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                  “Abiding in Christ, Loving as Christ, Inviting to Christ”  
     
September 2009 

 
Come be a part of our 

Homecoming Choir !!! 
 

Dear Bethlehem members past and present: 
As you know September 20th is Homecoming.  I'd like 
to invite anyone who has sung with the choir or would 
like to sing with the choir (even just one time) to 
participate in our "Homecoming Choir".  We'll practice 
that morning at 10:10 in the fellowship hall.  Please join 
us for fun and fellowship and help to make the choir 
loft "bulge" with joyful singers.  If you'd like to practice 
with the choir before September 20th, we will have 
practice 8/30 and 9/13 at 5:00 pm in the sanctuary.   
Hope to see you there! 
Debbie 

Our 2nd Bi-Annual Children’s Consignment Sale is 
coming up September 26th.  We are looking forward to 
another successful event after our first sale this past 
March.  Please let everyone know about the event as we 
need consigners, volunteers and lots of hangers!!!   
Details will be posted on our church website and are 
also available by contacting Alisa Wilhelm by phone or 
email.  Alisa’s phone number is 704-226-1335 and her 
email is alisa.wilhelm@yahoo.com.  Consigners will 
receive 60% and 40% will go to our preschool program.  
Hanger donations can be left in the Cornerstone 
classroom.  Also, any safety pins that you may want to 
get rid of could be used as well.   Your support in our 
efforts is greatly appreciated.    

CHILDREN’S 
CONSIGNMENT SALE!! 

Make plans for HOMECOMING on September 20, 
2009. Invite family, friends and former members of 
Bethlehem. Sunday School will be at 9:30 AM with 
Worship Service  at 10:30 AM in the Sanctuary. 
Special music is being planned and our Youth Leader, 
Andy Blackwelder, will have a special presentation. 
This is a good time to reflect on the good times that 
we have enjoyed at Bethlehem and to note the 
changes over the years that have taken place. As 
always there will be plenty of great food to share with 
each other. This is not the date to be on a diet!! So 
plan to come and enjoy plenty of food and fellowship 
and enjoy what God has provided us with. See you at 
HOMECOMING!!!!  
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August 2—August 23, 2009 
 

General Fund  $ 22,686.69 
Sunday School  $        25.00   
TTT   $ 16,675.00     
 
 Total  $ 39,386.69 
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Michael 

      PNC Update 
 

 

 

 The review of PIFs, reference checks and 
viewing/listening to taped sermons has 
continued.  We have interviewed several 
potential pastors over the phone and have 
interviewed some in person.  We have also 
traveled to listen to a few preach in neutral 
pulpits (a church that allows the applicant to be a 
visiting pastor and welcomes us to listen to the 
sermon).     As we continue to review PIFs, check 
references, etc, we do have a couple candidates 
who have passed each potential point of 
elimination and we wonder, “Is this the one God 
has in mind for us?”  And those candidates are 
also attempting to discern, “Is this my next call?”      
We all (us and our applicants) continue to need 
your prayers.  We want to discern God’s will and 
follow God’s ways - not use our own will or 
ways…… 
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1st  ….Ryan Knight 
3rd …  Jason Habbal 
4th …  Marty Shumate 
5th …  Luke McConaughey 
7th …  Nancy Brantley 
9th  … Jason Lemon, Jamie Lemon 
12th…..Kara Lemon 
17th …N.B. Hinson 
23rd …Rex Hovey 
24th….Scott Cuthbertson, George Sloan, Jeff  
            Younce 
26th….George Hrischenko 
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September Birthdays... 

                                     

                                       September 2009  
 
 
September 6 
Open Church: Patricia Kindley 
8:45 Greeters: Oscar & Deanna Outen  
8:45 Nursery:  Allison Brame 
11:00 Ushers:  George & Pat Sloan 
11:00 Nursery: Lazette Thomas 
Close Church:  George & Pat Sloan 
 
September 13 
Open Church: Don Price 
8:45 Greeters: Bill & Jamie Lemon 
8:45 Nursery:  Kerry & Jessie Price 
11:00 Ushers:  Tommy & Judy Johnson 
11:00 Nursery: Faye Vicars 
Close Church:  George & Pat Sloan 
 
September 20 - Homecoming 
Open Church:  Don Price 
10:30 Ushers:   George & Pat Sloan 
10:30 Nursery: Jan Haigler 
Close Church:  George & Pat Sloan 
 
September 27 - 
Open Church: Don Price 
8:45 Greeters:  Mike & Kyle McConnaughey 
8:45 Nursery:   Don & Ann Price 
11:00 Ushers:   Tommy & Judy Johnson 
11:00 Nursery: Brenda Huntley 
Close Church:  George & Pat Sloan 
 

