X ]

“Abiding in Christ, Loving as Christ, Inviting to @rist”

March 2010 6 b

Cf?@ﬂ What wonderful smiles the children from ) Chicken and Dumpling Dinner
& -« the Sunday Class had on their faces ,
w:? / when they proudly displayed the Instead of a Bar-B Que, there will be a
ety "framed" copy of the Ten Chicken Dumpling dinngr on March 6th
School Commandments for all of the 3 from 4:30 - 7:30 pm. This will be a

congregation to see! Each child received this
magnificent document as part of their study of the
"God and Country" series through the scouting
program. Deanna and Oscar Outen have been
teaching this in the Sunday School program ancether
has been great excitement from the children! We al
here at Bethlehem "thank" Oscar and Deanna for alll
of their hard work with this great program!

community-wide event so the whole church will be
needed. If you would like to serve in any capaoity
have any questions please call Faye Vicars, Jagiédai
or Brenda Gaddy.

Children’s Consignment Sale
Saturday, March 20th 8 - 12:30 pm

"Care" packages were filled for two soldiers in the Half price sale 12:30—2:00 pm
military during JAMS on February 14. The response ) ,

from the congregation to supply the things that the Spring/Summer Semi-Annual Sale
soldiers indicated they would like to have was CASH ONLY!

completely overwhelming! You opened your hearts CONSIGNORS NEEDED!

and sent everything that we could "squeeze" in two
boxes to be mailed to our soldiers! The Post Office Children’s spring and summer clothes up to chilth&ize
was surprised and thrilled to see how heavy eagh bo 16-Girls, Size 20-Boys, shoes, accessories, t@akd
was! This was a great way to show the love of &€hri games, bikes and furniture are acceptable. Babiyegunt
to two boys who were a long way from home! They such as cribs, swings, bouncy seats, strollerduandure
will be surprised, too.! Thank you for all of yoelp ~ will be acceptedO CAR SEATS ARE ALLOWED)
with this project!

Maternity clothes for current season are also a@edep
The Bible Study called "Discovering the Bible" Proceeds are divides 60/40. Consignors receive &t
kicked off on February 16 in the old fellowshiplhal ~ Bethlehem’s Preschool program receives 40%.
Andy is teaching this study for all of the congriéga
with everyone participating in the group discussion Contact Alisa Wilhelm 704-226-1335 or
Andy's "easy-going" teaching style makes the lgarne alias.wilhelm@yahoo.com to receive information and
relaxed and interested in the different areas to be  instructions for consigning your merchandise.
covered! If you would like to join in the study on

Tuesday mornings or on Tuesday evening, give Andy Important Dates

a call at the church. You will surely gain a new Drop off dates :

understanding of the Bible! Thursday, March 18th: 9am—11 am; 5:30 pBpm
Consigner and Volunteer Preview Sale -

The JAMS (Jesus and Me Serving) group is focusing Friday, March 19th: 7pm—9pm

on serving others. They have "served" the shut-ins Sale Date: Saturday, March 20th: 8am—12pm

from our church, they have written letters to the Half-price sale on selected items 12:30pm—2pm

troops and packed "surprise” packages for themh Eac  Unsold Merchandise Pickup: 2pm - 3:30pm
meeting time they have learned a verse from thé&eBib
about "serving others”. They are eager to help All items not picked up by 4pm on Saturday will be

someone else as a display of their loving hearts. donated to local charities. No exceptions!
Watch those JAMS kids grow in service for Christ!
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| sit here only a few days after my son
Adam'’s death. And for one of the few
times in my life, | am at a loss for
words.

Many of you have experienced the loss of loved ones
and know to a large degree my grief. During my gesr
pasturing | have stood and sat and wept with aitadé
of people at their loss of a loved one, some evéinea
loss of a son or a daughter. But | can tell yos:tlif is
vastly and deeply different when it is your ownlghi

And so | would share with you some of my deepest
thoughts at this time:

Keep Short Accounts (with God and with others) -
receive and give forgiveness quickly;

Seek to invest in eternity (for that is where we alt
headed)

Live your life for the Master, for soon we shall al
give account to Him for our choices and actions;

Love — and express it — to those people the Losd ha
given you to love;

Live every day as if it may be your last. Becaitise
just might be.

Thank you for your many expressions of kindness and
compassion toward me in this difficult time.

In Jesus,

Dr. T

. February 7 - February 21, 2010 .
" General Fund $ 6,081.00 .
« Preschool $ 20.00 .
* Sunday School $ 16.09 -
a 11T $ 25.00 -
. Total $ 6,142.09 .

