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                  “Abiding in Christ, Loving as Christ, Inviting to Christ”  
     
September 2010 

September is such an exciting time of the year!  
Families are busy preparing children to go back to 
school with needed school supplies, lunchbox, and a 
new backpack!  Mothers are anxiously awaiting the 
arrival of " the letter" from the school announcing the 
name of this year's teacher!  September is an exciting 
time in the life of Bethlehem Church!  Throughout 
July and August, with God's guidance and a great deal 
of prayer, the Christian Education Ministry Team has 
been working to secure teachers for all of the Sunday 
School Classes for the coming year! 
 
God is great!  Every year He provides the church with 
the volunteers that are needed to teach His word. 
This year is no exception!  These folks have agreed to 
teach in Sunday School for the coming year: 
NURSERY;  Anthea Aldridge, Brenda Huntley  
PRESCHOOL:  Ann Cuthbertson, Lazette Thomas   
ROTATION:  CRAFT CORNER:  Pat Sloan, Tana 
McConnaughey:  LEARNING TEMPLE : Patricia 
Kindley, Pat Sloan,  SUNDAY CINEMA:  Alisa 
Wilhelm,  CHURCH MOUSE (computer lab)  Alisa 
Wilhelm YOUTH:  Chad Price and a helper,   
CORNERSTONE:  Kara Lemon, Audrey Ferreira, 
Kerri Price, Magda Thomas,   GRANT DUNCAN:  
Patsy Cuthbertson, Robin Castorina, Tommy 
Aldridge    FRANK JONES:  Jan Haigler, Faye 
Vicars, Mike Wilhelm, Eric Thomas   SENIOR 
CITIZENS:  Don Price, Ann Price,  Charlene Able   
COLLEGE AGE AND YOUNG ADULT (CAYA)  
Andy and Alison Blackwelder   
 
Our Child Protection Policy here at Bethlehem states 
that there should be two adults in each class that  
works with children. As you can see, there are some 
classes in need of a "helper".  If you would be willing 
to assist in a classroom, please call the church office 
and speak to Andy.  He will be happy to take your 
name! 
God's blessing will be with us as we are off to another 
great year! 
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Sunday, September 12 
 
Sunday School—9:30 am 
Worship—10:30 am 
Covered dish luncheon to 
follow worship. 
6:00 pm—Youth-vs-
Church kick ball game 

Mark your calendar and make your plans to be 
“home” on Sunday, September 12th.  Worship MT 
has mailed out invitations to former pastors and  
members inviting them back for a day of celebration 
and remembrance. Invite your family and friends for 
a special day of worship, fun, food and fellowship. 
 
Don’t forget the Youth vs Church kickball game at  
6 pm, everyone is invited to participate! 
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  August 2010 2010 Year-to-Date 
Actual  $3,398.33     $118,941.54 

Budget $4,667.00            $163,345.00           

   

Difference -$ 1,268.67        -$44,403.46

                         
 
        
 
1st … Ryan Knight 
3rd … Jason Habbal 
4th…  Marty Shumate 
5th…  Luke McConnaughey  
6th...   Mary Ann Cuthbertson    
7th…  Nancy Brantley 
9th…  Jamie Lemon, Jason Lemon 
12th…Kara Lemon 
17th…N.B. Hinson 
23rd…Rex Hovey 
24th… Scott Cuthbertson, George Sloan, Jeff  
            Younce 
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September Birthdays... 

Oh, those good old days: “We’re headed 
back to school! Woo Hoo! Wow! That’s 
so….” Um, no, wait a minute. I don’t 
think I ever said that. 

At least not until I was out of high school. Later school 
seemed a lot more enjoyable to me, as I got to take 
courses of special interest to me. Especially seminary 
and beyond, where I got to study the Scriptures! 
But I wonder if maybe I shouldn’t have been more “into” 
school in the earlier grades. Proverbs 2:10 says, 
“Wisdom will enter your heart, and knowledge will be 
pleasant to your soul.” Pleasant to my soul? That’s a 
promise for those who are looking for wisdom, 
understanding, and discernment – a search much better 
than just looking for good or passing grades. I’m not 
sure I was looking for the higher learning during a lot of 
those earlier years. 
Hmm. Well, I can’t go back and re-do. But I can look for 
the higher way in my current schooling. That 
“schooling” would be the things I try to learn as I read 
and leek to learn about a host of topics. And it certainly 
applies to the School of Hard Knocks (from which I have 
an actual diploma in my Church office – stop by 
sometime and I’ll show it to you). 
I figure that you can always learn something new, if you 
stay awake. If you don’t, your brain just sort of gets 
flabby and then shrivels up. That’s not an altogether 
scientific description, but it certainly seems to be true. 
And it’s not so pleasant. 
May all you young people in school aim to learn, not just 
mark time. And to gain God’s wisdom. In fact, that 
applies to all of us adults, too – regarding the daily 
opportunities to grow in wisdom, both in Sunday school, 
Biblical truths, and in the things of our world. 
May you keep on learning. And may it be pleasant to 
your soul! 
In Jesus, 
Dr. T 