We are busy preparing for Open House and the start of 
school on September 1st. There are currently 12 students 
enrolled. This year we will include a computer lab as a 
special activity along with Bible time and Library day. 
The new Preschool sign is wonderful. Thank you to all 
who helped make it happen! 
The preschool has on-going needs that we could use help 
with. Any donations of the following would be greatly 
appreciated. 
 Copy paper 
 Paper towels 
 Preschool level books 
 Odds and ends for crafts - 
 (beads, buttons, sequins, scrap paper) 
Thank you for your support of the preschool program. 
Please call me or a session member if you have any 
questions or need information for enrollment. 
Robin Graham 
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Session Brief—August 2009 
Session met at the manse on August 3, 2009 with all 
members present except Pat Sloan (surgery). Rev. Mike 
opened the meeting with devotion from Revelation 21 
and a prayer. 
     July minutes were read and approved. A letter was 
received from Presbyterian Lay Committee regarding the 
churches that changed their votes on the wording of the 
ordination standards. Presbytery Stated Clerk, Sam 
Roberson, sent a letter to several churches reminding us 
that even when we oppose the churches that don't think 
like we do that we do it in Christian love. 
    Building and Grounds reported the new windows have 
been installed. Playground equipment is being "wrecked". 
A sign will be made indicating the ages allowed to play 
on it. The playground is to be supervised by the group 
sponsoring an activity at the church. 
    Christian Education reports that Rally Day is August 
23 with Sunday School Teacher Recognition. There will 
be a combined service in the MPR at 1030; Sunday 
School will be at 0930. 
     Congregational Care reports a church picnic is being 
planned. Watch for more information. A Myrtle Beach 
trip is being planned to see a Christmas Show in Nov. 
    Mission and Service report that the trip to West 
Virginia is planned for Aug. 14, 15,, and 16. Children 
will receive a backpack only if they attend a one day 
VBS. 
     Personnel reports that interviews for Director of 
Children's Ministry is Aug. 4. This committee is to make 
a recommendation to the Session whether or not to hire a 
candidate for this position. If Session approves the 
candidate then a background check will be made on the 
candidate. 
     August 31 is Open House for the Preschool. Eleven 
children are signed up as of this date. The Fall 
Consignment Sale is planned but no date yet.  
     No reports from Worship, Finance, Visitation & 
Assimilation, or Youth. 
    Andy Blackwelder was discussed as doing great work 
with the Youth. 
     Judy Johnson attended the July Presbytery Meeting. 
The plan for using Clusters was approved. 
     There will be Sunday School Teacher Workshops on 
August 23 at Indian Trail Presby. Church from 2-5PM, 
August 29 at First Presbyterian in Concord, NC from 9-
12, and August 30 at Memorial Presbyterian Church. 
     PW Fall Gathering will be in Hamlet, NC in 
September at  Mark's Creek Presbyterian Church. 
     Session voted to change all the Session meetings to the 
second Monday of each month. Communion will be 
served the second Sunday in Sept. and November. 

     Prayer concerns are Karen Simpson, Carolyn Hargett, 
Haron and Lucille Purser, Carol Tucker and Judy 
Johnson's friend, Cathy McGovern and the PNC. 
    Next Stated meeting is September 14 at 7PM in the 
manse. 
     Rev. Mike closed with prayer.  

August 23 was a day of celebration!  It was our annual 
"Rally Day" for Sunday School and a day to appreciate 
Sunday School teachers, both past and present!  The 
Rotation program in Sunday School gives students the 
opportunity to learn in a non-graded atmosphere; 
therefore students don't move"up" at the end of a school 
year or a calendar year.  This Rally Day served as a"pep 
rally" for our Sunday School as participants, both 
children and adults, were given "Sonshine" cards in their 
classes.  God is happy to see so many of His children in 
Sunday School. 
 
Teachers in Sunday School, both past and present, were 
recognized for their effort and their service to all at 
Bethlehem.  Mrs. Ruby Hall spoke on how rewarding 
her teaching experiences were when she and Mrs. 
Frances Price taught the "Junior Class" together.  She 
told of the many different methods that they used to 
spread God's Word to their classes while teaching in the 
basement.  She was an inspiration to all!  The teachers 
who taught adult classes and sections of the Rotation 
were recognized and given a beautiful certificate of 
appreciation for their service this past year.  New 
teachers for the 2009-2010 church year were presented 
to the congregation.  Those new teachers are: Anthea 
Aldridge, Lazette Thomas, Terri West, Donna Shumate,  
Ann Cuthbertson, Patricia Kindley, Tim and Alisa 
Wilhelm,  Pat Sloan, Tana McCaughney, Chad Price, 
Kara Lemon, Robin Castorina, Tommy Aldridge, Patsy 
Cuthbertson, Jan Haigler,  
Don and Ann Price and many others who will help 
throughout the year.  Thanks to all!    

The Presbyterian Women’s new year will kick off at 
Pat Sloan’s house on Wednesday, September 2 at 7:00 
pm. 
Come join in the fun as we begin a new study on 
Joshua. If you need directions, please call Pat.  
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