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                  “Abiding in Christ, Loving as Christ, Inviting to Christ”  
     
August 2009 

THANK YOU!     THANK YOU!     THANK YOU! 
 
A great big Bethlehem "thank you" goes out to all 
who helped with VBS!  It has been said that it takes 
a whole village to raise a child. Well, it surely takes 
a whole church to have a great VBS!  Everyone who 
helped had an integral part in making Rome: Paul 
and the Underground Church a huge success!  Lou 
Anne Lucas and Andy Blackwelder did an 
outstanding job of directing and setting up 
everything needed for VBS.  We all thank you!  
Audrey Ferriera brought about half her house to help 
transform the church into the city of Rome and the 
basement into a cave!  We couldn't have done it 
without you!  If you helped feed everyone, cooking 
and serving the "multitude", we thank you!  If you 
were a Family Leader, you taught a valuable part of 
the curriculum.  If you were a Booth Keeper, you 
taught interesting, fun-filled lessons to many!  Game 
Directors had children laughing and giggling while 
playing competitive games.  We thank you all!  
Drama productions helped to extend the learning and 
make it more meaningful for everyone.  Thanks to 
all who produced and starred in the "mini" plays!  
Music and our "sound system" helped us learn new 
songs with some fun mixed in the middle.   THANK 
YOU!   THANK YOU!  THANK YOU!  THANK 
YOU EVERYONE! 

“ I like to go to Sunday School, yes I do 
If you would try it you would like it too 

It’s the place we go to learn the Golden Rule 
Oh there’s no where else like Sunday School” 

 
Please join us on Sunday, August 23rd for Rally Day 
as we kick off the next exciting year of Sunday 
School.  We will be honoring our Sunday School 
teachers for their service this past year and 
celebrating the promotion of our former 5th graders to 
sixth grade/youth group.  Look for more details in the 
upcoming weeks. 
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 Thou shalt have no gods but me. 
 Before no idol bow thy knee. 
 Take not the name of God in vain, 
 Nor dare his Sabbath to profane. 
 Give both thy parents honor due, 
 And see that thou no murder do. 
 Abstain from thoughts and deeds unclean, 
 Nor steal, though thou be poor or mean, 
 Nor make a willful lie and love it. 
 What is thy neighbor's, never covet. 
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Vacations are marvelous times for rejuvenating the 
soul as well as the body. Just as the name implies, it 
is a time to “vacate” the routine of life so you can 
return refreshed and ready for the rest of the year. 
Linda and I look forward to our vacation together for 
that reason. In a sense, though, a vacation is a 
succession of 2’s: 
 It consists of 2 weeks, which may be 2 short.
 Afterwards you are 2 tired to return 2 work,
 But 2 broke not 2. Therefore, (there’s always a 
 “therefore,” isn’t there?), Be sure 2 bring 2  
 or mail 2 the church your 2 weeks offering 
 before you leave.  If not, we’ll be 2 far behind 
  2 do all the things the Lord wants us 2 do. 
 
Seriously though, vacations do have a drawback, in 
that it is hard to restart the routine from which you 
vacated; like attending worship. Worship, just like 
staying at home on Sunday mornings and sleeping in, 
is a habit. Once you find reason (legitimate or 
otherwise) to miss worship on 2 or more consecutive 
Sundays (like on vacation) the third or fourth absences 
become as easy as sleeping in. 
 
But worship is the lifeblood of the Christian. Nothing 
feeds the fires of faith like being in the company of the 
faithful, drawing from that wellspring of joy known as 
praising God, being filled with His life-sustaining Spirit. 
 
As YOU “vacate” this summer, don’t forget the 
rejuvenating power of worship. Visit a local church on 
your vacation (I’d love a copy of their bulletin. Bring 
me one). And don’t forget to return to that routine of 
regular worship at your  church. We miss you when 
you’re not here. Have a happy vacation, but hurry 
back! 
 
Michael 
 
PS. Speaking of returning to worship after vacation we 
need you to consider returning to service as well. 
Specifically, helping out in our Sunday School. We are 
in vital need of teachers for the upcoming school year. 
 
I don’t know how much more strongly I need to 
emphasize this need, than to say that I believe that, 
second to worship, Christian education is the most 

July 5—July 26, 2009 
 

General Fund  $ 13,234.20 
Sunday School  $        35.60  
TTT   $      175.00 
 
 Total  $ 13,444.80 

important element of Church life. Without it we would 
be seriously deprived of fully knowing even the basics 
of our faith. 
 
I think of these young people with which the Lord has 
entrusted us going out into this world with little or no 
understanding of their faith—and I shudder. We owe 
them the best opportunity we can provide to help 
prepare them to live in this world of sin and sorrow. 
 
Please prayerfully consider working with us in this vital 
mission for our church family. Ask the Lord how you 
can be a part of this wonderful service. Let me or the 
Christian Education Team know of your interest. 
 
You won’t regret it. 
 
Michael 
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6th  ….Faye Vicars 
8th …  Sue Helms 
8th …  Colby Shumate 
12th …Patricia Kindley 
17th …Todd Loving 
17th  ...Danny Philemon 
22nd . .Kelly Hrischenko 
25th …Jackson Price 
27th …Alice Habbal 
29th….Bill Faulk 
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August Birthdays... 