Our special mission emphasis in August 
was the Gideon's. $707.00 was received 
and forwarded to them. Thank you for 
your support of this worthy ministry. 

Stewardship now!  
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Thinking about joining Bethlehem Presbyterian 
Church? Join us for this two-part seminar. It is 
designed to be an opportunity for finding out about 
who we are and what we believe. It is designed for 
those ready to join this Church as well as those who 
just want to find out more. 
This seminar will be held Sunday immediately after 
morning worship, September 19 and September 26 (Parts 
I & II). 
Please notify Dr. T, Eric Thomas, or the Church office 
to register. Lunch will be provided. There will be an 
opportunity to join the Church at the end of the second 
seminar for those who are ready to do so. 

Session Briefs for August 17, 2010 
 
Stated meeting of the Session was held in the 
church office.  Eight elders were present, one 
absent.  Rev Thomas, moderator, opened the 
meeting with prayer and presented the devotion 
from John 1:12. 
 
Rev. Thomas shared with the Session: 

From the book Twelve Keys to an Effective 
Church, the last two basic qualities of 
Excellent Sprinters and Act Swiftly were 
discussed.  Chapters in the book were 
assigned to all elders and questions will be 
summarized by September 12th. 

B.  Attendance at Celebrate Recovery was 
highlighted and materials evaluated by an 
appointed committee. 

Retirement Planning Seminar – (August 31 – 
September 1) , Florence S.C. 

 
Ministry Team Reports: 
 
Finance – Through August 16th, our treasurer’s 
balance is minus $19,647.76. 
Christian Education – Teachers for 2010 – 2011 
were presented and approved by the Session. 
Congregational Care – Monthly senior breakfast 
was held at the Palace Restaurant in Monroe.  
Committee responded to Ruby Long family, 
Ruby Hall and Lea Walker. 
Mission and Service – A collection of $200.00 
was given to Union County Social Services Dept. 
to purchase school supplies. 
Personnel – Session approved an annual salary of 
$45,000.00 for Andy Blackwelder, CE/Youth 
Director. 
Preschool – Present enrollment is seven. 
Worship – Homecoming will be September 12th 
with one service in the sanctuary and covered 
dish to follow. 
Evangelism Task Force – Prospective member 
class will be September 19 and 26. 
 
Old Business – Four adult Sunday School Classes 
will nominate a member to serve on the Elder 
Nominating Committee.  Gerald Gaddy and Alisa 
Wilhelm will represent the Session on the 
Committee. 
 
Next Session meeting will be September 28, 2010 
at 7:00 p.m. in the church office. 
 
In Christ, 
Don Price, Clerk of Session 

Children’s Consignment Sale 
Saturday, October 2nd 
8:00 am—12:30 pm 

Half price sale 12:30—2:00 pm 
Fall/Winter Semi-Annual Sale 

CASH ONLY! 
CONSIGNORS NEEDED! 

 
Consignors receive 60% and Bethlehem’s Preschool 
program receives 40%. Contact Alisa Wilhelm 704-
226-1335 or alias.wilhelm@yahoo.com to receive 
information and instructions for consigning your 
merchandise. 
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                                       September 2010  
 
 
September 5 
8:45 Greeters:  Don & Ann Price 
8:45 Nursery:   Donna Shumate 
11:00 Ushers: George & Pat Sloan 
11:00 Nursery:  Faye Vicars 
Open Church:  Don Price 
Close Church:   George Sloan 
 
September 12—Homecoming 
10:30 Ushers:  Eric & Lazette Thomas 
10:30 Nursery:  Louise Crawford 
Open Church:  Tom Aldridge 
Close Church:  Tilden Belk 
 
