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                  “Abiding in Christ, Loving as Christ, Inviting to Christ”  
     
October 2009 

Fall is just around the corner!  When Fall comes, 
changes come, too.  Temperatures get cooler, days get 
shorter, leaves change colors, daylight savings time 
ends, and everyone seems to get busier!  This Fall look 
for changes in what was called "Kid's Club"!  There is 
going to be a new focus!  Exciting things are on the 
horizon!  There are more details to come later!  Stay 
tuned! 

Congregational Care MT is hosting the annual 

church-wide picnic on Sunday, October 18th at 
Cane Creek Park. There will be one worship service 
and everyone is invited to carpool on down to Cane 
Creek after worship. Meat will be provided so bring a 
dish, or two, your lawn chair and settle in for an 
afternoon of fun, food and fellowship. There is a 
charge to park so carpool if you can! 

 
 After Liz Curtis Higgs wrote the popular 
children’s book The Pumpkin Patch Parable, people 
began using her analogies to say a prayer while carving 
their Halloween pumpkins. The pumpkin prayer, a 
Christian alternative to Halloween traditions, reminds 
people of all ages what God has done for us. Use it this 
fall when your family makes jack-o’-lanterns. 
 
 •While cutting off the top of the pumpkin, pray, 
“Lord, open my mind so I can learn new things about 
you.”  (See Proverbs 1:7.) 
  
 •While removing the seeds and pulp, pray, 
“Remove the things in my life that don’t please you. 
Forgive  the wrong things I do, and help me forgive 
others.” (See Matthew 6:14-15.) 
  
 •While making eyes, pray, “Open my eyes to see 
the beauty you’ve made in the world around me.”  
(See Psalm 104:24.) 
  
 •While making the nose, pray, “I’m sorry for the  
times I’ve turned up my nose at your many gifts.” 
(See James 1:17.) 
  
 •While making the mouth, pray, “Let everything 
I say please you.” (See Psalm 19:14.) 
  
 •While lighting the candle, pray, “Lord, help me  
show your light to others through the things I do.” 
(See Matthew 5:16.) 
  
 After carving your pumpkins, display them as 
examples of how God’s love transforms us into new 
creations. (See 2 Corinthians 5:17.) 
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�
“THE ALPHA and THE OMEGA”  

 

September 6—September 27, 2009 
 

General Fund  $ 10,615.00 
Preschool  $      540.00 
Sunday School  $        26.00  
TTT   $    6,195.00 
 
 Total  $ 17,376.00 

 
Three times in the book of Revelation Jesus calls 
Himself the “Alpha and Omega,” the Beginning and the 
End. October begins and ends with dates important to 
the Church of Jesus Christ. 
 
October 4th  is World Communion Sunday , a day 
when Christians all over the world celebrate Holy 
Communion. Think about that for a moment: To know 
that all over this earth we are united with our Christian 
brothers and sisters in this one common cause! Truly a 
time of oneness in the Spirit, a time when the Church 
IS greater than any four walls. 
 
As we gather around the Lord’s Table on that first 
Sunday of the month let us remember we are brought 
together in that sense of unity, not because of anything 
we have done, but purely and simply because of what 
Jesus Christ, our Lord, has done in us. Plainly and 
simply stated, it was to “justify us by faith, bringing us 
peace with God” and with each other. Nowhere else 
but in the Church can we find such peace. 
 
Those were the watchwords of Martin Luther, the great 
16th century Protestant Reformer. He believed that if 
we are anything at all it is because of what Christ does 
for us by His “Grace through faith, a gift of God.” 
 
October ends, not on Halloween, as the world would 
have you think, but on Reformation Day , October 
31st , that day we remember as the birth of the 
Protestant movement which birthed our faith—
Presbyterianism. It reminds us our redemption rests, 
not in our works, but in Christ Jesus, who is the 
Beginning and End of our salvation, and our unity in 
each other. 
 
Come celebrate with us this month in the joy we have 
together in Christ! May it ever be a time of bonding us 
together, calling us to be the “Church reformed, ever 
reforming,” to the glory of Christ! 
 
Michael 

 Contributions through the end of August were 
$119,304 which is $8,300 behind projected.  Our 
current shortfall (money going out versus contributions 
coming in) is $13,508.  We have invested in repair and 
maintenance of our HVAC systems which we are 
expecting will save us money on utilities in the long 
run.  We are beginning to see and expect to see further 
savings in our utility expenses as a result of these 
expenditures and with the window replacements 
recently completed.  Our current balance due on the 
building debt is $21,344 and our monthly payments are 
$3,444.  Your generous contributions have allowed us 
to fund capital projects this year (the roof, windows and 
siding).  However, we have had to supplement capital 
giving with $6,521 in general funds to complete these 
much needed projects.  Please keep capital giving in 
your stewardship plans as we close out the year and 
plan for the next.  Statements will be mailed out in 
early October.  Feel free to contact Kerry Price or Rex 
Hovey with any questions. 
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 Stewardship is not just raising funds; 
  It’s raising Christians. 
 Stewardship is not a matter of budgets; 
  It’s a matter of faith. 
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2nd  ….Doris Greene 
6th …   Zoe Lemon 
8th …   Cathy Deason 
11th … Tom Aldridge 
25th  …Edna Porter 
29th…..Paula Smith 
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October Birthdays... 

