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“Abiding in Christ, Loving as Christ, Inviting to @rist”

December 2009 6 b

4 Meet our new Pastor
i

h |
~ Rev. Ken Thomas, received Master of Divinity from Gordon Conwell
" Theological Seminary, S. Hamilton, MA and his Doctor of Ministry from
» McCormick Theological Seminary, Chicago, IL. His ordination date was
. August, 1983 and he has 26 years of experience.

As an adult, he has lived in South Carolina, North Carolina and Virginia. His
wife’s name is Magda and he has 4 adult children. Currently, he is pastor at
a church in South Carolina.

CHARACTERISTICS HE DESIRES IN THE NEXT CHURCH HE PASTORS:

Openness to Biblical truth,  with a desire to submit individual and corporate lives to the lordship of

Christ.
Desire to know and to grow spiritually —  willing to apply God’s truth and grace.
Willingness to be kind to one another
Concern for the “Unchurched / Underchurched”, and willing to invite them to a genuine, deep

relationship with the Lord and His Church.
Concern for the practical needs of the hurting, confused, broken, and outcasts of our community.

GIFTS AND EXPERIENCES:
Preaching and Teaching
Joy that comes from knowing the Lord
Enthusiasm for
The Great Commission: making disciples from previo usly non-disciples
Integrating Christian Faith Life with all of life
Worship with vitality
Music — Singing and playing
Community Involvement —  Personal pastoral involvement in the community, and enlisting Church
members in community work that furthers the Kingdom of God

Some of his accomplishments as a pastor:
Elder Leadership Development
Spiritual Development of members
Establishment of a Men’s Discipleship Fellowship
Training our young children how to worship, utifigi the various elements of weekly worship, a casach
and instruction regarding the Lord’s Supper
Counseling of various members
Participation in the work of the Church by a majoof the members
Personal pastoral involvement in the community:
Teaching Bible classes and providing programs déoia adults
Serving on the board and volunteering at Unitedi8diires of his home county
Emceeing community band concerts and other wortlevdammunity events
Teaching religion classes through Saint Leo Unitgssextension campus, and attending Christian
fellowship luncheons
Volunteering on Habitat for Humanity work projects
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“THERE’'S A STAR NAMED . . .V

Pastor's Message

God told Abraham in Genesis 22:17 that He would
make his descendants as numerous as the stars in the
sky.

Out in California there is a great observatory with
telescopic lens a half a block in diameter. With it
astronomers have been able to make some pretty
startling guesses as to the age and extent of the
universe. It is far older than they once realized and a
thousand times bigger. They surmise now that the
universe is at least ten billion years old, and that some
of its stars are five billion trillion miles away. And the
number of stars is uncountable because of that
distance!

With that much majesty to God'’s creation you wonder
why He made us. What does He have in store for us?
| like to think that since | am one of Abraham’s
“descendants” (you are, too) then one of those
limitless stars represents me—that it has MY name on
it.

That's not to ponder fanciful, but to simply realize that
God has a purpose in creating us—little old you and
me. We have a reason for being, and that reason fits
in very well with God’'s grand, cosmic scheme for His
universe. God has graced us with the Gift of Life.
What better season to ponder that fact of faith than the
season of Christmas! We get so caught up, though, in
the activities of the year that sometimes we lose sight
of the purpose of the year—the reason for the season:
“For God so loved the world (remember, one of those
stars represents you, so that word “world” includes
you) that He GAvVE His only begotten Son, that
whosoever believes in Him shall not perish, but have
everlasting life.” What a great gift to receive—eternal
life!

The sadness, though, of the Christmas season, is that
we get so caught up in it, sometimes we're glad when
it's over. We put the tree and decorations away, put
the new ties and house coats in the closet (sometimes
never to be seen again), store the gift boxes away to
use another day, and promptly get on with the coming
new year.

How sad it is if we do the same with the gift God gives

us this year! So the question remains: “Do we truly
realize who we are (a star named . . .), whose we
are, and what He has given us?” What are we going
to do with it in 2010? What's YOUR reason for the
season?

God Bless, and Merry Christmas,

Michael

Stewardshi P
Update

Recently we have sent out contribution statements
summarizing giving through the third quarter. \We a
behind in our projected giving, but are faithfuhthve
will meet our needs by year end. We will not Hertg
pledges for 2010, but rather outlining our needsh b
operational and capital, and asking our congregato
meet those needs. To do this, we will have to
communicate with you as a congregation more often
about what the financial needs are for the church.

When creating our budget we made a commitmenttie ti
in the area of Benevolences. Because of this we ha
been able to help Loves & Fishes, Habitat for Huitya
Turning Point, and the Christmas Bureau in additn
support of PCUSA. Capital projects we have dore th
year are repairs of heating/air units, roof reptaest,
window replacement, siding, mulch and landscaping.
Upcoming needs include the front parking lot asphal
replacement, gutters, youth facility, and payingtioé
remaining debt and balance of the roof replacermesit

In 2009 we would like to present a monetary gift to
each of our staff at Christmastime. Because we did
not plan for this in our budget we will be taking p a
special offering to fund these gifts. If you wouldike
to contribute, please note on your check memo “Sthf
Gifts”.