September 19 
8:45 Greeters: McConnaughey Family 
8:45 Nursery:  Kara & Zoe Lemon 
11:00 Ushers:   Tilden Belk 
11:00 Nursery: Jan Haigler 
Open Church:  B.B. Haigler 
Close Church:  Gerald Gaddy 
 
September 26 
8:45 Greeters: Outen Family 
8:45 Nursery:  McConnaughey Family 
11:00 Ushers:  Louie & Nancy Brantley 
11:00 Nursery: Brenda Huntley 
Open Church:  Rex Hovey 
Close Church:  B.B. Haigler 
 
 
 
**Please Note:  Please exchange dates with someone if 
you can not be at church on your assigned Sunday. 
Thanks you for your help and cooperation. 

We are about to begin our sixth year here at Bethlehem 
Preschool! Open House is on August 29th and the first 
day of school is Monday, August 30th. There are spaces 
available in both classes and we are still accepting 
enrollment. Please call Robin at 704-753-4223 for 
information. 
 
Please note that we have a peanut allergy alert this 
year. If any group is using the preschool rooms 
remember to wash the tables and chairs when food is 
served and take out the trash. 
 
One man’s trash is another man’s treasure—here is a list 
of items the preschool could use: 
�� 4 or 5 quart plastic ice cream tubs 
�� 2 liter plastic soda bottles, plastic water bottles 
�� Pringle cans and Crystal Lite containers 
�� Magazines or calendars with pictures of people, food, 

animals or plants. 
�� Hard cardboard tubes like the ones from rolls of foil. 
 
In Christ’s love, 
Robin 

�������
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 Just as 
 One person’s junk is another person’s  
 treasure; 
 So, one person’s work is  
 another person’s pleasure. 
—Peggy Ferrell 
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 There are two days in every week about which 
we shouldn’t worry. 
 One is yesterday, with its mistakes and cares, 
its aches and pains. Yesterday has passed forever 
beyond our control. 
 The other day is tomorrow, with its possible 
adversities and blunders. Until its sun rises, we have 
no stake in tomorrow, for it is yet unborn. 
 That leaves only one day — today. Anyone 
can fight the battle of just one day. It is only when we 
add the burden of those two eternities — yesterday and 
tomorrow — that contentment will escape us. 
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Oil 
 
 In the Old Testament, oil symbolized 
consecration to God. The temple altar and king’s heads 
were anointed with oil to set them apart as holy. In the 
New Testament, oil often represented the Holy Spirit. 
Jesus and his followers were anointed for their 
ministries (see Luke 4:18 and Acts 10:38) 
 

                   .  
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 On this Labor Day weekend, it’s hard not to 
think about how unemployment has affected many 
people in our communities and churches. 
Congregations with unemployed members have a 
calling to help however they can. 
 Some churches provide job fairs; some have 
regular meetings to help unemployed people cope. 
Some churches provide food and other necessities. 
Those who can should hire an unemployed brother or 
sister in Christ at a fair wage. The entire congregation 
should pray regularly for unemployed people. 
 Christians who’ve lost their jobs should know 
they still have work to do. The church always needs 
volunteers, and unemployed people can serve the Lord 
and help the church’s mission. 
 Charles Wesley made every Christian’s 
“work” clear in his hymn “A Charge to Keep I Have”: 
 
     A charge to keep I have, a God to glorify,  
     A never-dying soul to save and fit it for the sky, 
     To serve the present age, my calling to fulfill;  
     O may it all my powers engage to do my Master’s 
      will! 

!	����"�	#�
 
The 12 men in Jesus’ inner circle of followers had a 
variety of backgrounds, but most of their occupations 
are unknown. Which combination of jobs listed below 
correctly matches two of Jesus’ disciples? 
 
A. Fisherman and Doctor 
B. Fisherman and Tax Collector 
C. Carpenter and Tax Collector 
D. Fisherman and Farmer 
 
 
 
Answer: B (See Matthew 4:18 and 10:3.) 
 

Mark your 
calendars for your 
pictures to be made 
for the Pictorial 

Directory on September 17th & 18th. You have just a 
few weeks to get that new hair style, teeth whitening 
or anything else you want done for your pictures. 
Be sure to bring a canned good for a picture package 
discount and to benefit our food mission project. 
There will be reminders until the day of your 
scheduled appointment. 
Call Pat Sloan @ 704-753-2528 for your appointment 
time if you have forgotten your specific time. 
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