Session Brief for February 9, 2010

Stated meeting of the Session was held in the bhurc
office. All elders were present. Rev. Thomas &gken
the meeting with prayer.

B.B. Haigler presented the devotion on “Love.”

Rev. Thomas explained the phrase “Invitations & th
Window.” We are to invite others to church. Weda
many opportunities to do this — the window is open
let's make the most of it.

Ministry Team Reports

Finance- Bill Moss reviewed the current receipts and
expenditures for January, 2010.

Building and Grounds B.B. Haigler reported the
maintenance work on the church office has been
completed.

Mission and Service Gerald Gaddy reported that our
church will partner with the Red Cross to use dwrch
facilities in case of an emergency. Session amgaiov
Pre-schoot- Alisa Wilhelm gave an update of the
children’s consignment sale.

Ruth Alexander requested that she be relievedrof he
duties as elder. The 2009 nominating committee will
nominate an elder replacement to finish Ruth’s term

Church greeters and ushers are asked to countiattes
during worship and leave the count in the collattio
plate.

The next scheduled Session meeting will be March 9,
2010 in the church office.

In Christ,
Don Price, Clerk of Session

Burn the Note!
Join us on Sunday, March 28 as we
celebrate paying off the note on the
Multipurpose Room. There will be
one service followed by a
celebration lunch. Watch your
bulletin for more details.
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Praying Our Way to Easter Radically spells POWER!

Our Session is asking each of us to be prayed AL D throughout the forty days prior to Easter. Bat that to
happen, we need your help, by your doing two things

I. On one of the?OWER PRAYERcards, Check your name where it says “Yes, | paliticipate in our Bethlehem
POWER PRAYERProgram”, and then place it into the offering plate or niailo the Church office (there is a

space on the card for specific prayer requesysufwould like to use it — requests will NOT be raguliblic);
Il. As you leave the February 14 morning worshipyee, take one card from the basket at the dodrthen

lll. PRAY for that personbeginning Wednesday, February 17(the f' Day of Lent) each day until Easter

(quidelines and suggestions will be provided in thbulletin for those who may not feel fluent in “prayer”),

knowing that someone else is praying specificalyfOU each day!

That's it! It is our hope th&VERY ONE OF YOU will take part. This is a simple opportunity tomsiter to one
another at a profoundly spiritual level. Prayerrges things!

Special note for those who cannot get to ChurciiVe especially want you to be able to particip&e! will see that
you soon get a card to fill out and will deliventou one from the congregation after February 14!

Note to Parents:Please help your child(ren) participate; a chilgifayers are special: they tend to be unencumiligre
anti-believing stuff that too often rattleswand in our adult heads! So please see that ealthias a card filled out

the

for them and that they take one on Feb. 14.

Early POWER PRAYERHelps and Hints

So How Can | Pray For You?

2.
3.
4

Noo

4,

Remember:
1.

God wants to spend time with you—to hear from,ywt to watch you put on some impressive show.
You get no extra points with God for flowery dprage.

God does not “give us a better grade” for ugixiga words.

Prayer i<oming humbly into the presence of the Almightysirating honestly what is on your heart— wha
you think, feel or intend.

God seems to welcome prayer in just about amy fee can muster, our thoughts or words.

God wants us to pray honestly and earnestly.

As you pray for the name you have drawn, focasenon presenting the PERSON before the Lord, ratize
getting your words exactly right.

How to be more effective in your praying:
1.
2.
3.

Set aside a regular time to pray.

Find a quiet place —at least as much as possible

Post this page on your refrigerator — or put i ipbur Bible — or tape it to your bathroom mirrowherever
you will see it daily.

Don't hesitate to ask the person what THEIR pe&rceived needs are, and add those to your list.

One helpful outline for your daily prayer time egprayACTS:

Adoration: Praise God. Name as many aspects of His Charamteran think of: such as His Power, His Holiness,

His Love, His Mercy, etc.

Confession:Admit to God that you have sinned; be specificntbiaim His forgiveness.
Thanksgiving: Thank God for who He is and what He has done, and/iat He has promised.
Supplication: Tell God what is on your heart, including askingfis action in current or future situations.
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PreSchool

The preschool celebrated Valentine’s Day by making
Valentine boxes and sending each other valentirtesy
also played a lot of games and enjoyed a specaksiThe
students had a lot of fun on Mardi Gras by decoggtheir
bikes and having a parade. We are looking forward t
celebrating Easter soon. The children continue gl
weekly exploration of the alphabet, numbers, cotord the
world around them.