As always, please feel free to contact the finance
committee with any questions or suggestions.
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3 __Volunteer
)

af;p December Birthdays... A%Z;ﬁfﬂ%\ December 2009

4,
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December 6
Sth ....Ellen Duncan Open Church: Patricia Kindley
7th ... Alisa Wilhelm 8:45 Greeters: Tim & Alisa Wilhelm
9th ... Janice Lowder 8:45 Nursery: Mike & Tana McConnaughey
10th ...Lucille Purser 11:00 Ushers: B.B. Haigler
12th ...Carolyn Gordon 11:00 Nursery: Brenda Huntley
13th....Jeanette Greene Close Church: B.B. Haigler

15th....Rachel Thomas
17th....Louie Brantley, Donna Shumate December 13

. Open Church: Don Price
22nd...Louise Qraonrd 8:45 Greeters: Mike & Tana McConnaughey
23rd....Karen Simpson

, 8:45 Nursery: Alisa & Mallory Wilhelm
29th....Bonnie Hovey 11:00 Ushers: B.B. Haigler

11:00 Nursery: Louise Crawford
Close Church: B.B. Haigler

December 20 - One Service

Open Church: Don Price

10:30 Greeters: Bill & Jamie Lemon
10:30 Nursery: Kara & Zoe Lemon
Close Church: George & Pat Sloan

< I

December 27 - One Service

Pr‘ cecSchhoCO) Open Church: Don Price
o,

10:30 Greeters: Don & Ann Price
10:30 Nursery: Donna Shumate
Close Church: B.B. Haigler

The preschool children have been busy bees preparin
for our annual Thanksgiving program and feast. The
students will dress as Pilgrims and Native Amerscan
They have three songs prepared and a ver special
blessing. A pot luck lunch will follow.

In the blink of an sys it will be time for the Csitnas

Play on D_ecember 17th. Ever)_/o_ne is welcome FOllein Stewa r?:lshi

as the ch|Idr'en act out the Nativity story and grgome Update

special music. A light refreshment will follow. i iitssssrtrssssssssstsssraanen

The preschool has been blessed with several dosatio = October 25 - November 15, 2009 .

funds, supplies and time from the church. The teexch . .

and | want to thank each and every one of youHer t - General Fund $4,067.00 .

wonderful support of the preschool! » Preschool $ 300.00 .
» Sunday School $ 12.00 .

In Christ’s love, L ITT $ 95.00 .

Robin. " "
. Total $4,474.00 .
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Candlelight
Worship
Service

N

|d]

(ARDSAND6IF1Y We want to honor our

é troops who are serving our

I{‘m'"“q] ﬁ country! If you know the
MR g Colder that we coud
honor, please write down

the name and address and

\ give it t someone on the
W CE team. (Pat Sloan,
9

Audrey Ferriera, Andy

Blackwelder, Virginia Moss, Patsy Cuthbertson, Garo
Gordon, Patricia Kindley, Judy Johnson) We woulké li
to write them and send them “care packages”!

Nominations and recommendations for Commissioner to
the 219th General Assembly from the Charlotte
Presbytery are now being accepted. If you areested

in going as a Commissioner or would like to nomenat
Elder to go, please see Pastor Mike for a nominatio
form. Names must be submitted to the Nominating
Committee by December 31. Each name recommended
will be considered, and nominations will be presdrut

the February 13, 2010 Stated Presbytery Meeting.

Sunday News

Have you had a chance to read the Sunday School
newsletter? The SUNDAY NEWS is printed every other
week and is found in the plastic holder on thedinl

board on the Sunday School hall. The SUNDAY NEWS
tries to keep you up to date on all of the Sundzyosl
activities and what JAMS has been and will be doing
soon. Pick up a copy when you are in the Sundap@&@c
hall.

“l knew someday I'd be a starl”
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JAMS
CARAVAN ON
THE MOVE

On October 25, the JAMS group filled "treat" bags f
the "shut-ins" of our church. Lots of folk donaiezms
to be included in the treat bags! ( A BIG Bethlehem
"thank you" goes out to the many that donated and
helped.) The bags were filled with many "treatgtsas
lotion, shampoo, toothpaste, toothbrush, soap, show
gel, shower caps, hard candy and sewing kits. JAMS
CARAVAN loaded up and went visiting! We visited
Mrs. Edna Porter to help her celebrate her 98thday
and to sing (slightly off key) "Happy Birthday"! $4
Edna "blinked" us a big "thank you"! We stoppeddn
see Lucile Purser, Ray Knight, and Carolyn Hardpett,
were sorry to miss seeing Bill and Betty Faulk. §ve
learning how to serve others!

