cana. At the reception,

in Jerusalem heard about Jesus in their nativeum{see
Acts 2:1-12).

In Christian churches, Pentecost was once as
important as Christmas and Easter. Today, congoergat
still observe it in special ways, using the coked to
symbolize the Holy Spirit's power. Worship services
sometimes include hymns, prayers and Scriptures in
various tongues. To simulate the original Pentecost
experience, congregations may say the Lord’s Priayer
several languages at once.

oipepainels

What's better than the first day of a long-awaited
vacation? The excitement of reaching our destinatioe
anticipation of fun-filled adventures, the freedtomelax
and lay down our burdens for a while — we’ll paydo
money for that.

But it's a fleeting pleasure. Before our bags are
even unpacked, the clock has already begun counting
down to when we’ll have to return to the pressufes
everyday life.

It won't always be so. One day, we’ll lay down our
burdens for good. When we reach our ultimate datstin,
God our Father will welcome us. Our loved onesglon
gone, will gather to celebrate. And every day @ th
breathtaking adventure will be like the first besatime
will no longer rule over us.

The best vacations are just a shadow of what God
has in store for his children
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Across
1. natural movement of air
4. to say something
5. refrain from work
7. place where God is
8. a combustion or burning that gives Down
light, heat and smoke 2. followers of Christ
9. part of mouth that can taste and lick 3. moved apart
10. the time between sunrise and sunset 6. quickly and unexpectedly
12. the day the Holy Spirit descended on 7. abuilding where people live
the disciples 11. vibrations that travel through the air
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