The preschool has a new format for this coming. Weé
will be adding Monday to our week. Days of openatioe:
Monday - Thursday
9:00 am—1:00 pm
Registration fee is $50.00
Monthly tuition is $160.00
That's 16 days of preschool each month for only.Q@er
day including the extra hour each day so the ohildran eat
their lunch together!

Preschool registration is now open to the publigol or
anyone you know has a community email directory or
message board, please send me your email addressaso
send information about the program to be postegoon
directory. You may also call the office at 704-7833 and
ask for Robin for information.

Our spring/summer consignment sale is scheduleM&wch
20th. We accept children’s and maternity clothstipes,
accessories, toys books, games, bikes and furniiarear
seats are allowed. Proceeds are divided 60/40thgth
consigners receiving 60%.

The teachers and | want to thank each and everpfoymu
for your support of the preschool.

In Christ’s love,
Robin Graham
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On behalf of all of the children, the Christian Edtion
Ministry Team, and everyone at Bethlehem we want to
thank you for your generous donations toward the
purchase of new software for the computers in the
Church Mouse (computer lab). Because of your
generosity, we were able to buy four new sets of
software

about the life of Christ, to expand the Bible sagdin
the Rotation for Sunday School. We sincerely
appreciate your loving kindness to the children &nd
the glory of God.

Team Effort Made the Difference

As with any great success, team
effort, as evidenced by tremendous
support of members of our church
family, contributed to an increased

amount of fundraising by Presbyterian Women inrthei
Silent Auction, a new addition to the Parade ofl&sb
event. Delicacies from the kitchen including horaee
cakes, jellies and a gourmet meal, crafts from the
workshop, treasures from personal collections;redid
creations from the sewing machine, contributionsnfr
church business owners, a donated gift basketaale
together to insure the success of this first-time
fundraising endeavor. The Presbyterian Women
sincerely appreciate each gift to this causes tlhiough
the loving support of the members of our church ta
are able to continue our work in missions, bottallyc
and regionally.

What is faith?

"Sight is not faith, and hearing is not faith,ther
is feeling faith; but believing when we neither Seear
nor feel is faith; and everywhere the Bible telsaur
salvation is to be by faith. Therefore we mustdi
before we feel, and often against our feelingagfwould
honor God by our faith."

-Hannah Whitall Smith
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3rd ...
4th ...
7th ..

8th .
10th ..
11th..
13th..
17th..

24th...
25th...
26th...
31st...

March Birthdays...

Alison Brame, Mary Hall, Ruby Long

Henry Hall

. Johnny Gordon, Ernistine Helms,

Jim Vicars

.. Jesse Hargett
.Charles Greene
.Judy Johnson,
.Mike McConaughey
.Tom Crawford
22nd...

Lou Anne Lucas
Debbie Watwood
Libby Duncan
Virginia Moss
.Joe Cuthbertson
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= tunteer
Aﬂ%ﬁﬁ%ﬁ% March 2010
Schedule

March 7

8:45 Greeters: Tom & Anthea Aldridge
8:45 Nursery: Allison & Andrew Brame
11:00 Ushers: Bill Moss

11:00 Nursery: Kerry & Jessie Price
Open Church: Patricia Kindley

Close Church: Gerald Gaddy

March 14

8:45 Greeters: Tim & Alisa Wilhelm
8:45 Nursery: Don & Ann Price
11:00 Ushers: George & Pat Sloan
11:00 Nursery: Lazette Thomas
Open Church: Danny Philemon
Close Church: B.B. Haigler

March 21

8:45 Greeters: The Brame Family

8:45 Nursery: Donna Shumate

11:00 Ushers: Eric & Lazette Thomas
11:00 Nursery: Faye Vicars

Open Church: Don Price

Close Church: George Sloan

March 28— 0One Service

10:30 Ushers: Tilden Belk
10:30 Nursery: Louise Crawford
Open Church: Tom Aldridge
Close Church: Tilden Belk

**Please Note: Please exchange dates with somedne
you can not be at church on your assigned Sunday.

Thanks you for your help and cooperation.
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In Deuteronomy, Moses’ words to the children of Israel

remind us of spring, which brings growth and new life.

Use the flower code below to fill in the blanks, revealing Deuteronomy 32:2, NIV.
CoDE
“Let my teaching fall like ~
6D e
RE%
IR e & S 2
PG BRI E
like abundant
ELEL H® T R
PG B 8B .
ST ER .

and my words descend like

like

saue[d Jopusl UO UTRI ‘SSBIT MU UO SISMOUS ‘MaP ‘UIeT SIoMsuy/
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