SERVING OTHERS

The JAMS CARAVAN met at the church on
November 7 to prepare for the trip to West Virginia
Before jumping in to our project, the group hadrbee
trying to remember the story of Cain and Abel, With
little success. The Cain and Abel story was reatl a
everyone was asked to pay close attention! Aetiteof
the story, the group was divided into two teamsn8a
Team and Abel's Team. The group played "Jeopardy"
to see which team could remember the most factstabo
the story of Cain and Abel! (The score was a tie!)
With the help of Ms. Audrey, Ms. Hannah, and Ms.
Emery, the group made four "no sew" blankets tmise
to West Virginia! Thank you Ms. Audrey for sending
fleece for us to work with to make warm blanketshig
"thank you" goes to Ann Cuthbertson and Brenda
Huntley for helping cut the blankets!

WH AT

CAN
[

1 GIVE HIINI?
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Session BriefF—November 2009 pleased with the excellent job that they do.
Minutes from the Oct. meeting were approved as The Personnel Comm. also makes the
read. recommendation to the Session that an educational
The radio station 102.9 has begun offeringgment  stipend be paid to Andy Blackwelder to pay for his
called “Lite for Your Life”. There is a $150 cost get a school tuition. This was approved and will be take
spot but the Church Development Team will pay foy a the Finance Comm. for further action.
church willing to do it if the church membershipuisder Alisa Wilhelm reported that her committee met and
200 people which Bethlehem is. discussed the spring consignment sale which wid be
Tommy Brame told the Session that the washér a  cash only sale.
dryer from the manse had been donated to a migyiona Tilden Belk's committee met and reviewed the

couple who came back from Africa. projects that his committee has worked on this peat.
BB Haigler reported that his team met andd'tig Concerns were expressed over the lack of new member
some loose ends”. and the potential loss of current members. Sevenal
Judy Johnson reported that JAMS (JESUS AND ME ideas were discussed within his committee.
SERVING) made 4 blankets to be donated to the West Old business included Rev. Mike planniogld
Virginia trip. Software for the computers has been the training of the new Elders and will include tast

counted to see how much more was needed for every year elected officers if they would like to joireth

child to be able to use the computer. Treat bage we training sessions.

made and taken to the shut-ins. Next Stated Session meeting will be Dec. D0%2at
Ruth Alexander reported that the shut-ins bl 7 PM in the church office. Rev. Mike will do the

contacted to see if they would like to have clahi f devotion.

supper the night of the Chili Cook-off Nov.21.
Kerry Price was excused, but had asked théial

committee chairman submit their budget needs fr th

coming year. She also asked that the Session approv

cell phone allowance for Andy Blackwelder. She

suggested $30-40 each month to offset his phoharll

to include it in next year's budget. 00
At this time the Session notified Rev. Mikathis

[ 4
term of office as Interim Minister will be over agJan. -

1, 2010. A Session delegate and members of the PNC | lQ own O_f BQ le, em
will go to the Presbytery meeting Dec. 1, 2009upport L‘kk T H’\ l'\

Dr. Ken Thomas as he is accepted into the Charlotte

Presbytery. In 1865, a young American preacher named
Gerald Gaddy reported that food had been taken  ppjjlips Brooks spent time in and around the fiedéls

Loaves and Fishes. A packing party will be heleraft Bethlehem. On Christmas Eve, he attended worsHipein

church to fill the shoe boxes for Operation Chrism Church of the Nativity, located on the site whesalition

Child. 15 volunteers are needed to help at the Qjoers says Jesus was born.

Center on Dec. 1, 2009 from 6-10 PM. Brooks was so spiritually touched by the
Gerald reported the trip to West Virginia larmed experience that he later wrote a hymn for childresing

for Dec. 4-6. Non-perishable foods, toys and bléskee o Christmas Eve in his Philadelphia church. Lewis

needed. Redner, the church organist and Sunday school

~ Mission monies have been distributed to Loar&s  gyperintendent, composed the music for the beloved
Fishes, Turning Point, Habitat for Humanity and the hymn, “O Little Town of Bethlehem.” Today it appsan

further distribution. o physically (6'6" tall), was known throughout Amexias
Tommy Brame reported that Rev. Mike did the an eloquent and dominant force in the pulpit.

employee evaluations in Oct. He found the employees There is a large statue of the gifted man of God i

be excellent. The Personnel Comm. made the front of Boston’s famous Trinity Church, where Bkso

recommendation to the Session of a 3% raise for the last served. His death in 1893 was a major event in

staff. The Session is asking the congregationake a  Boston. Upon learning of his passing, a 5-yeargild

monetary contribution to the staff of the churchdo exclaimed, “Oh, Mama, how happy the angels wilf be.
Christmas bonus. This will tell the staff that yene
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