                                     

                                       October 2009  
 
 
October 4 
Open Church: Patricia Kindley 
8:45 Greeters: Don & Ann Price 
8:45 Nursery:  Alisa & Mallory Wilhelm  
11:00 Ushers:   George & Pat Sloan 
11:00 Nursery: Louise Crawford 
Close Church:  George & Pat Sloan 
 
October 11 
Open Church: Don Price 
8:45 Greeters: Bill & Jamie Lemon 
8:45 Nursery:  Kara & Zoe Lemon 
11:00 Ushers:  Tom & Louise Crawford 
11:00 Nursery: Lazette Thomas 
Close Church:  George & Pat Sloan 
 
October 18 
Open Church: Don Price 
8:45 Greeters: Danny & Gayle Philemon 
8:45 Nursery:  Allison Brame 
11:00 Ushers:  Tom & Louise Crawford 
11:00 Nursery: Faye Vicars 
Close Church:  George & Pat Sloan 
 
October 25 
Open Church:  Don Price 
8:45 Greeters:  Kara & Josh Lemon 
8:45 Nursery:   Donna Shumate 
11:00 Ushers:   Eric & Lazette Thomas 
11:00 Nursery: Jan Haigler 
Close Church:  Eric Thomas 
 
 

The students and staff have had a busy two weeks getting 
to know each other and learn about school. Pastor Mike 
told us that God knows everyone’s name and that Jesus is 
our friend. We began using the computer lab and each 
child was able to create a gingerbread cookie with Maisy 
and decorate it. They looked so good we had to bake real 
cookies too! 
 
We have some exciting events planed including school 
picture day and a trip to the pumpkin farm. Plan ahead 
and join us on November 19th for our annual 
Thanksgiving Feast. 
 
Thank you to all who continue to support the preschool 
through prayer and contributions of supplies and funds. 
Your kindness is the foundation of our program. 
 
In Christ’s love, 
Robin Graham 
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Session Brief—September 2009 
 
The Session of Bethlehem Presbyterian Church met on Sept. 
14, 2009, at the manse at 7 PM with 8 members present, one 
excused. Kerry Price opened the meeting with a devotion and 
closed with prayer. August minutes were read and approved 
after 2 corrections were made.    
     Communications were read. The radio station, Lite 102.9 is 
sponsoring motivational moments at 7:40 AM and 7:45 AM. It 
can also be read on the Presbytery website. . 
     Building and Grounds planted Knockout roses at the 
driveway entrances and at the front of the Multipurpose Room. 
An arborist is going to trim the dead wood out of the trees. 
Small tasks around the church need to be done; a list will be 
made for the congregation to sign up to do them at their 
convenience. 
     Christian Education needs someone to man the computers 
during the Church Mouse portion of the Sunday School 
rotation- see Judy.  
Sunday School attendance is encouraged. CE proposes to 
change the name of Kids' Club and to change focus to one of 
ministry and responsibility to others. Playground Patrol has 
been initiated to prevent further damage to the playground 
equipment during church events. 
    Stewardship focus is coming up and new ways to introduce 
it are being explored. 
     Oscar Outen is starting a God And Country program in the 
SS classes in the Learning Temple from Nov. until Feb. 
     Church wide picnic will be at Cane Creek Park on Oct. 18, 
2009. There will be one service that day and leave from the 
church to go to the park. Carpooling is encouraged due to a 
parking fee. Meat will be provided; bring something to share 
with others. Yard games will be available. Bring a folding 
chair. 
     See Polly Knight if you are interested in going to Carolina 
Opera in Myrtle Beach for their Christmas Show on Nov.7. 
     Much discussion of the Mission and Benevolence budget 
line. There will be more discussion at the next Session meeting 
regarding it. 
     Get ready for great campaign for Samaritan's Purse. 
Volunteers are needed at the distribution center; see Allison 
Brame. 
     Another mission trip is planned for Nov. to take blankets 
and coats. 
     Community Blood Center is wanting to have a blood drive 
to our church if we can get 15 people to sign up. The blood 
stays in this area. Please sign up; the need is great. 
     Fall Consignment Sale to aide the Preschool is scheduled 
for Sept. 26. Call Alisa Wilhelm if you have any questions. 
     Andy Blackwelder, Youth Leader, is doing an internship at 
Bethlehem in preparation for his Master's Degree. Rev. Mike 
and Judy Johnson will be his technical support.  Andy is doing 
a great job with the youth; their numbers have grown. Four 

youth are coming to Bethlehem from Stephenson 
Presbyterian Church. Andy invited youth to join our youth 
in Montreat. Andy was our connection with Stephenson 
Presbyterian Church.  
     Nov. 21 is the Youth Lock-in starting with a Chili 
Cook-off sponsored by the Cornerstone Class. A Talent 
Show is planned for the same night. 
     Prayer concerns are Paul Belk, DJ Patterson, Ruby 
Long, Ray and Polly Knight, Tommy Johnson 
     The meeting was adjourned and Rev. Mike closed with 
prayer. 
     Next Session meeting will be Oct. 12, 2009, at the 
manse at 7 PM.    

Remember our 1st cook-off?  
We had 13 different chilies 
from which to choose and 
watched a movie afterwards.  
We raised money, enjoyed 
good food and a movie!   
We are doing it again!  

Saturday, November 21 we 
will have our 2nd Annual 
Chili Cook-off and a talent 
show!  Do you have a good 

chili recipe or make a good cake of cornbread……or 
have a talent to share in the talent show?    Be thinking 
about how/where you can participate!  More information 
to come….. 

 
All aboard the 
Myrtle Beach 

Express! 

Make your reservations for a fun-filled outing to Myrtle 
Beach Saturday, November 7.   The bus will leave the 
church at 7 am  to go to the Carolina Opery to see their 
Christmas production. Your $83.00 price includes the bus 
fare, the Carolina Opery’s Christmas show and dinner. 
The bus will stop on the way down for you to buy your 
breakfast and lunch. Call Polly Knight, Brenda Gaddy or 
Vivian Belk for tickets or more information. 
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