                                     

                                       August 2009  
 
 
August 2 
Open Church: Patricia Kindley 
8:45 Greeters: Danny & Gayle Philemon 
8:45 Nursery:  Bill & Meaghan Sherwood 
11:00 Ushers:  Tilden Belk 
11:00 Nursery: Lazette Thomas 
Close Church:  George & Pat Sloan 
 
August 9–  
Open Church: Don Price 
8:45 Greeters: Tim & Alisa Wilhelm 
8:45 Nursery:   Bill & Meaghan Sherwood 
11:00 Ushers:  Tilden Belk 
11:00 Nursery: Faye Vicars 
Close Church:  George & Pat Sloan 
 
August 16–  
Open Church: Don Price 
8:45 Greeters: Bill & Jamie Lemon 
8:45 Nursery:  Mike & Tana McConaughey 
11:00 Ushers:  Charles & Doris Greene 
11:00 Nursery: Jan Haigler 
Close Church:  George & Pat Sloan 
 
August 23 - 
Open Church: Don Price 
8:45 Greeters:  Bill & Meaghan Sherwood 
8:45 Nursery:   Donna Shumate 
11:00 Ushers:   Charles & Doris Greene 
11:00 Nursery: Brenda Huntley 
Close Church:  George & Pat Sloan 
 
August 30 - 
Open Church:  Don Price 
8:45 Greeters:  Oscar & Deanna Outen 
8:45 Nursery:   Alisa & Mallory Wilhelm 
11:00 Ushers:   Brenda Huntley 
11:00 Nursery: Louise Crawford 
Close Church:  George & Pat Sloan 
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Session Brief….. 
 
     The Session of Bethlehem Presbyterian Church met at 
the church with 6 members present; 3 were excused. Rev. 
Mike was absent  recovering from surgery. Pat Sloan was 
elected by the Session to act a Moderator. The meeting 
was opened with a devotion on Courage and prayer. 
     The June minutes were read and approved. 
     Judy Johnson will be the delegate to go to the 
Presbytery meeting on July 21, 2009 at Mt.Olive 
Presbyterian Church. 
     The Session expressed strong approval on the work that 
Andy Blackwelder is doing with the youth. (See Andy's 
report in the Session minutes book in the trophy room.) 
     The Session and Christian Education are to 
encourage members of the congregation to attend FIND 
YOUR PATH- A Learning Fair for Leaders and Future 
Leaders of Your Church. Keynote speaker is Thomas 
G.Bandy. This will be held on January 9, 2010. Place and 
time to be announced later. Members of the Session will 
make plans to attend. 
     Two new vacuum cleaners have been purchased 
because the old ones were beyond repair. 
     The new windows have been ordered and will be 
delivered this week. 
     Presbyterian Women have been asked to help keep the 
old foods and expired items cleaned out of the 
refrigerators. 
     BB Haigler is to ask the people opening and closing the 
church to be responsible for seeing that the thermostats are 
set properly before the church is locked up. 
     RALLY DAY is August 23rd; 5th and 6th graders will 
move up to the Youth on this day. TEACHER 
APPRECIATION  will be this day also. 
     VBS was a success and Polly Knight and helpers were 
complimented on the good food. 
     Kerry reported that we are behind in giving by $650 per 
week. Debt is about $38,000. 
     Interviewing will take place on Aug. 4th for the 
Director of Children's Ministry. 
     Director of Preschool, Robin Graham, is recovering 
from surgery. It was suggested that the Preschool hold a 
movie night and the cost would be to bring another 
preschooler so the parents could see what Bethlehem's 
Preschool has to offer. A new Preschool registration sign 
will be put up in place of the old one. 
     Communion has been postponed for July due to Rev. 
Mike having to stay off his feet for extended periods as he 
recovers from surgery. 
     The Session voted to change Homecoming to the 3rd 
Sunday in September for several reasons; it may be 
slightly cooler, people will be back from vacations, school 
will be back in session, Rev. Mike should be well healed 

and it will allow for more time to make special plans and 
to invite old time members.  
     There was much discussion on the FRAMEWORK 
FOR A NEW DIRECTION which Presbytery is trying to 
put in place which will put churches in clusters and will 
put another level of leadership between the churches and 
the COM. It is hoped that if this is adopted that it will 
improve the communication between Presbytery and all 
the churches in the Charlotte Presbytery. 
    Kerry reported the PNC is progressing in their search 
for a full-time minister; candidates are being actively 
interviewed and references are being checked. 
     Prayer concerns are; Rev. Mike, Carol Tucker, Lucille 
Purser, Tom Crawford, Robin Graham, Bill Faulk, Andy 
Robinson, Faye Vicars' brothers, Bob and Johnny, Danny 
Philemon's dad, Heath, Lazette's cousin Joyce Simpson 
Thomas. 
     Judy Johnson closed the meeting with prayer. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Pat Sloan-Acting Moderator/Clerk of Session the 
Presbytery.   
 

“Chicka Chicka Boom Boom! Come and see your 
Classroom!” is the theme for this year’s Open House 
scheduled for Monday, August 31st at 6:30 pm in the 
Multipurpose room. We have eleven enrolled so far and 
a few enrollment packages out. If you or someone you 
know is interested in the preschool please contact me at 
the church. 
 
I would like to thank all of you for your prayers during 
my surgery and recovery. They were a great comfort to 
me and very much appreciated. 
 
Robin Graham  
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